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1. INTRODUCTION  

1.1 This document and its accompanying appendices constitute the pre-application 

Consultation Report prepared to support a planning application for development of 

national significance for the construction, operation, management and subsequent 

decommission of a solar farm at Blaenhiraeth Farm. 

1.2 Developments of National Significance (‘DNS’) applicants are required to undertake 

pre-application consultation for a period of not less than 42 days in accordance with 

The Developments of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016. 

1.3 This document details how the applicant, Voltalia UK Ltd, has complied with the 

provisions of the Order and associated legislation in relation to its statutory duties 

for pre-application consultation for the renewable scheme at Blaenhiraeth Farm.  

1.4 A full description of development is included within the accompanying 

Environmental Statement and Design and Access Statement (‘DAS’) that should be 

read in conjunction with this document.  

Overview of the Consultation Process   

1.5 Table 1.1 provides an overview of the phased approach the applicant adopted for 

the pre-application consultation process and these are detailed in the subsequent 

sections of this document. 

Consultation 

Phase 

Key Dates Description  

Non-Statutory 

engagement and 

consultation  

From 2015 to July 

2019 

Non-statutory discussion with 

public and statutory consultees 

through extensive informal 

consultations.  Public exhibitions 

over the preliminary designs were 

held in 2015 

Environmental 

Impact 

12 March 2019 to 3 

May 2019  

Applicant submitted request for a 

Scoping Direction under Regulation 

33 of the Town and Country 
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Assessment 

Scoping Direction   

Planning (Environmental Impact 

Assessment) (wales) Regulations 

2017 on 12 March 2019.   The 

Planning Inspectorate issued their 

Scoping Direction on 3 May 2019.  

Notification  June 2019 In June 2019, the applicant gave 

formal notification to the Planning 

Inspectorate of its intention to 

submit a planning application. 

Acceptance Period  From 27 June 2019 to 

26 June 2020  

Notice of Acceptance provided by 

Planning Inspectorate on 27 June 

2019.  Notice of acceptance is valid 

for 12 months and the statutory 

consultation and submission of 

application must be made by 26 

June 2020.  

Statutory pre-

application 

consultation  

From 7 August 2019 

to 27 September 

2019  

The statutory pre-application 

consultation was carried out for 51 

days, starting on Wednesday 7 

August 2019 and finishing on Friday 

27 September 2019.   

Post-Statutory 

Engagement 

September 2019 to 

January 2020  

Consultation and continued 

engagement undertaken between 

September 2019 and December 

2019 to keep stakeholders 

informed of progress and to keep 

consultees informed on final minor 

refinements to schemes. 
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Legislative Context   

1.6 Following the notification stage and prior to submitting a full DNS application, the 

proposed application must be publicised and consulted on for a period of at least 

six weeks.  Detailed guidance on the requirements for pre-application consultation 

is contained in the Welsh Government’s Developments of National Significance: 

Procedural Guidance, February 2016.    

1.7 The minimum consultation requirements are set out in The Developments of 

National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 (as amended); Articles 7, 8 

& 9.  

1.8 In accordance with Article 8 of the Order the applicant must publicise a proposed 

application by: - 

(a) giving requisite notice - 

(i) by site display in at least one place on or near the land to which the proposed 

application relates for not less than 42 days; 

(ii) in writing to any owner or occupier of any land adjoining the land to which 

the proposed application relates; and 

(iii) by publication of the notice in a newspaper circulating in the locality in which 

the land to which the proposed application relates is situated; and 

(b) publishing the following information on a website maintained by the 

applicant, for not less than 42 days beginning with each day on which each of 

the notices referred to in subparagraph (a) or article 9(2) are given – 

(i) the draft application form published by the Welsh Ministers under article 

12(1)(a) (or a form substantially to the like effect), including the particulars 

specified in or referred to in the form; 

(ii) a plan which identifies the land to which the proposed application relates; 

(iii) any other plans, drawings and information necessary to describe the 

development which is the subject of the proposed application; 
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(iv) a copy of the notice required by article 6 which has not lapsed under 

paragraph (3) of that article; 

(v) the design and access statement required by article 14; 

(vi) subject to article 12(3), the particulars or evidence required by the Welsh 

Ministers under section 62(3) of the 1990 Act (applications for planning 

permission); 

(vii) where applicable, a statement referred to as the environmental statement 

for the proposed development; and 

(viii) a written statement about any secondary consent connected with the 

proposed application in respect of which the applicant considers a decision on 

that consent is to be made or should be made by the Welsh Ministers, together 

with the draft application form and documents associated with such consents. 

1.9 In accordance to Article 9 of the Order, the applicant must: -    

(1) The following persons or descriptions of persons are specified for the 

purposes of section 61Z(4) of the 1990 Act – 

(a) any community consultee; 

(b) any specialist consultee; and 

(c) any relevant person. 

(2) Where an applicant is required to consult a community consultee or a relevant 

person, the applicant must give the community consultee or the relevant person 

requisite notice in writing of the proposed application. 

(3) Where an applicant is required to consult a specialist consultee, the applicant 

must give the specialist consultee requisite notice in writing of the proposed 

application and enclose each of the documents referred to in article 8(1)(b) or 

provide a link to a website on which those documents can be found. 
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(4) The applicant must have complied with paragraphs (2) and (3) and have 

given the specialist consultee time to respond in accordance with article 10(1) 

before an application is submitted. 

1.10 Article 9 of the Order stipulates: -   

(1) The following persons or descriptions of persons are specified for the 

purposes of section 61Z(4) of the 1990 Act— 

(a)any community consultee; 

(b)any specialist consultee; and 

(c)any relevant person(1). 

(2) Where an applicant is required to consult a community consultee or a relevant 

person, the applicant must give the community consultee or the relevant person 

requisite notice in writing of the proposed application. 

(3) Where an applicant is required to consult a specialist consultee, the applicant 

must give the specialist consultee requisite notice in writing of the proposed 

application and enclose each of the documents referred to in article 8(1)(b) or 

provide a link to a website on which those documents can be found. 

(4) The applicant must have complied with paragraphs (2) and (3) and have 

given the specialist consultee time to respond in accordance with article 10(1) 

before an application is submitted. 

(5) In this article, “requisite notice” (“hysbysiad gofynnol”) means— 

(a)in relation to a community consultee or a relevant person notice in the 

appropriate form set out in Schedule 1; and 

(b)in relation to a specialist consultee notice in the appropriate form set out in 

Schedule 2, or in a form substantially to the like effect. 

1.11 This document duly provides: -   

• An account of the non-statutory and statutory consultation, publicity, 

deadlines set, and activities undertaken, including: 
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i. Copies of all notices and publications used during consultation; 

ii. Declarations that the relevant notices and publication requirements comply 

with the Act and Order; 

iii. The addresses of those given notice of the proposed application; 

• A summary of all issues raised by any person consulted under Section 

61Z(3) of the Act and Articles 8 and 9(2), including confirmation of whether 

these issues have been addressed and, if so, how; and  

• The particulars of all responses received from persons consulted under 

Section 61Z(3) or (4) of the Act, including copies of responses from 

specialist consultees; and the account taken of these.  

1.12 The remainder of this document is structured as follows:  

• Section 2 – Non-statutory Consultation and engagement 

• Section 3 – Statutory Consultation – list of statutory consultees  

• Section 4 - Statutory pre-application publicity  

• Section 5 – Number of responses 

• Section 6 - Responses from Statutory consultees and consequent actions  

• Section 7 – Responses from Community and consequent actions  

• Section 8 – Conclusions   
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2. NON-STATUTORY CONSULTATION AND ENGAGEMENT   

2.1 The preliminary planning phase for this scheme began back in 2014 and this 

occurred prior to the inception of the Development of National Significance 

procedure.  The preliminary work included pre-application consultation with the 

local community, pre-application with Carmarthenshire County Council and an EIA 

screening request with Carmarthenshire County Council.  The project was 

temporarily put on hold as the solar industry experienced substantial changes in 

the associated funding mechanisms.  When the project fully restarted in 2018 the 

DNS procedure applied.   

2.2 The key fiscal differences between the preliminary scheme and this revivified 

scheme is that the development is now subsidy-free, i.e. there is no cost to the 

public in developing this renewable energy proposal. 

2.3 This section provides a summary of the pre-application activities undertaken prior 

to the stage when the Planning Inspectorate were formally notified on the 

development in June 2019.  

Informal Community Consultation 2015  

2.4 The 2015 community consultation comprised a leaflet drop, pubic exhibitions and 

meetings / presentations with the local community councils. 

2.5 A leaflet was distributed to 86 residential and commercial properties surrounding 

the site.   The leaflet was posted on 8 January 2015 and is included at Appendix 1.  

It provided an introduction to the development proposal and provided a site location 

plan and indicative layout.  It also informed and invited the local community to the 

two public exhibitions at (i) Tumble Hall, Tumble on Thursday 15th January 2015; 

and (ii) Llangennech Community Centre, Llangennech, on Friday 16th January 2015.   

APPENDIX 1 – NON-STATUTORY COMMUNITY LEAFLET 

2.6 In addition to the flyer, the public exhibition was promoted via a press advert 

presented in the Llanelli Star (publication issue Wednesday January 7 2015) and 

South Wales Guardian (publication issue Wednesday 7 January 2015).  The original 

is set out below for clarity:-     
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 1st Public Exhibition at Tumble Hall 

2.7 A head count was undertaken of all visitors entering the public exhibition event.  

The exhibition was attended by 15 local people. 

 2nd Public Exhibition at Llangennech Community Centre  

2.8 A head count was undertaken of all visitors entering the public exhibition event.  

The exhibition was attended by 29 local people.  The footfall was steady throughout 

the afternoon and this ensured that all visitors were able to study the exhibition 

boards; complete their feedback forms (if they chose to) and liaise with the Project 

Team at their own speed and leisure.     

2.9 A copy of the boards is provided at Appendix 2. 

APPENDIX 2 – NON-STATUTORY EXHIBITION BOARDS JANUARY 2015 

Photograph 1:  Exhibition at the Llangennech Community Centre, Friday 

16 January 2015 
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2.10 The consultation event generated 8 email respondents who cited their ‘in principle’ 

objection to a solar development at Blanehiraeth Farm.  Two feedback forms were 

also returned both citing their ‘in principle’ objection to the development proposal.  

A handwritten objection letter was also received.  The Project Team also keep track 

of the feedback and communications they received, both negative and positive, 

during the exhibition.  Those objecting focused on (i) farmland should be used for 

agriculture; (ii) blot on the landscape; (iii) development better located on Tumble 

common; (iii) it will devalue properties; (iv) development should be on previously 

developed land; (v) traffic concerns. 

2.11 There were also attendees who expressed their support to the development 

proposal. 

Engagement with Community Councils   

2.12 Consultations were also carried out with the community councils, and this included:  

• Llangennech Community Council on 8th December 2014; and  

• Llannon community Council on 17th December 2014.  
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• Llanelli Rural were briefed via a telephone call with the project team.   

2.13 All local members were advised about the development proposal prior to the 

meetings with the Community Councils.  

Analysis of Exhibition & Amendments to Layout Design  

2.14 Where appropriate, proposals were amended prior to the statutory consultation 

phase to reflect constructive suggestions contributed by respondents, these 

include:- 

• Sheep grazing would be introduced to the area underneath and between the 

arrays; 

• Robust planting plan to screen the development proposal (full details are 

provided within the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment); 

• Robust package of biodiversity enhancement measures (full details are 

provided within the Ecological Report); and 

• Sensitive routing of traffic (full details are provided within the Construction 

Traffic Management Plan).  

2.15 Non-statutory pre-application consultation with the Local Planning Authority has 

taken place at various stages and these have generated two formal responses by 

the Council, the first in May 2015 and the second was issued on 17 January 2019.  

Informal consultation has also been carried out directly with statutory consultees 

and these include National Resource Wales and CADW.  Details of the specialist 

advice is presented in the relevant technical reports supporting this application  

submission. 

Design Evolution  

2.16 Over the course of the design process, the project team have continually refined 

the scheme’s design to encompass stakeholders feedback at numerous junctures.   

The key design change that were introduced following the visual concerns raised 

during the 2016 consultations are set out below: - 

(i) Removal of arrays from the northernmost field; 

(ii) Removal of arrays from the raised plateau within the westernmost field;   
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(iii) Relocation of arrays to area immediate north of fen.  

2.17 Illustration showing the key changes are set out below: -  

2015 Candidate Design  2018 Candidate Design  

  

EIA Scoping     

2.18 On 8 March 2019, the applicant submitted an EIA scoping request to the Planning 

Inspectorate.  This was supported by a report which set out what the applicant 

considered should be the scope of the ES. 

2.19 The Scoping Opinion was received by the applicant from PINS on 3 May 2019 and 

it included EIA responses from statutory consultees.  All issues raised in the Scoping 

Opinion have been considered during the EIA process and these are discussed in 

the accompanying Environmental Statement.  
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3. STATUTORY CONSULTATION - LIST OF STATUTORY CONSULTEES 

3.1 Under Article 9 of the Order, the applicant must specifically consult certain 

community consultees, specialist consultees and relevant persons.  This 

section of the report provides a full list of those consulted as part of the statutory 

pre-application consultation. 

Community Consultees  

3.2 Under Article 2 of the Order, the interpretation of ‘community consultees’ is defined 

as: - 

(a) each county or county borough councillor representing an electoral ward in 

which the land to which the proposed application relates is situated; and 

(b)each community council in whose area the land to which the proposed 

application relates is situated. 

3.3 The application proposal is located within the sole administrative area of 

Carmarthenshire County Council and crosses the administrative boundaries of three 

community councils, namely Llannon Community Council, Llangennech Community 

Council and Llanelli Rural (Community) Council.     

3.4 A schedule of all community council consulted as part of the statutory pre-

application consultation is set out below: -  

Community Council  

Llannon Community Council  

LLangennech Community Council  

Llanelli Rural District Council  

3.5 Each councillor was identified using the County council’s website.  A schedule of 

ward councillors consulted as part of the pre-application consultation process is set 

out below: -   
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Electoral Ward County Councillor  

Councillor Emlyn Dole  

Councillor Dot Jones  

Councillor Gary Jones  

Councillor Giles Morgan  

Councillor Gwyneth Thomas 

Specialist consultees  

3.6 Under Article 2 of the Order, the interpretation of ‘specialist consultees’ is defined 

as: -  

“specialist consultee” means, in circumstances where the development to which 

the application or proposed application relates falls within a category set out in 

the Table in Schedule 5, the authority, person or body mentioned in relation to 

that category.  

3.7 Schedule 5 of the Order provides the following schedule or authorities, bodies or 

persons: -   

DEVELOPMENT  CONSULTEE 

Development likely to affect land in the area of another local planning 
authority 

The local planning 
authority 
concerned 

Development, in relation to which an application for planning permission has 
been made to the Welsh Ministers under section 293A of the 1990 Act (urgent 
Crown development: application), where that development is likely to affect 
land in the area of a community council 

The community 
council 

Development within an area which has been notified to the local planning 
authority by the Health and Safety Executive for the purpose of this provision 
because of the presence within the vicinity of toxic, highly reactive, explosive 
or inflammable substances (otherwise than on a relevant nuclear site) […] 

The Health and 
Safety Executive 

Development within an area which has been notified to the local planning 
authority by the Office for Nuclear Regulation for the purpose of this provision 
because of the presence within the vicinity of toxic, highly reactive, explosive 

The Office for 
Nuclear 
Regulation 
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or inflammable substances on a relevant nuclear site and which involves the 
provision of— 
(i) residential accommodation; (ii) more than 250 square metres of retail floor 
space; 
(iii) more than 500 square metres of office floor space; or (iv) more than 750 
square metres of floor space to be used for an industrial process, or which is 
otherwise likely to result in a material increase in the number of persons 
working within or visiting the notified area 

Development likely to result in a material increase in the volume or a material 
change in the character of traffic— 
(i) entering or leaving a trunk road; or (ii) using a level crossing over a 
railway 

The Welsh 
Ministers  

Development likely to result in a material increase in the volume or a material 
change in the character of traffic entering or leaving a classified road or 
proposed highway 

The local highway 
authority 
concerned 

Development likely to prejudice the improvement or construction of a 
classified road or proposed highway 

The local highway 
authority 
concerned 

Development involving— (i) the formation, laying out or alteration of any 
means of access to a highway (other than a trunk road); or (ii) the 
construction of a highway or private means of access to premises affording 
access to a road in relation to which a toll order is in force 

The local highway 
authority 
concerned  

Development which consists of or includes the laying out or construction of a 
new street 

The local highway 
authority 

Development, other than householder development, within an area which has 
been notified for the purpose of this provision to the local planning authority 
by the Coal Authority because of the presence of land instability risks from 
coal mining 

The Coal 
Authority 

Development involving or including mining operations The Natural 
Resources Body 
for Wales 

(i) Development which has a direct physical impact on a scheduled 
monument. […]  

The Welsh 
Ministers 

Development involving the carrying out of works or operations in the bed of 
or on the banks of a river or stream 

The Natural 
Resources Body 
for Wales 

Development for the purpose of refining or storing mineral oils and their 
derivatives 

The Natural 
Resources Body 
for Wales 

Development relating to the retention, treatment or disposal of sewage, 
trade-waste, slurry or sludge (other than the laying of sewers, the 
construction of pumphouses in a line of sewers, the construction of septic 
tanks and cesspools serving single dwellinghouses or single caravans or single 
buildings in which not more than ten people will normally reside, work or 
congregate, and works ancillary thereto) 

The Natural 
Resources Body 
for Wales 

Development relating to the use of land as a cemetery The Natural 
Resources Body 
for Wales 
The water and 
sewerage 
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undertaker 
concerned 

Development— 
(i) in or likely to affect a site of special scientific interest; or (ii) within an area 
which has been notified to the local planning authority by the Natural 
Resources Body for Wales and which is within two kilometres, of a site of 
special scientific interest, of which notification has been given, or has effect as 
if given, to the local planning authority by the Natural Resources Body for 
Wales […] 

The Natural 
Resources Body 
for Wales 

Development involving – 
(i) any land on which there is a theatre; (ii) residential development 
(excluding householder development) within 50 metres of a theatre (not 
falling within paragraph (i)); or (iii) a proposed theatre. 

The Theatres 
Trust 

Development which is not for agricultural purposes, is not in accordance with 
the provisions of a development plan and involves— (i) the loss of not less 
than 20 hectares of grades 1, 2 or 3a agricultural land which is for the time 
being used (or was last used) for agricultural purposes; or (ii) the loss of less 
than 20 hectares of grades 1, 2 or 3a agricultural land which is for the time 
being used (or was last used) for agricultural purposes, in circumstances in 
which the development is likely to lead to a further loss of agricultural land 
amounting cumulatively to 20 hectares or more 

The Welsh 
Ministers 

Development within 250 metres of land which— 
(i) is or has, at any time in the 30 years before the relevant application, been 
used for the deposit of refuse or waste; and (ii) has been notified to the local 
planning authority by the Natural Resources Body for Wales for the purposes 
of this provision 

The Natural 
Resources Body 
for Wales 

Development which— 
(i) is likely to prejudice the use, or lead to the loss of use, of land being used 
as a playing field; or (ii) is on land which has been: (aa) used as a playing 
field at any time in the 5 years before the making of the relevant application 
and which remains undeveloped; or (bb) allocated for use as a playing field in 
a development plan or in proposals for such a plan or its alteration or 
replacement; or (iii) involves the replacement of the grass surface of a 
playing pitch on a playing field with an artificial, man-made or composite 
surface 

The Sports 
Council for Wales 

Development likely to affect— 
(i) any inland waterway (whether natural or artificial) or reservoir owned or 
managed by the Canal & River Trust; or (ii) any canal feeder channel, 
watercourse, let off or culvert, which is within an area which has been notified 
for the purposes of this provision to the local planning authority by the Canal 
& River Trust 

The Canal & River 
Trust 

Development— 
(i) involving the siting of new establishments; 
(ii) consisting of modifications to existing establishments covered by Article 
11 of Directive 2012/18/EU(23); or (iii) which is new, including transport 
routes, locations of public use and residential areas in the vicinity of existing 
establishments, where the siting or development may be the source of or 
increase the risk or consequences of a major accident 

The control of 
major accident 
hazards 
competent 
authority 

Development – 
(i) on land designated as Flood Zone C2; (ii) involving or including emergency 
services development or highly vulnerable development on land designated as 
Flood Zone C1 or on land that has been notified to the local planning authority 
by the Natural Resources Body for Wales for the purpose of this provision. 

The Natural 
Resources Body 
for Wales 

Development— The water and 
sewerage 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2016/59/made/data.xht?view=snippet&wrap=true#f00023
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3.8 With reference to Schedule 5 of the Order and taking into consideration the specific 

parameters of the development, it was decided to consult with the following 

organisations: - 

Specialist Consultees 

Carmarthenshire County Council  

National Resource Wales  

Cadw  

The Health and Safety Executive 

The Coal Authority  

The Welsh Minister for Economy and Transport  

The Welsh Minister for Culture, Sport and Tourism 

The Welsh Minister for Environment, Energy and Rural Affairs 

Highways Department, Carmarthenshire County Borough Council 

Identification of Relevant Persons   

3.9 The DNS Order requires that ‘relevant persons’ be consulted through the statutory 

pre-application consultation process.  Relevant persons deal with the need to 

consult those who would otherwise be responsible to make a decision on any 

secondary consents that are tied in with the DNS application submission.  In this 

instance, application for Listed Building Consent is sought for running the cable 

through listed bridge and this would typically be the remit of the Local Planning 

Authority to issue the Listed Building Consent.  In this respect, Carmarthenshire 

(i) involving new residential development (including single units); and (ii) 
which is major development not falling within paragraph (i). 

undertaker 
concerned 
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County Council were consulted as ‘specialist consultee’ and ‘relevant person’.  Cadw 

were also consulted as the development involved works to a listed structure. 
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4. STATUTORY PRE-APPLICATION PUBLICITY 

4.1 Section 61Z(3) of the Act requires applicants to publicise the proposed application 

in such a manner as is reasonably considered likely to bring it to the attention of a 

majority of the persons who own or occupy premises in the vicinity of the land.  

The applicant advertised a consultation period running from Wednesday 7th    

August to Friday 27th September 2019.   The formal consultation lasted for 51 days 

but the applicant still accepted consultation responses after 27th September 2019. 

4.2 In accordance with Article 8 of the Order the applicant has: 

• Displayed up to 6 bilingual site notices from 7th August 2019 for a minimum 

of 42 days;  

• Served written notice on owners or occupiers of land adjoining the site, 

• Published a bilingual notice in the local newspapers (Llanelli Star and South 

Wales Guardian, both appearing in the weekly edition published on 7th 

August 2019).  

• Published bilingual adverts in the local newspapers promoting the exhibition 

(Llanelli Star and South West Guardian) 

• Published all documents specified in Article 8(1)(b) on a website for a period 

of not less than 42 days.  

Requisite Site Notices   

4.3 Pursuant to Section 8(1)(a)(i), which requires the display of a site notice, in at least 

one place on or near the land to which the proposed application relates, a total of 

six notices were erected on the morning of Wednesday 7th August 2019.     

4.4 A copy of the site notice is provided at Appendix 3. 

4.5 The locations are shown on the illustration below:-  
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4.6 Descriptive narrative of the locations are set out below along with a photograph of 

the notice on display.   

No Location (coordinates)  Photo  

1 Erected onto the gated 

access to field & along PRoW 

to the south of Blaenhiraeth 

Farm 

(Easting 254335, Northing 

204754) 
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2 Erected onto field gate 

between Blaenhiraeth farm 

and Cilddewi Bridge 

(easting 254563, northing 

204868) 

 

3 Erected onto the gated 

access to the immediate 

north of Cilddewi Bridge  

(easting 244609, northing 

205357) 

 

4 Erected onto the gated 

access to site between Cil-

Ddewi Fawr and Cil-Ddewi 

Uchaf. 

(easting 254660, northing 

205950) 
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5 Erected onto the gated 

access to site between Cil-

Ddewi Uchaf and Cefn Goleu 

(easting 254578, northing 

206391) 

 

6 Erected onto the gated 

access to site off the A476 

(easting 253261, northing 

205184) 

 

Written Notice   

4.7 As required under article 8(1)(a)(ii) and 9(2) and 9(3) Letters and Notices were 

sent out to owners or occupiers of land adjoining the land to which the proposed 

application relates together with community, relevant persons and specialist 

consultees.  The consultation packs were released in two tranches, the first on 7 

August 2019 and the second on 9th August 2019.  The consultation pack varies for 

each consultee  

4.8 Specialist consultees, relevant persons and community consultees each received 

consultation packs containing: - 

• Covering letter 

• Notice   
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• Branded USB stick containing pdf. copies of: -   

i. Site location plan  

ii. Planning application drawing  

iii. Design and access statement  

iv. Environmental statement  

v. ES Non-Technical Summary 

vi. Economic Report 

vii. Transport Statement & Construction Management Plan 

viii. Heritage Assessment   

4.9 Owners / Occupiers within and on land adjoining the application site received the 

following information pack: -  

• Covering Letter 

• Notice 

• Site Location Plan 

4.10 Schedule of letters and date sent is set out below: -   

Name or Address Consultee type Date posted  

Carmarthenshire County 

Council  

Specialist consultee / 

relevant person  

7 August 2019  

National Resource Wales  
Specialist consultee  7 August 2019  

Cadw  
Specialist consultee  7 August 2019  

The Health and Safety 

Executive 

Specialist consultee  7 August 2019  
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The Coal Authority  
Specialist consultee  7 August 2019  

The Welsh Minister for 

Economy and Transport  

Specialist consultee  7 August 2019  

The Welsh Minister for 

Culture, Sport and 

Tourism 

Specialist consultee  7 August 2019  

The Welsh Minister for 

Environment, Energy and 

Rural Affairs 

Specialist consultee  7 August 2019  

Highways Department, 

Carmarthenshire County 

Borough Council 

Specialist consultee  7 August 2019  

Llannon Community 

Council  

Community consultee 
7 August 2019  

LLangennech Community 

Council  

Community consultee 7 August 2019  

Llanelli Rural District 

Council  

Community consultee 7 August 2019  

Councillor Emlyn Dole  
Community consultee 9 August 2019  

Councillor Dot Jones  
Community consultee 9 August 2019  

Councillor Gary Jones  
Community consultee 9 August 2019  

Councillor Giles Morgan  
Community consultee 9 August 2019  
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Councillor Gwyneth 

Thomas 

Community consultee 9 August 2019  

Keepers Lodge, 

Llangennech, SA14 8PX  

Owner or occupier of 

adjoining land 

7 August 2019  

Chief Executive, 

Carmarthenshire County 

Council 

Owner or occupier of 
adjoining land 

7 August 2019  

Clochryie Farmhouse, 

Felinfoel, SA14 8EZ  

Owner or occupier of 
adjoining land 

7 August 2019  

Llwynon, Llanon, Llanelli 
Owner or occupier of 
adjoining land 

7 August 2019  

Meddfyw Farm, Felinfoel 
Owner or occupier of 
adjoining land 

7 August 2019  

Llety’r Wennol, Llannon, 

SA14 8JH 

Owner or occupier of 
adjoining land 

7 August 2019  

Cilddwei Farm, Llannon  
Owner or occupier of 
adjoining land 

7 August 2019  

Cware Farm, Felinfoel 
Owner or occupier of 
adjoining land 

7 August 2019  

The Lodge, Tyr-Lan 

Farm, Llannon 

Owner or occupier of 
adjoining land 

7 August 2019  

Brynteg House, 

Henderscythan Road, 

Crown Hill, Llantwit Fadre 

Owner or occupier of 
adjoining land 

7 August 2019  

Llwyntew Farm, Llannon 
Owner or occupier of 
adjoining land 

7 August 2019  

Alltyfran Fawr Farm, 

Llangennech 

Owner or occupier of 
adjoining land 

7 August 2019  
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Blaenhiraeth Farm  
Owner or occupier of 
adjoining land 

7 August 2019  

4.11 Copies of the specialist consultees letters are provided at Appendix 4. 

4.12 Copies of the community consultee letters are provided at Appendix 5. 

4.13 Copies of the owner / occupier letters are provided at Appendix 6. 

Published Documents 

4.14 As required under Article 8(1)(b) a website was created (penderisolarfarm.co).  The 

website went live on the morning of 7 August 2019 and remains live.  Whilst the 

website is periodically updated, the draft planning application form, documents and 

relevant notices were available for download during the entire statutory 

consultation period. The documents made available on the website during the 

statutory consultation included:- 

• Penderi Consultation Leaflet 

• Penderi Design and Access Statement 

• Penderi Agricultural Assessment 

• Penderi Economic Benefits Report 

• Penderi Environmental Statement: -    

i. Penderi Environmental Statement Main Statement  

ii. Penderi Environmental Statement Non-Technical Statement 

iii. Penderi Environmental Statement Technical Appendices 

• Penderi Heritage Assessment 

• Penderi Transport Statement 

• Penderi Draft DNS Application Form 

• Penderi Notice under Article 9(3) 

• Penderi Notices Under Articles 8 and 9 

http://www.penderisolarfarm.co/
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• PINS Acceptance of Notification Letter to Applicant 

• Planning application drawings:  

iv. Penderi Boundary Detail 

v. Penderi CCTV 

vi. Penderi Fence Detail 

vii. Penderi Gate Details 

viii. Penderi Invert Detail  

ix. Penderi Mounting Structure 

x. Penderi Proposed Site Layout 

xi. Penderi Site Location Plan 1 

xii. Penderi Site Location Plan 2 

xiii. Penderi Track Detail 

xiv. Penderi Transformer 

xv. Penderi WS Elevation 

• Penderi Consultation Banners1   

NEWSPAPERS   

4.15 The Llanelli Star and South Wales Guardian are two local papers which cover the 

locality and a bilingual notice was published in both papers, appearing in their 

weekly edition published on 7th August 2019).    The weekly editions also contained 

a separate bilingual advert promoting the public exhibition.  

4.16 A copy of the advert is presented at Appendix 7.  

LEAFLET DROP   

 
1 This was amended during the consultation period to correct a typo on one of the public 
exhibition consultation banners with regards to economic benefits. 
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4.17 In addition to the statutory consultation requirements, a leaflet was distributed to 

the nearest 120 properties surrounding the site.  The leaflet was posted on 7 August 

2019.     

4.18 A copy of the leaflet is provided at Appendix 8.   

Public Exhibition   

4.19 The applicant originally scheduled a single public exhibition event and this took 

place on: -  

• Tuesday 13 August 2019 from 2pm until 8pm at the Best Western Hotel, 

Felinfoel, Llanelli, SA15 3PJ 

4.20 Following the exhibition, the applicant was approached by both the Llangennech 

Community Council and Cllr Gwyneth Thomas who asked the applicant to consider 

holding a second exhibition event at Llangennech.   The applicant agreed and this 

took place on: - 

• Thursday 19th September 2019 from 4pm to 8pm at the Llangennech 

Community Centre, SA14 8TH. 

4.21 The second consultation event was advertised on the project website.  Llangennech 

Community Council also advertised the second exhibition.    

4.22 The exhibition materials included:- 

• Exhibition Boards – The exhibition boards covered a wide range of subjects 

including the background of Voltalia UK Ltd; need for the proposed 

development; the envisaged public benefits of the proposal and 

visualisations.  A copy of the boards is provided at Appendix 9. 

• Key Document Printouts – including the draft planning application 

submission (documents and plans printed to correct scale), OS Map, project 

leaflet (that attendees could take with them), application form and public 

notices.  

• Feedback Forms – Feedback forms were made available to all attendees and 

all attendees were encouraged to fill in and leave the forms at the event. A 

copy of the feedback form is provided at Appendix 10. 
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• Seating area –a tabled seating area was made available to provide a 

suitable environment for visitors to discuss the proposals and fill out 

feedback forms.   Teas and coffees were also available at the Best Western 

Hotel drop in.  

Community Council   

4.23 As part of the statutory notification to the community councils, the supporting 

covering letter advised how the applicant was willing to meet up with the 

community council to discuss the scheme.  Llanelli Rural Community Council 

requested that the applicant attend their planning committee to introduce the 

scheme.  The applicant duly accepted and this took place on Monday 16th 

September 2019.   

4.24 A copy of the community council’s minutes is provided at Appendix 11.  

4.25 In line with paragraph 5.9.20 of Planning Policy Wales, which sets out how the 

Welsh Government supports renewables and low carbon energy projects which 

benefits the host community or Wales as a whole, separate discussion have also 

been undertaken with the community councils with regards to community benefits 

and the outcome of these are discussed in a separate Community Benefits Note 

supporting this application submission.   

Declaration of Compliance with Act / Order  

4.26 Appendix 12 presents the Applicants declaration confirming: -  

• That the site notice was displayed around the site to which the proposed 

development relates for a period in excess of 42 days; and  

• That all owners of land within and adjoining the application site have been 

notified of the proposed development. 
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5. NUMBER OF RESPONSES 

5.1 This section details the number of responses received during the statutory 

consultation period.  

Public Exhibition   

5.2 A head count was undertaken of all visitors entering the public exhibitions. 

5.3 The public exhibition held on Tuesday 13 August was attended by 37 [thirty-

seven] people and the exhibition held on Thursday 19th September was attended 

by 25 [twenty-five] people.   Photographs of both events are set out below.     

Best Western Hotel  

13 August 2019 

Llangennech Community Centre 

19 September 2019 

  

 

5.4 Six feedback forms were completed and returned during the first exhibition and 

one completed feedback forms was returned during the second exhibition.  

5.5 An additional 20 responses were received via email, letter or the project website.   

This tally has included multiple representations made by one or more respondents, 

so the actual number of people who made comments are less than 20.  A transcript 

of the representations is provided at Appendix 13.  Some respondents also 

submitted their representations to the Council and the Planning Inspectorate and 

these together with Planning Inspectorate responses are not included within this 

report.                                                                      
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Specialist Consultees and Relevant Persons  

5.6 Statutory responses were provided by: -  

• Carmarthenshire County Council (as local planning authority and highway 

authority) [see Appendix 14] 

• Cadw [Appendix 15] 

• The Coal Authority [Appendix 16] 

• National Resource Wales [Appendix 17] 

• The Health and Safety Executive [Appendix 18] 

Community Consultees  

5.7 Communications was received from all three Community Councils and Councillor 

Gwyneth Thomas. 
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6. RESPONSES FROM STATUTORY CONSULTEES AND CONSEQUENT ACTIONS 

6.1 This section of the report sets out the responses received from specialist / statutory 

consultees and consequent actions undertaken by the applicant.   

Coal Authority   

6.2 The Coal Authority consultee response confirmed that a Coal Mining Risk 

assessment would not be required to support the planning application submission. 

They also suggested that their standard Informative Note should be added t the 

Decision Notice.   This requirement is acceptable to the applicant.  

Cadw   

6.3 Comments from Cadw of 1st October 2019 refer to the Heritage Assessment 

undertaken by Cotswold Archaeology in relation to this proposal. The comments 

confirmed that Listed Building Consent following consultation with the 

Carmarthenshire County Council Conservation Officer would be required in relation 

to the works to the road across the Grade II Listed bridge over Afon Morlais. The 

comments reiterated the potential effects of the proposal upon the significance of 

other assets as a result of the change within their settings. There was reference to 

the incorrect reference to current legislation in Wales, which has been corrected as 

advised. It is noted that a Heritage Impact Assessment is provided and duly 

supports the application for Listed Building Consent. 

The Health and Safety Executive   

6.4 The HSE consultation response confirmed that there are no major hazard facilities 

in the vicinity of the proposed project and provided the development would not 

introduce populations within the HSE public safety zones of Herbrandston to 

Aberdulais pipeline and the Duffryn Clydach to Pontyates pipeline, then the HSE 

does not object to the development.  The development would not introduce any 

new populations into the existing public safety zones.  

National Resource Wales   

6.5 National Resources Wales (NRW) was contacted through their Discretionary Advice 

Service and a response was received in October 2017. They highlighted that 

updated ecological surveys would need to be undertaken. Consequently, the 

2014/5 surveys were updated in 2018/9. They also requested clarification in terms 
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of the methodology by which sections of hedgerow are to be removed, further 

information on the suitability of watercourses for water vole, enlargement of buffers 

around badger setts and a more detailed assessment of impacts on internationally 

designated sites. This was subsequently addressed in the ES Chapter and related 

Appendices. NRW also advised on the production of a CEMP to cover protection of 

watercourses; both a Construction Ecological Management Plan (CEcEMP) and an 

Outline Construction Environmental Management Plan (OCEMP) have been 

produced to address these concerns. 

6.6 NRW also provided a Development of National Significance pre-application 

response in August 2019. This identified a few reporting errors which were 

corrected. It was highlighted that an European Protected Species (EPS) 

Development Licence for dormice would be required – this will be obtained once 

planning permission has been granted. The remaining concerns were addressed 

within an  OCEMP and related to protection of watercourses and species which 

utilise them. 

Carmarthenshire County Council   

6.7 Carmarthenshire County Council’s response was coordinated and provide by their 

Planning Service. As part of their response, the Council appended their previous 

non-statutory pre-application advice (dated 9 January 2019) together with 

additional focused comments.   The matters raised are summarised below.  

Acoustics   

6.8 The Council requested that a Noise Impact Assessment should accompany any 

planning application in order to assess and quantify any noise impact on third 

parties.  The draft planning application documentation did not include a Noise 

Impact Assessment, and this is duly rectified for the main submission.  The Noise 

Impact Assessment has been prepared by Ion Acoustics.  

Glint and Glare   

6.9 To ensure the amenity of occupiers of other properties in the vicinity of the site are 

protected, the council’s Public Protection Division duly request that any planning 

application should be supported by a Glint & Glare Assessment.    
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6.10 The application submission is duly supported by a Glint & Glare Assessment 

prepared by Pager Power Ltd.   

Landscape   

6.11 The Council provided detailed landscape comments as part of the Non-Statutory 

pre-application advice and much of the information they requested at that stage 

was either already incorporated into the documents forming part of the statutory 

consultation or had been commissioned, such as the residential amenity 

assessment.  The Council requested a comprehensive visual assessment from the 

surrounding area and this is included within the final Environmental Statement.    

Built Heritage   

6.12 As part of its statutory response, the Council advised that they had no additional 

comments to those made as part of their non-statutory January 2019 advice.  As 

part of their earlier advice, the council advised that they had no objections to the 

scheme and requested that a Heritage Impact Assessment accompanied the 

application to assess the impacts of the proposed works on the Grade II Cilddewi 

Bridge.  In repose, the application submission is duly supported by a Heritage 

Impact Assessment. 

Countryside Access   

6.13 As part of its January 2019 non statutory pre-application response, the Council 

noted how the arrays crossed public footpath 33/54.  The layout plan was 

subsequently amended for the statutory consultation process and the modifications 

included, amongst other things, the removal of arrays from the right of way.  For 

the final design, a permissive footpath has also been added to the layout.  This 

responds to comments made during the public exhibitions which specified that 

sections of the PRoW located outside the red line boundary were physically 

inaccessible as it traverses directly through residential properties at Keepers Lodge 

and Blaenhiraeth Fach.  The permissive footpath would be maintained by the 

developer for the duration of the development.  The permissive footpath provides 

a positive enhancement that will allow the local community the opportunity to get 

back the use of footpath 33/54 during the lifetime of the development.  By 

providing this permissive footpath, the applicant is not providing a diversion or 

replacement to the definitive footpath which remains as delineated i.e running 
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through Keepers Lodge and Blaenhiraeth Fach.  It will not be in the applicant’s gift 

to retain the permissive footpath following decommissioning. 

Highways 

6.14 As part of its formal response, the Highways Planning Liaison team acknowledged 

how the draft Transport Statement and Construction Management Plan reflected 

the recommendations it previously made as part of the non-statutory consultation 

process.   For its statutory response, the Highways Planning Liaison team noted the 

need for a pre-commencement condition to allow the finalisation of the construction 

traffic strategy once the final build-out team is known, and this is acceptable to the 

applicant. 

Ecology 

6.15 The LPA ecologist has been engaged with the process and provided detailed 

comments within the EIA Screening Opinion in November 2014 which directed the 

scope of ecological surveys undertaken.  

6.16 A pre-application response was received in January 2019 which triggered a site 

meeting in order to fully discuss outstanding concerns. Subsequent to this, various 

amendments were made including relocating a cable route to avoid impacts on 

trees/badgers, and provision of mitigation for skylarks and inclusion of appropriate 

buffers for the various types of watercourses on the site.  The LEMP was also 

discussed and subsequently amended to include more flexibility in the seed mix 

utilised, a focus on protection and enhancement of habitats already on the site and 

a more detailed methodology for monitoring including longer term monitoring and 

regular meetings with the LPA.  
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7. RESPONSES FROM COMMUNITY AND CONSEQUENT ACTIONS. 

7.1 This section provides a summary of the main issues raised by community 

consultees including community councils and local residents during the statutory 

consultation period.  In considering the main issues, the changes made to the 

scheme following the non-statutory consultations must be taken into account.    

7.2 The mains issues put forward by respondents are: -   

• Concerns over the principle and need of development  

• Concerns with regards to the visual impacts of the development  

• Impacts with regards to the loss of agricultural land   

• Impacts on Biodiversity   

• Position on Community Benefits  

• Concerns over the consultation strategy  

• Impacts of the project on the Welsh Language    

• Errors in consultation materials   

7.3 Each issue is discussed in turn below.  

Concerns over the Principle and Need of Development  

7.4 There is a plethora of Government legislation, guidance and policy which support 

the transition to a low carbon future and the continued roll out of renewables and 

low carbon energy and associated infrastructure. 

7.5 The Clean Growth Strategy, published in October 2017, provides the Government's 

latest position on solar parks and sets out a comprehensive set of policies and 

proposals that aim to accelerate the pace of "clean growth", i.e. deliver increased 

economic growth and decreased emissions. To achieve the clean growth, the 

Government identifies how the UK will need to nurture low carbon technologies, 

processes and systems that are as cheap as possible, this includes subsidy free 

ground mounted solar parks as achieved by this development proposal. The 

Government places significant emphasis on securing increased investment across 

the energy systems whilst minimising, as much as possible, the public costs for 
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securing such investments and makes multiple references to how they are seeking 

the delivery of solar without subsidy. The application proposal would contribute 

towards this requirement.   

7.6 The impact of Brexit on UK energy and climate change policy is subject to the 

outcome of the Brexit negotiations. The possible consequences vary based on 

whether the outcome is a full Brexit deal, a sector-specific deal, or in the case of 

no Brexit deal.  The United Kingdom is currently a full member of the European 

Union Internal Energy Market (IEM). The IEM allows harmonised, tariff-free trading 

of gas and electricity across Europe (through interconnectors), leading to lower 

prices and greater security of supply. As wholesale gas and electricity prices in the 

UK are generally higher than elsewhere in Europe, interconnection has caused a 

reduction in wholesale prices, and hence consumer prices in the UK.  Leaving the 

IEM has the potential to impact the trade of energy through interconnectors. The 

Government’s Briefing Paper on Energy, Climate Change and Brexit identifies how 

one potential impact of leaving the IEM is an increase in the cost of energy imports 

and this in turn would be passed on to UK's householders and businesses. In terms 

of energy security, it notes how the interest of the United Kingdom should be to 

increase the flexibility and resilience of the grid, especially with increasing 

intermittent renewables. The development proposal would contribute towards the 

objectives set out in the briefing note. 

7.7 At a local level, Carmarthenshire County Council made its own Climate Change 

Emergency Declaration during its full council meeting on 20 February 2019. 

7.8 Turning to Planning Policy Wales (PPW), states how legislation secures a 

presumption in favour of sustainable development in accordance with the 

development plan unless material considerations indicate otherwise to ensure that 

social, economic, cultural and environmental issues are balanced and integrated  

Section 5.7 of PPW specifically relates to Energy.   Paragraph 5.7.1 identifies how 

the planning system plays a key role in delivering clean growth and the 

decarbonising of energy, as well as being crucial in building resilience to the impacts 

of climate change.  Paragraph 5.7.2 reaffirms how The Environment Act sets a legal 

target of reducing greenhouse gas emissions by at least 80% by 2050. The Act also 

requires a series of interim targets (for 2020, 2030 and 2040) and associated 

carbon budgets for key sectors. The budgets will set limits on the total amount of 

greenhouse gas emissions emitted in Wales over a 5 year period to serve as 

stepping stones and ensure progress is made towards the 2050 target. 
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7.9 Paragraph 5.7.7 identifies how "The planning system should secure an 

appropriate mix of energy provision, which maximises benefits to our 

economy and communities whilst minimising potential environmental and 

social impacts. This forms part of the Welsh Government's aim to secure 

the strongest economic development policies, to underpin growth and 

prosperity in Wales, recognising the importance of decarbonisation and 

the sustainable use of natural resources, both as an economic driver and 

a commitment to sustainable development".  Paragraph 5.7.8 goes on to state 

how the benefits of renewable and low carbon energy, as part of the overall 

commitment to tackle climate change is of 'paramount importance' to the Welsh 

Government.  Renewable energy targets are discussed at paragraph 5.7.16 of PPW, 

to recap the Welsh Assembly will seek for Wales to generate 70% of its electricity 

consumption from renewable energy by 2030; for one Gigawatt of renewable 

electricity capacity in Wales to be locally owned by 2030; and  for new renewable 

energy projects to have at least an element of local ownership by 2020. 

7.10 With regards to decision taking, paragraph 5.9.17 states how "Planning authorities 

should give significant weight to the Welsh Government's targets to increase 

renewable and low carbon energy generation, as part of our overall approach to 

tackling climate change and increasing energy security. In circumstances where 

protected landscape, biodiversity and historical designations and buildings are 

considered in the decision making process, only the direct irreversible impacts on 

statutorily protected sites and buildings and their settings (where appropriate) 

should be considered. In all cases, considerable weight should be attached to the 

need to produce more energy from renewable and low carbon sources, in order for 

Wales to meet its carbon and renewable targets".  The Welsh Government has 

recently consulted on its first National Development Framework for Wales.  The 

NDF is a statutory requirement and will set out the Welsh Government’s strategy 

for addressing its national priorities through the planning system. The final NDF is 

due to be published in September 2020.  The draft consultation document sets out 

priority areas for the development of large scape solar energy development and 

the application site is firmly located within Priority Area No. 13.    

7.11 At a local level, Policy RE3 of the Carmarthenshire Local Development Plan is out 

of kilter with national policy and identifies how large scale schemes in open 

countryside would be permitted where there is an overriding need for the scheme 
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which can be satisfactorily justified and the development would not cause harm to 

the landscape. 

Concerns with regards to the visual impacts of the development  

7.12 Some respondents expressed concerns over the visual impacts of the proposed 

solar PV development within the private views from individual residential properties 

in the surroundings the site. A separate Residential Visual Amenity Assessment 

(RVAA) has been undertaken in to response to these requests from the local 

residents and also in response to the request from the Planning Inspectorate and 

Carmarthenshire Council within the EIA Scoping Direction on 3rd May 2019. The 

RVAA is included within Appendix 6.4 of the LVIA contained within Chapter 6 of the 

Environmental Statement (ES). 

7.13 The scope and study area of residential properties included within this RVAA has 

been informed by the findings of the LVIA, the Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) 

mapping, post code data and consultation with Carmarthenshire Council together 

with subsequent requests from the residents themselves following the public 

consultation event held on 13th August 2019. 

7.14 The site layout and landscape framework plans were amended in response to the 

observations and findings of the RVAA including, in particular: 

• Removal of solar arrays within the layout to the north of Site A to mitigate 

the visual effects from Penderi Farm and Wayside properties; 

• Removal of solar arrays within the layout to the south of Site A and the 

inclusion of proposed hedgerows to mitigate the visual effects from 

Blaenhiraeth Fach; and 

• Removal of solar arrays within the layout to the south west of Site C to 

mitigate the visual effects from Medelfyw Farm and Fferm y Cware. 

7.15 The visual effects on Troserch Woods as a recreational resource to the south east 

of Site C was also expressed as a concern at the public consultation event. The 

woodland is enclosed by treecover although additional representative viewpoints 

have been included within the updated LVIA to assess the views from St Illtyds 

Walk on the rising ground to the south east of Troserch Woods (Viewpoint 13) and 

from the layby near the car parking area near Graig Fach (Viewpoint 14). The visual 

effects on Troserch Woods were considered to be not significant within the updated 

LVIA.  
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Impacts with regards to the loss of agricultural land   

7.16 Respondents questioned why a specific soil survey had not been undertaken at the 

site. 

7.17 Response.  Planning Policy Wales Edition 10 notes that agricultural land of Grades 

1, 2 and 3a should be conserved as the “best and most versatile”.  Footnote 53 of 

paragraph 3.54 links to the Welsh Government’s Predictive Map for Agricultural 

Land Classification (ALC). 

7.18 On the predictive map the whole site is shown to be predicted to be no better than 

Subgrade 3b.  Our earlier assessments had reached a similar conclusion.  Therefore 

the land is not capable of comprising “best and most versatile” agricultural land. 

7.19 Using the Welsh Government Predictive Map Guidance Note, also linked from 

Footnote 53 of PPWE10, the “survey decision flowchart” in section 4 confirms that 

where land is predicted not to contain any BMV grades “Survey Not Required”.  

Therefore in this case a detailed soil survey is not necessary as the land can be no 

higher than Subgrade 3b. 

Impacts on Biodiversity 

7.20 Two respondents highlighted that the proposal does not offer biodiversity gains, 

however, the LEMP has been carefully prepared to ensure that there are significant 

gains, including creation of diverse grassland, new hedgerow planting, installation 

of bird, bat and dormouse boxes, creation of scrapes for snipe and installation of 

hibernacula for reptiles. Additionally, conservation grazing by sheep will be applied 

to part of the site in order to allow the grassland to diversify. 

7.21 There was also a concern with regards to the detail of the habitats survey, however, 

this was carried out in greater detail than that set out within the Phase 1 handbook2 

(refer to Appendix 7.1 – Phase 1 Report).  

7.22 There were concerns that impacts on barn owl and woodcock have not been 

properly addressed; the documents have been amended to extend the assessment 

of impacts on woodcock and include an assessment of impacts on barn owl. 

 
2 JNCC, (2010), Handbook for Phase 1 habitat survey – a technique for environmental 
audit, JNCC, Peterborough, ISBN 0 86139 636 7 
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7.23 One respondent raised the issue of the absence of bat survey data other than a 

desk study. The scope of bat surveys was agreed with the LPA ecologist and Natural 

Resources Wales; it was decided that as no trees are to be removed, impacts on 

hedgerows are minimal and the fact that night time lighting will not be required, 

that impacts on bats will be minimal and so bat surveys would not be necessary. 

The cessation of intensive agriculture and establishment of more diverse grassland 

is likely to increase the number of invertebrate prey on the site for foraging bats.  

7.24 Disturbance to dormice was also raised as a potential issue; this has been 

addressed in the documents and an European Protected Species licence will be 

obtained. This will contain a detailed working methodology to reduce impacts as 

far as possible, with any remaining disturbance covered under licence. Given that 

very little hedgerow removal is required, buffer zones to field boundaries will be 

applied and that construction works adjacent to hedgerows will be temporary, it is 

not considered that the development will have a negative impact on dormice. 

Concerns over the Consultation Strategy  

7.25 Some respondents made critical comments over the consultation strategy.  In 

response, the applicant considers that it has carried out a robust community 

consultation strategy which went over and above the requirements of the DNS 

procedure.   This included the provision of a public exhibition and its appropriate 

advertisement (bilingual) in two local papers.  At the request of LLangennech 

Community Council a second consultation event was held at Llangennech 

Community Hall.  Whilst the statutory consultation period closed on 27 September 

2019, the applicant is still continuing to engage with respondents including the 

community councils.  Taking into consideration how the local community may be 

unfamiliar with the DNS procedure, the applicant ensured that the banners and 

other consultation materials provided clear advice over the planning application 

process and this included identifying the stages they were able to provide 

comments to the applicant and then directly to the Planning Inspectorate.  To take 

account that the start of the statutory pre-application was in the summer, the 

applicant purposefully set the formal consultation to 51 days instead of the 

minimum 42 days. 
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Impacts of the project on the Welsh Language and Culture  

7.26 Some respondents asserted that the development hasn’t considered the impacts 

on the Welsh Language.  

7.27 In response, The Technical Advice Note 20 planning and the welsh Language 

(published in October 2017) identifies how “The Welsh Government is 

committed to a plan-led system where decisions on planning applications 

and appeals are made in accordance with an adopted development plan, 

unless outweighed by other material considerations. Planning decisions 

should be concerned with the use of land rather than the identity or 

personal characteristics of the user”. It goes on to state how “In determining 

individual planning applications and appeals, considerations relating to 

the use of the Welsh language may be taken into account so far as they 

are material. Section 70(2) TCPA does not give any additional weight to 

the Welsh language above any other material consideration and decisions 

on all applications for planning permission must be based on planning 

grounds only and be reasonable.  Planning applications should not 

routinely be subject to Welsh language impact assessment, as this would 

duplicate the SA and LDP site selection processes. Provided that the SA 

has given due consideration to the Welsh Language, an impact assessment 

at application stage would not be based on any further information than 

that which has been presented during the plan preparation stage [..]” 

7.28 The guidance emphasis that not all applications should be routinely subject to welsh 

language impacts assessment as this would duplicate the Sustainability Appraisal 

of development plan documents.  In this instance the application site forms part of 

the wider parcel of land that has been strategically identified as being suitable for 

ground mounted solar within the Draft National Developed Framework that was 

published by the Welsh Government for consultation between August and 

November 2019.  A Sustainability Appraisal formed part of the draft National 

Development Framework.  

7.29 With regards to development management considerations, TAN 20 sets out how 

the need for a Welsh language impact assessment would be limited to residential 

schemes (ten or more units) or commercial employment sites which generate new 

populations.  Neither threshold apply to this development proposal which relates to 

renewable energy.  Furthermore as the development would be unmanned it would 
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not create any new permanent population to the local area which would require 

consideration by way of a welsh language impacts assessment.  

7.30 In line with the Planning (wales) Act 2015, which requires, amongst other things, 

the consideration of the Welsh language at every level of the planning system, the 

applicant has adopted specific steps during the planning application process; these 

have included: -   

• Publication of advertisements in English and Welsh;  

• Publication of a bilingual notice   

• Bilingual feedback forms   

• Allowing community communicate in welsh, by email or telephone, directly 

to a key member of the main project team without the need for any 

translation service.   

• Provision of key document in Welsh – Environmental Statement Non-

Technical Summary.   

7.31 The development proposal itself would contribute to the local community by way 

of community benefits.  As stated elsewhere in this report, separate discussion 

have also been undertaken with the Community Councils with regards to 

community benefits and the outcome of these are discussed in a separate 

Community Benefits Note supporting this application submission.   

7.32 To reflect the linguistic character of the area and to encourage bilingual provision, 

the permissive footpath will be demarked with bilingual signposts.        

7.33 In addition, to reflect paragraph 4.1.2 of TAN 20, the applicant has given the 

development a welsh name that is linked to the locality, namely Penderi Solar Farm.  

However, during the statutory consultation period the applicant received a request 

from a local resident to rename the  development since Penderi is also associated 

with other land and properties within the locality.  For the formal submission, the 

applicant agreed to place a greater emphasis on Blaenhiraeth Farm but is unable 

to completely drop the name ‘Penderi Solar Farm’ as this is the project name that 

the wider community would associate with the development proposal. 
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Errors in Consultation Document   

7.34 After the first public exhibition, the applicant noted there was a typo on one of the 

consultation infographic banners dealing with ‘Proposed Site Layout and Key 

Benefits’.  The error specifically related to how much investment would be delivered 

into the scheme and the banner erroneous stated that this would be £80 million 

instead of the £30 million as calculated in the Economic Report that was also 

provided and made available as part of the consultation documents.  For the second 

public exhibition, attendees were verbally advised of the correct figure by the 

Project Team as they viewed the relevant banner. 

7.35 A copy of the consultation banners were available for all to view and download on 

the project website and these were amended to specify the correct figure before 

the second consultation event was held.  
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8. CONCLUSION   

8.1 This Consultation Report demonstrates that the applicant has carried out the 

necessary post notification publicity and consultation as set out by Article 8 of the 

Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016.     

8.2 Stakeholders have been engaged from a very early stage including non-statutory 

engagement and consultation to statutory consultation and engagement.  These 

can be summarised as: -  

• Non-Statutory engagement and consultation - Non-statutory discussion 

with public and statutory consultees through extensive informal 

consultations. Public exhibitions over the preliminary designs were held in 

2015 and non-statutory consultation were held with statutory consultees 

between 2015 and 2019.  

• Environmental Impact Assessment Scoping Direction - Request for a 

Scoping Direction under Regulation 33 of the Town and Country Planning 

(Environmental Impact Assessment) (wales) Regulations 2017 on 12 March 

2019.  The Planning Inspectorate issued their Scoping Direction on 3 May 

2019. 

• Notification - In June 2019, the applicant gave formal notification to the 

Planning Inspectorate of its intention to submit a planning application. 

• Acceptance Period - Notice of Acceptance provided by Planning Inspectorate 

on 27 June 2019. 

• Statutory pre-application consultation - The statutory pre-application 

consultation was carried out for 51 days, starting on Wednesday 7 August 

2019 and finishing on Friday 27 September 2019. 

• Post-Statutory Engagement - Consultation and continued engagement 

undertaken between September 2019 and December 2019 to keep 

stakeholders informed of progress and to keep consultees informed on final 

minor refinements to schemes. 

8.3 The consultation responses have been documented and considered throughout the 

design evolution of the project both during the non-statutory and statutory 

consultation phases.  This has resulted in stakeholders having a clear influence on 
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the development, and this is especially prevalent with regards to the positioning of 

the arrays within the individual field enclosures whereby significant changes were 

introduced to the scheme as a direct response to the comments received at the 

non-statutory stage.  

8.4 The applicant is also committed to the preparation of a Statement of Common 

Ground.  The Council has agreed to work together on this document during the 

formal post submission consultation phase. 
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Development proposal
The proposed development constitutes the installation of a photovoltaic ground 
mounted solar park to generate circa 35 MW of renewable energy. Benefits of 
the scheme include:-

Generation of renewable energy - sufficient to provide the annual power needs 
of approximately 10,606 households. Due to grid capacity limitations, this is one of 
the few remaining opportunities in the region for significant embedded generation.

Carbon reduction – The scheme would displace circa 15,050 tonnes of carbon 
dioxide that may be otherwise be generated through the burning of traditional 
fossil fuels. Fossil fuel remains the dominant source of energy generation, 
accounting to 86.2 per cent of supply. Improving the region’s access to sustainable 
energy sources is a strategic objective of the Wales Spatial Plan; which in itself 
provides the need to deliver more renewable energy at the local level;

renewable energy targets - UK has signed up to the European Renewable Energy 
Directive which includes a UK target of 15 per cent of energy from renewables 
by 2020. This equates to a seven-fold increase in the UK’s renewable energy 
consumption (2008 baseline) and is the most challenging of all European countries;

Decentralised energy - Government is keen to maximise the potential of 
decentralised supply and locally distributed generation in meeting our renewables 
target. This local generation reduces transmission losses and lowers carbon 
emissions. Security of supply is increased  nationally as customers don’t have to 
share a supply or rely on relatively few, large and remote power stations;

Biodiversity Improvements – the proposal will introduce biodiversity enhancement 
measures which will provide significant benefits for a diverse array of native wildlife;

Community Benefits – It is important to Martifer and Electronomy that the 
communities closest to the solar park gain a lasting benefit from the development. 
In line with government guidance, we are offering a community fund for 
investment in local projects which bring economic, social and/or environmental 
benefits to the area;

sustainable Development – Welsh Assembly Government has emphasised 
that delivery of renewable development is central to the economic, social and 
environmental dimensions of sustainable development. Planning Policy Wales 
supports the need to tackle the causes of climate change by moving towards a low 
carbon economy. This includes facilitating development that reduces emissions of 
greenhouse gases in a sustainable manner, such as renewable energy.
 
operatIonal lIfespan
It is expected to generate renewable energy for around 25 years.
 
layout
The photovoltaic panels would be mounted on a supporting metal framework 
laid out in parallel arrays (rows) running east to west across the various field 
enclosures. The front edge of the panels would be circa 0.7m above ground, with 
the trailing top edge set at approximately 2.15m above the ground.  

The metal framework that houses the modules will be supported at intervals 
by single mounted posts. The posts will be driven into the ground at a depth of 
between 1m to 1.58m. Transformers and associated switch gear are required to 
ensure that the DC energy  produced by the PV arrays is converted into AC energy 
and the voltage is raised to the levels required by the local distribution network. A 
Sub-Station is also necessary to house the equipment that connects the PV plant 
to the local energy distribution network (via the DNO substation). The point of 
connection to the grid is within the Blaenhiraeth Farmstead.fe

eD
B

aC
k

 f
o

r
m

Fo
r 

ea
ch

 o
f t

he
 s

ta
te

m
en

ts
 o

pp
os

ite
 p

le
as

e 
te

ll 
us

 w
he

th
er

 
yo

u 
ag

re
e 

or
 d

is
ag

re
e 

w
ith

 th
em

a
n

y 
ot

h
er

 C
o

m
m

en
ts

(P
le

as
e 

us
e 

a 
se

pa
ra

te
 s

he
et

 o
f p

ap
er

 if
 r

eq
ui

re
d)

yo
u

r
 n

a
m

e 
(o

pt
Io

n
a

l)

yo
u

r
 a

D
D

r
es

s 
(o

pt
Io

n
a

l)

1.
 

R
es

po
nd

in
g 

to
 C

lim
at

e 
ch

an
ge

 
is

 a
n 

im
po

rt
an

t 
is

su
e:

2.
 

Th
e 

lo
ca

l c
om

m
un

it
y 

w
ou

ld
 

be
ne

fit
 fr

om
 r

en
ew

ab
le

 e
ne

rg
y:

3.
 

In
 p

ri
nc

ip
le

, I
 w

ou
ld

 s
up

po
rt

 
w

in
d 

fa
rm

s 
in

 m
y 

lo
ca

l a
re

a:

4.
 

In
 p

ri
nc

ip
le

, I
 w

ou
ld

 s
up

po
rt

 
gr

ou
nd

 m
ou

nt
ed

 s
ol

ar
 p

ar
ks

 in
 

m
y 

ar
ea

: 

5.
 

B
la

en
hi

ra
et

h 
Fa

rm
 is

 a
n 

ap
pr

op
ri

at
e 

si
te

 fo
r 

a 
gr

ou
nd

 
m

ou
nt

ed
 s

ol
ar

 p
ar

k:

D
IS

A
G

R
E

E
ST

R
O

N
G

ly
 

D
IS

A
G

R
E

E
A

G
R

E
E

ST
R

O
N

G
ly

 
A

G
R

E
E

D
O

N
’T

 K
N

O
W

/ 
N

O
 O

P
IN

IO
N

Fo
llo

w
in

g 
yo

ur
 c

on
si

de
ra

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
pr

ov
id

ed
 in

 th
is

 le
afl

et
 w

e 
w

ou
ld

 b
e 

m
os

t g
ra

te
fu

l i
f 

yo
u 

co
ul

d 
ta

ke
 a

 fe
w

 m
om

en
ts

 to
 c

om
pl

et
e 

th
e 

fe
ed

ba
ck

 fo
rm

 a
nd

 r
et

ur
n 

it 
di

re
ct

ly
 to

 o
ur

 p
la

nn
in

g 
co

ns
ul

ta
nt

s 
at

:-

P
eg

as
us

 G
ro

up
, F

ir
st

 F
lo

or
, S

ou
th

 W
in

g,
 E

qu
in

ox
 N

or
th

, G
re

at
 P

ar
k 

R
oa

d,
 A

lm
on

ds
bu

ry
, B

ri
st

ol
,  

B
S3

2 
2Q

l.
 O

r 
em

ai
l t

o 
bl

ae
nh

ir
ae

th
so

la
rp

ar
k@

pe
ga

su
sp

g.
co

.u
k

YmgYnghoriad 
gYhoeddus ar gYfer 
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Public consultation 
for ProPosed solar 
Park at:-

FFerm Blaenhiraeth Farm
llangennech, Sa14 8px
gwahoddir y cyhoedd i 
arddangosfa i gael gwybod 
rhagor am y cynllun ac i rannu eu 
barn. trefnir yr arddangosfeydd 
yn y mannau canlynol: -

members of the public are 
invited to attend the exhibition to 
find out more about the scheme 
and share their thoughts. the 
exhibitions are planned at the 
following venues: -

pegasus
Planning

neuaDD y tymBle, heol y 
neuaDD, tymBle, llanellI
dYdd iau 15 ionawr 2015  
2Pm tan 7Pm
 
neuaDD GymuneDol 
llanGenneCh, Cefn heol 
henDre, llanGenneCh
dYdd gwener 16 ionawr 2015 
2Pm tan 7Pm

tumBle hall, heol y 
neuaDD, tumBle, llanellI 
thursdaY 15 JanuarY 2015 
from 2Pm to 7Pm
  
llanGenneCh CommunIty 
Centre, BrIDGe street, 
llanGenneCh
fridaY 16 JanuarY 2015 from 
2Pm to 7Pm



lanDsCape anD vIsual
The impact upon the local landscape has been given careful consideration 
in putting forward the proposed scheme. The development proposal utilises 
three separate parcels of land within the Blaenhiraeth farmstead. The sites are 
very well screened by existing treecover and visual containment is provided by 
undulating topography, namely the higher land at Pencwm-fach to the north, 
Goitre-wen to the east, the hills surrounding llangennech and the Swiss 
Valley to the south, and by Mynydd Selyn to the north west. The development 
proposal would not be visible from the settlements of Hendy, llangennech or 
Swiss Valley. Partial glimpse views of the development site could be gained 
from llannon. The site is very well screened by existing woodlands and hedges. 
Close proximity public views into the sites would be limited to walkers using the 
infrequently used neighbouring Public Right of Way (PRoW).   
 
hyDroloGy
All three sites are considered to be at little or no risk from flooding. The proposal 
would provide a real contribution to soil improvement and biodiversity, will 
improve infiltrated water quality, bringing significant overall benefits to the 
environment as well as renewable energy. The site will be safe and durable and is 
not at risk of flooding.
 
arBorICulture
All trees and hedgerows surrounding the field enclosure would be retained as 
part of the development proposal. If required, new hedgerow boundaries would 
be introduced replicating traditional field enclosures that have been removed by 
modern farming techniques.
 
Cultural herItaGe
There are no designated or non-designated historic assets recorded within the 
site. As part of the development proposal Martifer are also considering laying 
electricity cables under the local road and this includes traversing the Cilddewi 
Bridge which is a listed structure. Any invasive work would be limited to the 
concrete saddle, fill material and tarmac road surface. The protected masonry 
arch and parapet structure would not be harmed. 

traffIC anD transport
It is anticipated that the construction phase of the scheme could take around 4 
months. Parking and turning facilities for the construction team would be provided 
on-site thus minimising any impacts and noise on the local roads. From the M4 
motorway, it is envisaged that vehicles would travel to the site via the B4306 
and then the A476. A key consideration is that, as far as practically possible, 
construction vehicles would avoid sensitive areas and avoid passing through 
sensitive locations. Timings of deliveries will be managed outside peak times and 
this would be addressed through a Construction Traffic Management Plan.
 
eColoGy
The sites comprise of improved grassland pasture fields surrounded by species-
rich and species-poor hedgerows, wet ditches and woodland.

Areas of marshy grassland and scrub were also present within the wider 
farmstead. The arable fields may hold ecological interest and additional survey 
work is underway since the farmstead may provide suitable habitats for reptiles, 
amphibians, birds, dormice and other invertebrates. A suite of ecological 
enhancements are proposed in line with National planning policy guidance.
 
aGrICultural ConsIDeratIons
The Agricultural land Classification (AlC) system divides agricultural land into five 
grades according to the inherent qualities and versatility of soils. Grade 1 of the 
AlC is described as being of excellent quality and Grade 5, at the other end of the 
scale, is described as being of very poor quality. Grades 1, 2 and 3a are considered 
the ‘best and most versatile agricultural land’. The vast majority of the development 
area cannot be graded higher than Grade 3b due to a climate limitation.
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PURPOSE OF THE EXHIBITION
This exhibition is taking place to 
inform local people and the wider 
community of Martifer Solar 
and Electronomy’s proposals 
for a ground mounted solar 
development at Blaenhiraeth Farm, 
Llangennech,  Llanelli, SA14 8PX.  
The development would occupy 
three distinct land parcels within 
the farmstead.

We would like to hear your views 
on the proposals to inform our 
forthcoming planning application 
which we intend to submit to 
Camarthenshire County Council, as 
the local planning authority, over 
the coming weeks.

Through this exhibition, we 
aim to explain the proposals, 
answer your questions and obtain 
feedback on the scheme so it can 
be designed to meet the needs of 
all, where possible.

ABOUT MARTIFER SOLAR UK LTD
Martifer Solar is a leading global player in the 
photovoltaic market and is the largest photovoltaic 
player in Europe. Founded in 2006 it now generates 
560MW of photovoltaic solar energy worldwide. 

Martifer Solar is strongly committed to Research, 
Development and Innovation (R&D+i) and they test 
the best technology to enable the utmost, reliable 
product solutions that fit engineering and energy 
production benchmark. This is why Martifer Solar 
installed a Campus Area in its Headquarters where, 
as a Hub, the R&D+i department builds and tests 
innovations in association with leading universities 
in the energy field.

Martifer Solar has received multiple awards for 
product innovation and is a Portuguese-based 
company with presence in more than 20 countries 
over 4 continents.

Martifer Solar is a trusted solar developer and 
contractor with 110 MW built in the UK across 11 
projects whereby 78 MW was built in less than three 
months between January and March 2014. Seven 
projects have been developed by Martifer Solar UK 
Ltd which has been operating since 2011. 

This provides reassurance to the local community 
that Martifer Solar, with a proven track record 
in operating and maintaining renewable energy 
facilities, will ensure the development proposals, 
if approved, will conform to the highest of 
operational standards.
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ABOUT ELECTRONOMY LTD
Electronomy is a UK based 
developer of utility scale, 
ground mounted solar projects. 
It is involved in a number of 
developments throughout the 
country in partnership with leading 
players in the funding, procurement 
and delivery of PV projects.

N
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WHY GROUND MOUNTED SOLAR PARKS
The government’s renewable energy policies are 
designed to encourage development of solar at all scales 
– domestic, commercial and industrial roofs and large 
scale ground mounted schemes. 

The Government solar energy target is 20GW installed 
capacity by 2020. Current level is 5GW and represents 
a ten-fold increase in deployment over a 7 year period. 
Its solar strategy continues to recognise that well-
planned ground mounted schemes are also necessary 
to meet its targets. The vision is based around four 
guiding principles:- 

1. Support for solar PV should allow cost-effective 
projects to proceed and to make a cost-effective 
contribution to UK carbon emission objectives in the 
context of overall energy goals – ensuring that solar 
PV has a role alongside other energy generation 
technologies in delivering carbon reductions, energy 
security and affordability for consumers.

2. Support for solar PV should deliver genuine carbon 
reductions that help meet the UK’s target of 15 per 
cent renewable energy of gross final consumption 
by 2020 and in supporting the decarbonisation of 
our economy in the longer term – ensuring that 
all the carbon impacts of solar PV deployment are 
fully understood.

3. Support for solar PV should ensure proposals 
are appropriately sited, give proper weight to 
environmental considerations such as landscape and 
visual impact, heritage and local amenity, and provide 
opportunities for local communities to influence 
decisions that affect them; and

4. Support for solar PV should assess and respond to the 
impacts of deployment on: grid systems balancing; 
grid connectivity; and financial incentive ensuring 
Government addresses the challenges of deploying 
high volumes of solar PV. Source: UK Solar Strategy 
Part 2, April 2014.

Government has identified that the 2020 renewable 
energy target can only be achieved by delivering 
adequate and balanced portfolio of renewable energy 
initiatives. This includes tidal, wind, roof mounted solar 
and ground mounted solar. 

The national strategy for regeneration of previously 
developed land is heavily focused upon residential, retail 
and employment land uses; this in turn restricts their 
appropriateness and availability for ground mounted 
solar parks. 

Energy Crop MWh per hectare per annum

Short rotation coppice 46MWh per hectare

Miscanthus 63MWh per hectare

Wheat Straw 13MWh per hectare

Rapeseed oil diesel 11.3MWh per hectare

Bioethanol (from sugar beet) 33MWh per hectare

Bioethanol (from wheat) 17MWh per hectare

Solar Panels c.450MWh per hectare
 

In terms of the utilisation of natural resources, production of 
energy from solar panels is far more efficient than other forms of 
energy production from cropping the land. Ground mounted solar 
scheme represents a prudent and efficient use of agricultural land 
in comparison to the energy output from biofuels:-

 

 
 

 

CENTRALISED DISTRIBUTION

Old, centralised power  
stations creating dirty power

20% of the UK’s CO2 emissions results from energy wasted in the current  
centralised fossil fuel power generation.
Source: Greenpeace, DTI

Losses from 
transmitting 

over long 
distances

CENTRALISED DISTRIBUTION
Local residents and businesses receive clean power with lower transmission losses.

Convert solar 
irradiance to DC 

electricity
Convert DC to AC; 
Transform 415V to 

33kV; protects  
grid from faults

PV Panels

Inverter, Transformer, 
DNO Sub Station

Sub  
Station
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NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY NEED FOR RENEWABLE ENERGY
National Planning Policy Planning Policy 
Wales (PPW) (edition 7, July 2014) sets out the 
Welsh Government’s planning policy context 
for renewable energy.  This national guidance 
supports a transition to a low carbon future in 
a changing climate and encourages the use of 
renewable energy.  The Welsh Government’s 
main outcomes for the planning system reflect 
their vision of sustainable development as a 
process of development that leads over time 
to a Wales that is economically, socially and 
environmentally sustainable (the process that 
leads Wales becoming a sustainable nation).  

PPW sets out how local planning authorities 
should facilitate development of all forms of 
renewable and low carbon energy to move towards 
a low carbon economy and to help tackle the 
causes of climate change.  Specifically, it requires 
local planning authorities to make appropriate 
provision by considering the contribution that their 
area can make towards developing and facilitating 
renewable and low carbon energy, and ensuring 
that development plan policies enable this 
contribution to be delivered. 

Importantly, PPW sets out how local planning 
authorities should set out a positive approach to 
development associated with farm diversification 
in rural areas, irrespective of whether farms are 
served by public transport.

Paragraph 12.8.1 of PPW sets the preamble for 
the renewable energy requirements for Wales 
and states (inter alia):- “The UK is subject to 
the requirements of the EU Renewable Energy 
Directive. These include a UK target of 15% 
of energy from renewables by 2020. The UK 
Renewable Energy Roadmap sets the path for the 
delivery of these targets, promoting renewable 
energy to reduce global warming and to secure 
future energy supplies. The Welsh Government 
is committed to playing its part by delivering an 
energy programme which contributes to reducing 
carbon emissions as part of our approach to 
tackling climate change whilst enhancing the 
economic, social and environmental wellbeing 
of the people and communities of Wales in order 
to achieve a better quality of life for our own and 
future generations”. 

The Welsh Government stance on sustainable 
energy generation is encapsulated through 
Paragraph 12.8.8 which states (inter alia):-

“The Welsh Government is committed to using 
the planning system to:-
•	optimise renewable energy generation;
•	optimise low carbon energy generation;
•	recognise that the benefits of renewable 

energy are part of the overall commitment 
to tackle climate change by reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions as well as 
increasing energy security.” 

The Climate Change Act (2008) sets out 
challenging, legally binding national carbon 
reduction targets of 34% reduction in 1990 
emission levels by 2020 and 80% reduction in 
1990 emission levels by 2050. In addition, the UK 
has signed up to the European Renewable Energy 
Directive which includes a UK target of 15 per cent 
of energy from renewables by 2020. This equates 
to a seven-fold increase in the UK’s renewable 
energy consumption (2008 baseline) and is the 
most challenging of all European countries.

On 9 March 2011, the Secretary of State for Energy 
and Climate Change signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding with the Local Government 
Association designed to recognise the pivotal 
role which local authorities have in tackling 
climate change and facilitating a low carbon 
future; by reducing carbon emissions from their 
own estate and operations; encouraging and 
enabling their residents, businesses and visitors 
to reduce their carbon emissions; and by achieving 
national priorities such as renewable energy by 
deployment in a locally appropriate way. 

The Digest of the United Kingdom Energy 
Statistics 2014 is an essential source of energy 
information and provides figures on the UK’s 
overall energy production and consumption. 

The document was published in July 2014 and 
the key headlines are:-

•	 For 2013 UK energy production was down 6.3 
percent on the previous year due to low coal 
record output following mine closures; oil 

and gas production were also down alongside 
longer term decline. This reflects a historical 
trend whereby UK energy production has 
reduced year on year over the last ten years;

•	 Final energy consumption rose by 0.7 
percent on a year earlier;

•	 The UK remains a net importer of energy. 
Energy imports in 2013 were at a record 
high level;

•	 Fossil fuel remained the dominant source, 
accounting to 86.2 per cent of supply. 
Supply from renewables increased with its 
contribution accounting for 5.2 per cent of 
final consumption on the EU agreed basis.

Edition 7  July 2014

Planning Policy Wales
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DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL
OvErvIEW 
The development at Blaenhiraeth Farm 
involves the installation of ground mounted 
solar panels which will generate green 
energy without noise or pollution, by 
converting energy in daylight into electrical 
energy. The solar park would be capable 
of generating approximately 35MW of 
electricity. This equates to the annual 
energy consumption of about 10,606 
households and would save in the region of 
15,050 tonnes of carbon dioxide that may 
otherwise be generated through the burning 
of traditional fossil fuels. Accordingly, the 
proposal provides a valuable source of 
renewable generation at the local level. 

OPErATIONAL LIFESPAN
It is expected to generate renewable energy 
for around 25 years.

LAYOUT
The photovoltaic panels would be mounted 
on a supporting metal framework laid out 
in parallel arrays (rows) running east to 
west across the various field enclosures. 
The front edge of the panels would be circa 
0.7m above ground, with the trailing top 
edge set at approximately 2.15m above the 
ground. The metal framework that houses 
the modules will be supported at intervals 
by double mounted posts. The posts will be 
driven into the ground at a depth of between 

1m to 1.58m. Transformers and associated 
switch gear are required to ensure that the 
DC energy produced by the PV arrays is 
converted into AC energy, and the voltage 
is raised to the levels required by the local 
distribution network. A Sub-Station is also 
necessary to house the equipment that 
connects the PV plant to the local energy 
distribution network. The point of connection 
to the local electricity grid is within the 
Blaenhiraeth Farmstead. 

COMMUNITY BENEFITS
It is important to Martifer and Electronomy 
that the communities closest to the 
solar park gain a lasting benefit from the 
development. In line with government 
guidance, we are offering a community fund 
for investment in local projects which bring 
economic, social and/or environmental    
benefits to the area. We welcome your 
suggestions on local projects we can help 
fund. We are also in discussion with Cyfle 
with regards to supporting their initiatives 
in training, construction related skills and 
developing local employment initiatives.

BIODIvErSITY IMPrOvEMENTS
The proposal will introduce biodiversity 
enhancement measures which will provide 
significant benefits for a diverse array of 
native wildlife for a 25 year period such as 
:- invertebrates; small mammals; larger 
mammals; and, birds.
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PLANNING APPLICATION
We are aiming to submit the planning application 
once we have finished our consultation period 
and taken appropriate account of how the 
development could be modified in line with your 
thoughts and suggestions. 

A series of technical studies have been 
undertaken to support the forthcoming 
planning application which include; 
Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment; 
Flood Consequence Assessment; Ecological 
Assessment; Heritage and Archaeological 
Assessment; Arboricultural Survey; Transport 
Assessment; and, Agricultural Soil Quality and 
Circumstances Assessment. Other documents 
that will be submitted in support of any 
planning application are Planning Statement; 
Design and Access Statement; Alternatives 
Site Assessment; and the Statement of 
Community Engagement; and the Landscape 
and Ecological Management Plan. 

Consultation will be carried out by 
Carmarthenshire County Council, as the Local 
Planning Authority, during the determination 
period and you will have the opportunity to make 
comments formally at that stage too, but we 
would appreciate your feedback today. 
If the application is successful and 
Carmarthenshire County Council grant planning 
permission then construction is surprisingly 
quick and should take around four months. 

CONSTRUCTION
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ACCESS ROADS

SITE LAYOUT AND PLANTING PROPOSALS
We will implement best practice during construction to 
minimise any nuisance to the local community where 
reasonably possible. The majority of vehicle movements 
centre on the delivery of the panels and frames for the 
panels.  Parking and turning facilities for the construction 
team would be provided on-site thus minimising any 
impacts and noise on the local roads. From the M4 
motorway, it is envisaged that vehicles would travel to the 
site via the B4306 and then the A476. A key consideration 
is that, as far as practically possible, construction vehicles 
would avoid sensitive areas and avoid passing through 
sensitive locations. Timings of deliveries will be managed 
outside peak times and this would be addressed through a 
Construction Traffic Management Plan. 

Construction noise is comparatively low aside from the 4-6 
weeks when the piles of the solar framework are driven 
approximately 1.5m into the soil, removing the need for deep 
foundations. Plant associated with the solar park such as 
substations will be supported on small concrete platforms. 

As part of the development proposal Martifer are also 
considering laying electricity cables under the local road and 
this includes traversing the Cilddewi Bridge which is a listed 
structure. Any invasive work would be limited to the concrete 
saddle, fill material and tarmac road surface. The protected 
masonry arch and parapet structure would not be harmed. 
Listed Building Consent would be required for this work. 

At the end of the solar park’s life (approximately 25 years) 
all hardware can be easily dismantled, removed offsite and 
mostly recycled. Planning authorities granting consent for 
solar parks usually apply a condition to restore the site to 
its former use; in this case full agricultural use.
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vIEWPOINT 1 
The viewpoint is taken from the bridleway leading off Beidr Non on rising ground to the south of Llannon near 
Pencwm fawr. The viewpoint is representative of bridleway users travelling between Llannon and the Mill near Pont 
Morlais therefore views are transient. 

Distant glimpses of Site A would be visible although barely perceptible in the middle distance of the view on the 
rising eastern slopes of the Afon Morlais Valley. Distant glimpses of Site B would be visible in pastoral farmland on 
the middle to upper slopes to the west within a framework of woodlands near Llwynon. Site C would not be visible 
from this viewpoint. 

BRS.4254  | BLAENHIREATH FARM

VIEWPOINT 1

Camera make & model - Canon EOS 5D
Date & time of photograph - 08/09/2014 @ 16:10
OS grid reference - 253607, 207778

Viewpoint height (AOD) - 173m

Bridleway near Pencwm fawr, Llannon to the north of Site A

Approximate Extents of Site A

BRS.4254  | BLAENHIREATH FARM

VIEWPOINT 1

Camera make & model - Canon EOS 5D
Date & time of photograph - 08/09/2014 @ 16:10
OS grid reference - 253607, 207778

Viewpoint height (AOD) - 173m

Bridleway near Pencwm fawr, Llannon to the north of Site A

Approximate Extents of Site A

BRS.4254  | BLAENHIREATH FARM

VIEWPOINT 2

Camera make & model - Canon EOS 5D
Date & time of photograph - 08/09/2014 @ 10:32
OS grid reference - 255496,206501

Viewpoint height (AOD) - 135m

B4306 Roman Road near Brynmaen to the north east of Site A
BRS.4254  | BLAENHIREATH FARM

VIEWPOINT 2

Camera make & model - Canon EOS 5D
Date & time of photograph - 08/09/2014 @ 10:32
OS grid reference - 255496,206501

Viewpoint height (AOD) - 135m

B4306 Roman Road near Brynmaen to the north east of Site A

BRS.4254  | BLAENHIREATH FARM

VIEWPOINT 7

Camera make & model - Canon EOS 5D
Date & time of photograph - 06/10/2014 @ 17:30
OS grid reference - 254483, 203357

Viewpoint height (AOD) - 73m

St Illtyds Walk near Porth Dafen to the south of Site C
BRS.4254  | BLAENHIREATH FARM

VIEWPOINT 7

Camera make & model - Canon EOS 5D
Date & time of photograph - 06/10/2014 @ 17:30
OS grid reference - 254483, 203357

Viewpoint height (AOD) - 73m

St Illtyds Walk near Porth Dafen to the south of Site C

BRS.4254  | BLAENHIREATH FARM

VIEWPOINT 8

Camera make & model - Canon EOS 5D
Date & time of photograph - 06/10/2014 @ 17:22
OS grid reference - 253527, 203956

Viewpoint height (AOD) - 140m

St Illtyds Walk between A476 Llannon Road and Carn-Hywel-isaf to 
the south west of Site C BRS.4254  | BLAENHIREATH FARM

VIEWPOINT 8

Camera make & model - Canon EOS 5D
Date & time of photograph - 06/10/2014 @ 17:22
OS grid reference - 253527, 203956

Viewpoint height (AOD) - 140m

St Illtyds Walk between A476 Llannon Road and Carn-Hywel-isaf to 
the south west of Site C

BrIDLEWAY NEAr PENCWM FAWr, LLANNON - 1.22kM NOrTh OF SITE A

B4306 rOMAN rOAD NEAr BrYNMAEN - 1.17kM TO ThE NOrTh EAST OF SITE A

ST ILLTYDS WALk NEAr POrTh DAFEN - 0.75kM SOUTh OF SITE C

ST ILLTYDS WALk BETWEEN A476 LLANNON rOAD AND CArN-hYWEL-ISAF - 0.73kM WEST OF SITE C

vIEWPOINT 2 
The viewpoint is taken from the B4306 highway near Brynmaen travelling between Llannon and Hendy and is 
representative of motorists. Sites A, B and C are not visible at this viewpoint to the north west due to the intervening 
topography, hedgerows and woodland.

vIEWPOINT 3 
The view is taken from the unclassified lane between Porth Dafen and Troserch Wood within the Afon Dafen Valley. 
The view extends over undulating pastoral farmland enclosed by hedgerows and woodland within the valley. Site A 
and C would not be visible due to the intervening topography, woodland and hedgerows within the Afon Dafen Valley 
at Troserch Wood and Blaenhireath Wood. Glimpses of Site B may be barely perceptible on the upper slopes and 
horizon to the north west of the viewpoint within the surroundings of pylons and transmission lines near Cwarau 
and Medelfyw.  
  

vIEWPOINT 4 
The viewpoint is taken from the unclassified lane descending the valley between the A476 Llannon Road and Porth 
Dafen and is representative of motorists and walkers on the unclassified lane and St Illtyds Walk. The view is taken 
from the open field gate extending over rolling pastoral farmland enclosed by hedgerows on the horizon. Pylons 
and transmission lines are visible in the middle distance of the view near Site B. Sites A, B and C would be barely 
perceptible due to the intervening topography, hedgerows and woodland within the surroundings of Cwarau and 
Medelfyw to the south west of Blaenhireath Farm.
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WHAT HAPPENS NEXT

WILL THE SITE BECOME A 
BROWNFIELD SITE IF DEVELOPED?

DO THE PANELS REQUIRE 
MAINTENANCE?

IS THERE MORE POWER USED TO 
MAKE THE PANELS THAN THE  
PANELS GENERATE?

CAN I PROVIDE MY COMMENTS  
DIRECTLY TO THE COUNCIL?

A solar park would not permanently change 
the planning designation of the land. The  
land will not automatically become 
previously developed land if planning 
permission is granted and there will be 
robust measures set in place to ensure 
the land returns to full agricultural use 
following the cessation of energy generation 
at the site.

The panels and associated infrastructure 
are inherently designed to operate in the 
open air and as such would not give rise 
to any unacceptable adverse impacts. The 
panels themselves would require cleaning, 
once a year, to maintain their efficiency. The 
panels have a lifespan of up to 30 years and 
should not need replacing. The inverters 
may need replacing once during the lifetime 
of the project and this is factored into the 
maintenance planning.

The energy payback period of solar panels 
has reduced significantly in recent years. 
By today, new panels design recoup their 
manufacturing energy demands in 2 to 5 
years (in the UK).

Yes, but not yet. Consultation will be carried 
out by Carmarthenshire County Council, 
as the Local Planning Authority, during its 
determination of the planning application; 
and you will have the opportunity to make 
comments formally at that stage too. The 
technical reports supporting any planning 
application would be made available to view 
at the Council. They are then reviewed in 
depth by the Local Planning Authority and 
subject to rigorous independent scrutiny.

WHICH COMMUNITY COUNCIL DOES 
THE SITE FALL UNDER?

A

B

C

Site Location Plan
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Site Boundary

A: 39.4ha

B: 17.2ha
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Blaenhiraeth, Llanelli

Revisions Date

A - First Issue 24.10.14

LLANNON

LLANELLI 
RURAL

LLANGENNECH

LLANEDI

The application site crosses the 
administrative boundaries of three 
community councils. 56% of the site falls 
within Llannon Community Council; 24% of 
the application site falls within Llangennech 
Community Council; and 20% of the 
application site falls within the Llanelli Rural 
District Council.

All responses from today’s exhibition will be considered and we welcome all feedback. Our 
intention is to examine all comments received and record them as part of our consultation 
process prior to submitting an application to Carmarthenshire County Council. 

You can respond by: 

•	 Completing the comments form and depositing it in the box at the exit;

•	 Taking a leaflet here today and completing the attached comment slip;

•	 Emailing us at BlaenhiraethSolarPark@pegasuspg.co.uk 

Thank you for attending and we trust you found the exhibition informative and beneficial.

COMMUNITY COUNCIL BOUNDARIES
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CV/GRO/BRS.4254 
 
7 August 2019 
 
The Health and Safety Executive 
Government Buildings 
Phase 1 
Ty Glas 
Llanishen 
Cardiff 
CF14 5SH   

BY RECORDED DELIVERY 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Penderi Solar Farm, Llangennech, SA14 8PX 
The Planning (Wales) Act 2015 
The Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 
Consultation before applying for Planning Permission 
Consultation closing on Friday 27 September 2019 
 
Pegasus Group are working as planning consultants for Voltalia UK Ltd (‘the Applicant’) 
who intend to submit a Development of National Significance (“DNS”) application for the 
construction, operation, management and decommissioning of a renewable energy scheme 
on land at Penderi, Blaenhiraeth Farm, Llangennech, Llanelli, SA14 8PX. 
 
By virtue of its potential renewable energy generating capacity, this project constitutes a 
DNS for Wales.  The consenting regime for DNS was introduced by The Planning (Wales) 
Act 2015. The Act requires the Welsh Minister to determine DNS projects, with applications 
being made directly to them.  The process for applying for a DNS is set out by the 
Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 and subsequent 
Regulations. 
 
Under the Order we have a duty to consult with specialist consultees for a minimum of six 
weeks prior to the submission of the application.  As you are identified as a specialist 
consultee in Schedule 5 of the Order, we formal request your pre-application consultation 
response under Article 9(3) of the Order. 
 
Information on how you can provide comments is set out below.  We are also required to 
provide you with a copy of the planning application, plans and other documents and this 
is electronically provided on the enclosed USB stick. 
 
Please find enclosed:  
 

(i) Notice Under Article 9(3) 
(ii) A branded USB stick containing: -  

a. Site location plan   
b. Planning application drawings  
c. Design and Access Statement   
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d. Environmental Statement 
e. Non-Technical Summary of the Environmental Statement 
f. Economic Report   
g. Transport Statement and Construction Management Plan  
h. Heritage Assessment   

 
As you are a specialist consultee, a Confidential Ecological Report on Badgers is also saved 
on the USB and please do not release this document to the general public. 

 
Development Proposal 
 
The main elements of the development will be the installation of a ground mounted solar 
farm with a maximum design capacity of 38MWp (megawatts peak).  There will also be 
electrical connection infrastructure with a point of connection into the local electricity grid 
directly via the 132kV overhead pylons which traverse the site. 
 
An operational lifespan of 35 years will be sought.  A single substation compound will serve 
the whole development and this will be required for the duration of the development.  The 
application proposal would also include a package of landscape, ecological and biodiversity 
benefits.  Listed Building Consent will be sought for the laying of cables through the 
concrete overlay on Cilddewi Bridge. 
 
You may inspect copies of the proposed application; the plans; and other supporting 
documents online at www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk  
 
How to Respond and /or ask questions 
 
The consultation period runs until Friday 27 September 2019.  If you wish to respond to 
our consultation, please include your name and contact details in your response.  
 
Any comments over this document must be submitted to Pegasus Group by: 
 
Email:  Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk  
 
Postal: Pegasus Group, First Floor, South Wing, Equinox North, Great Park Road, 

Bristol, BS32 4QL  
 
Online: www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk 
 
Phone:  01454 625945  
 
If you have any questions regarding the process or the content of this consultation, please 
do not hesitate to get in touch.  
 
  

http://www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk/
http://www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk/
mailto:Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk
mailto:Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk
http://www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk/
http://www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk/
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We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Gareth Roberts 
Associate 
e-mail: gareth.roberts@pegasusgroup.co.uk 
 
encs  
 

i. A paper copy of a notice  
ii. A branded USB drive containing the planning application.  
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CV/GRO/BRS.4254 
 
7 August 2019 
 
Ken Skates AM 
The Welsh Minister for Economy and Transport 
Welsh Government 
5th Floor 
Ty Hywel 
Cardiff Bay 
CF99 1NA   

BY RECORDED DELIVERY 
 
Dear Ken  
 
Penderi Solar Farm, Llangennech, SA14 8PX 
The Planning (Wales) Act 2015 
The Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 
Consultation before applying for Planning Permission 
Consultation closing on Friday 27 September 2019 
 
Pegasus Group are working as planning consultants for Voltalia UK Ltd (‘the Applicant’) 
who intend to submit a Development of National Significance (“DNS”) application for the 
construction, operation, management and decommissioning of a renewable energy scheme 
on land at Penderi, Blaenhiraeth Farm, Llangennech, Llanelli, SA14 8PX. 
 
By virtue of its potential renewable energy generating capacity, this project constitutes a 
DNS for Wales.  The consenting regime for DNS was introduced by The Planning (Wales) 
Act 2015. The Act requires the Welsh Minister to determine DNS projects, with applications 
being made directly to them.  The process for applying for a DNS is set out by the 
Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 and subsequent 
Regulations. 
 
Under the Order we have a duty to consult with specialist consultees for a minimum of six 
weeks prior to the submission of the application.  As you are identified as a specialist 
consultee in Schedule 5 of the Order, we formal request your pre-application consultation 
response under Article 9(3) of the Order. 
 
Information on how you can provide comments is set out below.  We are also required to 
provide you with a copy of the planning application, plans and other documents and this 
is electronically provided on the enclosed USB stick. 
 
Please find enclosed:  
 

(i) Notice Under Article 9(3) 

(ii) A branded USB stick containing: -  

a. Site location plan   

b. Planning application drawings  
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c. Design and Access Statement   

d. Environmental Statement 

e. Non-Technical Summary of the Environmental Statement 

f. Economic Report   

g. Transport Statement and Construction Management Plan  

h. Heritage Assessment   

 
As you are a specialist consultee, a Confidential Ecological Report on Badgers is also saved 
on the USB and please do not release this document to the general public. 

 
Development Proposal 
 
The main elements of the development will be the installation of a ground mounted solar 
farm with a maximum design capacity of 38MWp (megawatts peak).  There will also be 
electrical connection infrastructure with a point of connection into the local electricity grid 
directly via the 132kV overhead pylons which traverse the site. 
 
An operational lifespan of 35 years will be sought.  A single substation compound will serve 
the whole development and this will be required for the duration of the development.  The 
application proposal would also include a package of landscape, ecological and biodiversity 
benefits.  Listed Building Consent will be sought for the laying of cables through the 
concrete overlay on Cilddewi Bridge. 
 
You may inspect copies of the proposed application; the plans; and other supporting 
documents online at www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk  
 
How to Respond and /or ask questions 
 
The consultation period runs until Friday 27 September 2019.  If you wish to respond to 
our consultation, please include your name and contact details in your response.  
 
Any comments over this document must be submitted to Pegasus Group by: 
 
Email:  Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk  
 
Postal: Pegasus Group, First Floor, South Wing, Equinox North, Great Park Road, 

Bristol, BS32 4QL  
 
Online: www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk 
 
Phone:  01454 625945  
 
If you have any questions regarding the process or the content of this consultation, please 
do not hesitate to get in touch.  
 
  

http://www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk/
http://www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk/
mailto:Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk
mailto:Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk
http://www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk/
http://www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk/
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We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Gareth Roberts 
Associate 
e-mail: gareth.roberts@pegasusgroup.co.uk 
 
encs  
 

i. A paper copy of a notice  
ii. A branded USB drive containing the planning application.  
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CV/GRO/BRS.4254 
 
7 August 2019 
 
Geraint Morgan, Principal Transport Planner 
Highways and Transport Division 
Carmarthenshire County Borough Council 
Parc Myrddin 
Richmond Terrace 
Carmarthen 
SA31 1DS   

BY RECORDED DELIVERY 
 
Dear Geraint 
 
Penderi Solar Farm, Llangennech, SA14 8PX 
The Planning (Wales) Act 2015 
The Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 
Consultation before applying for Planning Permission 
Consultation closing on Friday 27 September 2019 
 
Pegasus Group are working as planning consultants for Voltalia UK Ltd (‘the Applicant’) 
who intend to submit a Development of National Significance (“DNS”) application for the 
construction, operation, management and decommissioning of a renewable energy scheme 
on land at Penderi, Blaenhiraeth Farm, Llangennech, Llanelli, SA14 8PX. 
 
By virtue of its potential renewable energy generating capacity, this project constitutes a 
DNS for Wales.  The consenting regime for DNS was introduced by The Planning (Wales) 
Act 2015. The Act requires the Welsh Minister to determine DNS projects, with applications 
being made directly to them.  The process for applying for a DNS is set out by the 
Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 and subsequent 
Regulations. 
 
Under the Order we have a duty to consult with specialist consultees for a minimum of six 
weeks prior to the submission of the application.  As you are identified as a specialist 
consultee in Schedule 5 of the Order, we formal request your pre-application consultation 
response under Article 9(3) of the Order. 
 
Information on how you can provide comments is set out below.  We are also required to 
provide you with a copy of the planning application, plans and other documents and this 
is electronically provided on the enclosed USB stick. 
 
Please find enclosed:  
 

(i) Notice Under Article 9(3) 

(ii) A branded USB stick containing: -  

a. Site location plan   

b. Planning application drawings  
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c. Design and Access Statement   

d. Environmental Statement 

e. Non-Technical Summary of the Environmental Statement 

f. Economic Report   

g. Transport Statement and Construction Management Plan  

h. Heritage Assessment   

 

As you are a specialist consultee, a Confidential Ecological Report on Badgers is also saved 
on the USB and please do not release this document to the general public. 

 
Development Proposal 
 
The main elements of the development will be the installation of a ground mounted solar 
farm with a maximum design capacity of 38MWp (megawatts peak).  There will also be 
electrical connection infrastructure with a point of connection into the local electricity grid 
directly via the 132kV overhead pylons which traverse the site. 
 
An operational lifespan of 35 years will be sought.  A single substation compound will serve 
the whole development and this will be required for the duration of the development.  The 
application proposal would also include a package of landscape, ecological and biodiversity 
benefits.  Listed Building Consent will be sought for the laying of cables through the 
concrete overlay on Cilddewi Bridge. 
 
You may inspect copies of the proposed application; the plans; and other supporting 
documents online at www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk  
 
How to Respond and /or ask questions 
 
The consultation period runs until Friday 27 September 2019.  If you wish to respond to 
our consultation, please include your name and contact details in your response.  
 
Any comments over this document must be submitted to Pegasus Group by: 
 
Email:  Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk  
 
Postal: Pegasus Group, First Floor, South Wing, Equinox North, Great Park Road, 

Bristol, BS32 4QL  
 
Online: www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk 
 
Phone:  01454 625945  
 
If you have any questions regarding the process or the content of this consultation, please 
do not hesitate to get in touch.  
 
  

http://www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk/
http://www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk/
mailto:Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk
mailto:Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk
http://www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk/
http://www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk/


 
 

 

Page | 3  

 

We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Gareth Roberts 
Associate 
e-mail: gareth.roberts@pegasusgroup.co.uk 
 
encs  
 

i. A paper copy of a notice  
ii. A branded USB drive containing the planning application.  
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CV/GRO/BRS.4254 
 
7 August 2019 
 
The Coal Authority 
200 Lichfield Lane 
Mansfield 
Nottinghamshire 
NG18 4RG 

BY RECORDED DELIVERY 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Penderi Solar Farm, Llangennech, SA14 8PX 
The Planning (Wales) Act 2015 
The Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 
Consultation before applying for Planning Permission 
Consultation closing on Friday 27 September 2019 
 
Pegasus Group are working as planning consultants for Voltalia UK Ltd (‘the Applicant’) 
who intend to submit a Development of National Significance (“DNS”) application for the 
construction, operation, management and decommissioning of a renewable energy scheme 
on land at Penderi, Blaenhiraeth Farm, Llangennech, Llanelli, SA14 8PX. 
 
By virtue of its potential renewable energy generating capacity, this project constitutes a 
DNS for Wales.  The consenting regime for DNS was introduced by The Planning (Wales) 
Act 2015. The Act requires the Welsh Minister to determine DNS projects, with applications 
being made directly to them.  The process for applying for a DNS is set out by the 
Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 and subsequent 
Regulations. 
 
Under the Order we have a duty to consult with specialist consultees for a minimum of six 
weeks prior to the submission of the application.  As you are identified as a specialist 
consultee in Schedule 5 of the Order, we formal request your pre-application consultation 
response under Article 9(3) of the Order. 
 
Information on how you can provide comments is set out below.  We are also required to 
provide you with a copy of the planning application, plans and other documents and this 
is electronically provided on the enclosed USB stick. 
 
Please find enclosed:  
 

(i) Notice Under Article 9(3) 

(ii) A branded USB stick containing: -  

a. Site location plan   

b. Planning application drawings  

c. Design and Access Statement   
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d. Environmental Statement 

e. Non-Technical Summary of the Environmental Statement 

f. Economic Report   

g. Transport Statement and Construction Management Plan  

h. Heritage Assessment   

 
As you are a specialist consultee, a Confidential Ecological Report on Badgers is also saved 
on the USB and please do not release this document to the general public. 

 
Development Proposal 
 
The main elements of the development will be the installation of a ground mounted solar 
farm with a maximum design capacity of 38MWp (megawatts peak).  There will also be 
electrical connection infrastructure with a point of connection into the local electricity grid 
directly via the 132kV overhead pylons which traverse the site. 
 
An operational lifespan of 35 years will be sought.  A single substation compound will serve 
the whole development and this will be required for the duration of the development.  The 
application proposal would also include a package of landscape, ecological and biodiversity 
benefits.  Listed Building Consent will be sought for the laying of cables through the 
concrete overlay on Cilddewi Bridge. 
 
You may inspect copies of the proposed application; the plans; and other supporting 
documents online at www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk  
 
How to Respond and /or ask questions 
 
The consultation period runs until Friday 27 September 2019.  If you wish to respond to 
our consultation, please include your name and contact details in your response.  
 
Any comments over this document must be submitted to Pegasus Group by: 
 
Email:  Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk  
 
Postal: Pegasus Group, First Floor, South Wing, Equinox North, Great Park Road, 

Bristol, BS32 4QL  
 
Online: www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk 
 
Phone:  01454 625945  
 
If you have any questions regarding the process or the content of this consultation, please 
do not hesitate to get in touch.  
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We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Gareth Roberts 
Associate 
e-mail: gareth.roberts@pegasusgroup.co.uk 
 
encs  
 

i. A paper copy of a notice  
ii. A branded USB drive containing the planning application.  
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CV/GRO/BRS.4254 
 
7 August 2019 
 
The National Resource Wales 
Development Planning Advisor 
Maes Newydd 
Llandarcy 
Neath Port talbot 
SA10 6JQ 

BY RECORDED DELIVERY 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Penderi Solar Farm, Llangennech, SA14 8PX 
The Planning (Wales) Act 2015 
The Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 
Consultation before applying for Planning Permission 
Consultation closing on Friday 27 September 2019 
 
Pegasus Group are working as planning consultants for Voltalia UK Ltd (‘the Applicant’) 
who intend to submit a Development of National Significance (“DNS”) application for the 
construction, operation, management and decommissioning of a renewable energy scheme 
on land at Penderi, Blaenhiraeth Farm, Llangennech, Llanelli, SA14 8PX. 
 
By virtue of its potential renewable energy generating capacity, this project constitutes a 
DNS for Wales.  The consenting regime for DNS was introduced by The Planning (Wales) 
Act 2015. The Act requires the Welsh Minister to determine DNS projects, with applications 
being made directly to them.  The process for applying for a DNS is set out by the 
Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 and subsequent 
Regulations. 
 
Under the Order we have a duty to consult with specialist consultees for a minimum of six 
weeks prior to the submission of the application.  As you are identified as a specialist 
consultee in Schedule 5 of the Order, we formal request your pre-application consultation 
response under Article 9(3) of the Order. 
 
Information on how you can provide comments is set out below.  We are also required to 
provide you with a copy of the planning application, plans and other documents and this 
is electronically provided on the enclosed USB stick. 
 
Please find enclosed:  
 

(i) Notice Under Article 9(3) 

(ii) A branded USB stick containing: -  

a. Site location plan   

b. Planning application drawings  

c. Design and Access Statement   
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d. Environmental Statement 

e. Non-Technical Summary of the Environmental Statement 

f. Economic Report   

g. Transport Statement and Construction Management Plan  

h. Heritage Assessment   

 
As you are a specialist consultee, a Confidential Ecological Report on Badgers is also saved 
on the USB and please do not release this document to the general public. 

 
Development Proposal 
 
The main elements of the development will be the installation of a ground mounted solar 
farm with a maximum design capacity of 38MWp (megawatts peak).  There will also be 
electrical connection infrastructure with a point of connection into the local electricity grid 
directly via the 132kV overhead pylons which traverse the site. 
 
An operational lifespan of 35 years will be sought.  A single substation compound will serve 
the whole development and this will be required for the duration of the development.  The 
application proposal would also include a package of landscape, ecological and biodiversity 
benefits.  Listed Building Consent will be sought for the laying of cables through the 
concrete overlay on Cilddewi Bridge. 
 
You may inspect copies of the proposed application; the plans; and other supporting 
documents online at www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk  
 
How to Respond and /or ask questions 
 
The consultation period runs until Friday 27 September 2019.  If you wish to respond to 
our consultation, please include your name and contact details in your response.  
 
Any comments over this document must be submitted to Pegasus Group by: 
 
Email:  Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk  
 
Postal: Pegasus Group, First Floor, South Wing, Equinox North, Great Park Road, 

Bristol, BS32 4QL  
 
Online: www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk 
 
Phone:  01454 625945  
 
If you have any questions regarding the process or the content of this consultation, please 
do not hesitate to get in touch.  
 
  

http://www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk/
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We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Gareth Roberts 
Associate 
e-mail: gareth.roberts@pegasusgroup.co.uk 
 
encs  
 

i. A paper copy of a notice  
ii. A branded USB drive containing the planning application.  
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CV/GRO/BRS.4254 
 
7 August 2019 
 
Denise Harris 
CADW 
Protection & Policy 
Plas Carew 
Unit 5/7 Cefn Coed 
Parc Nantgarw 
Cardiff  CF15 7QQ 

BY RECORDED DELIVERY 
 
Dear Denise 
 
Penderi Solar Farm, Llangennech, SA14 8PX 
The Planning (Wales) Act 2015 
The Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 
Consultation before applying for Planning Permission 
Consultation closing on Friday 27 September 2019 
 
Pegasus Group are working as planning consultants for Voltalia UK Ltd (‘the Applicant’) 
who intend to submit a Development of National Significance (“DNS”) application for the 
construction, operation, management and decommissioning of a renewable energy scheme 
on land at Penderi, Blaenhiraeth Farm, Llangennech, Llanelli, SA14 8PX. 
 
By virtue of its potential renewable energy generating capacity, this project constitutes a 
DNS for Wales.  The consenting regime for DNS was introduced by The Planning (Wales) 
Act 2015. The Act requires the Welsh Minister to determine DNS projects, with applications 
being made directly to them.  The process for applying for a DNS is set out by the 
Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 and subsequent 
Regulations. 
 
Under the Order we have a duty to consult with specialist consultees for a minimum of six 
weeks prior to the submission of the application.  As you are identified as a specialist 
consultee in Schedule 5 of the Order, we formal request your pre-application consultation 
response under Article 9(3) of the Order. 
 
Information on how you can provide comments is set out below.  We are also required to 
provide you with a copy of the planning application, plans and other documents and this 
is electronically provided on the enclosed USB stick. 
 
Please find enclosed:  
 

(i) Notice Under Article 9(3) 

(ii) A branded USB stick containing: -  

a. Site location plan   

b. Planning application drawings  
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c. Design and Access Statement   

d. Environmental Statement 

e. Non-Technical Summary of the Environmental Statement 

f. Economic Report   

g. Transport Statement and Construction Management Plan  

h. Heritage Assessment   

 
As you are a specialist consultee, a Confidential Ecological Report on Badgers is also saved 
on the USB and please do not release this document to the general public. 

 
Development Proposal 
 
The main elements of the development will be the installation of a ground mounted solar 
farm with a maximum design capacity of 38MWp (megawatts peak).  There will also be 
electrical connection infrastructure with a point of connection into the local electricity grid 
directly via the 132kV overhead pylons which traverse the site. 
 
An operational lifespan of 35 years will be sought.  A single substation compound will serve 
the whole development and this will be required for the duration of the development.  The 
application proposal would also include a package of landscape, ecological and biodiversity 
benefits.  Listed Building Consent will be sought for the laying of cables through the 
concrete overlay on Cilddewi Bridge. 
 
You may inspect copies of the proposed application; the plans; and other supporting 
documents online at www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk  
 
How to Respond and /or ask questions 
 
The consultation period runs until Friday 27 September 2019.  If you wish to respond to 
our consultation, please include your name and contact details in your response.  
 
Any comments over this document must be submitted to Pegasus Group by: 
 
Email:  Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk  
 
Postal: Pegasus Group, First Floor, South Wing, Equinox North, Great Park Road, 

Bristol, BS32 4QL  
 
Online: www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk 
 
Phone:  01454 625945  
 
If you have any questions regarding the process or the content of this consultation, please 
do not hesitate to get in touch.  
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We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Gareth Roberts 
Associate 
e-mail: gareth.roberts@pegasusgroup.co.uk 
 
encs  
 

i. A paper copy of a notice  
ii. A branded USB drive containing the planning application.  

 
 
  



 

 

First Floor | South Wing | Equinox North | Great Park Road | Almondsbury | Bristol | BS32 4QL 

T 01454 625945 | F 01454 618074 | W www.pegasusgroup.co.uk  
 

Birmingham | Bracknell | Bristol | Cambridge | Cirencester | East Midlands | Leeds | Liverpool | London | Manchester 

Pegasus Group is a trading name of Pegasus Planning Group Limited (07277000) registered in England and Wales 
Registered Office: Pegasus House, Querns Business Centre, Whitworth Road, Cirencester, Gloucestershire, GL7 1RT 
 

Page | 1  

 

CV/GRO/BRS.4254 
 
7 August 2019 
 
Dafydd Elis-Thomas AM 
The Welsh Minister for Culture, Sport and Tourism 
Welsh Government 
5th Floor 
Ty Hywel 
Cardiff Bay 
CF99 1NA   

BY RECORDED DELIVERY 
 
Dear Dafydd 
 
Penderi Solar Farm, Llangennech, SA14 8PX 
The Planning (Wales) Act 2015 
The Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 
Consultation before applying for Planning Permission 
Consultation closing on Friday 27 September 2019 
 
Pegasus Group are working as planning consultants for Voltalia UK Ltd (‘the Applicant’) 
who intend to submit a Development of National Significance (“DNS”) application for the 
construction, operation, management and decommissioning of a renewable energy scheme 
on land at Penderi, Blaenhiraeth Farm, Llangennech, Llanelli, SA14 8PX. 
 
By virtue of its potential renewable energy generating capacity, this project constitutes a 
DNS for Wales.  The consenting regime for DNS was introduced by The Planning (Wales) 
Act 2015. The Act requires the Welsh Minister to determine DNS projects, with applications 
being made directly to them.  The process for applying for a DNS is set out by the 
Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 and subsequent 
Regulations. 
 
Under the Order we have a duty to consult with specialist consultees for a minimum of six 
weeks prior to the submission of the application.  As you are identified as a specialist 
consultee in Schedule 5 of the Order, we formal request your pre-application consultation 
response under Article 9(3) of the Order. 
 
Information on how you can provide comments is set out below.  We are also required to 
provide you with a copy of the planning application, plans and other documents and this 
is electronically provided on the enclosed USB stick. 
 
Please find enclosed:  
 

(i) Notice Under Article 9(3) 

(ii) A branded USB stick containing: -  

a. Site location plan   

b. Planning application drawings  
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c. Design and Access Statement   

d. Environmental Statement 

e. Non-Technical Summary of the Environmental Statement 

f. Economic Report   

g. Transport Statement and Construction Management Plan  

h. Heritage Assessment   

 
As you are a specialist consultee, a Confidential Ecological Report on Badgers is also saved 
on the USB and please do not release this document to the general public. 

 
Development Proposal 
 
The main elements of the development will be the installation of a ground mounted solar 
farm with a maximum design capacity of 38MWp (megawatts peak).  There will also be 
electrical connection infrastructure with a point of connection into the local electricity grid 
directly via the 132kV overhead pylons which traverse the site. 
 
An operational lifespan of 35 years will be sought.  A single substation compound will serve 
the whole development and this will be required for the duration of the development.  The 
application proposal would also include a package of landscape, ecological and biodiversity 
benefits.  Listed Building Consent will be sought for the laying of cables through the 
concrete overlay on Cilddewi Bridge. 
 
You may inspect copies of the proposed application; the plans; and other supporting 
documents online at www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk  
 
How to Respond and /or ask questions 
 
The consultation period runs until Friday 27 September 2019.  If you wish to respond to 
our consultation, please include your name and contact details in your response.  
 
Any comments over this document must be submitted to Pegasus Group by: 
 
Email:  Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk  
 
Postal: Pegasus Group, First Floor, South Wing, Equinox North, Great Park Road, 

Bristol, BS32 4QL  
 
Online: www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk 
 
Phone:  01454 625945  
 
If you have any questions regarding the process or the content of this consultation, please 
do not hesitate to get in touch.  
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We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Gareth Roberts 
Associate 
e-mail: gareth.roberts@pegasusgroup.co.uk 
 
encs  
 

i. A paper copy of a notice  
ii. A branded USB drive containing the planning application.  
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CV/GRO/BRS.4254 
 
7 August 2019 
 
Lesley Griffiths AM 
Minister for Environment, Energy and Rural Affairs 
Welsh Government 
5th Floor 
Ty Hywel 
Cardiff Bay 
CF99 1NA   

BY RECORDED DELIVERY 
 
Dear Lesley 
 
Penderi Solar Farm, Llangennech, SA14 8PX 
The Planning (Wales) Act 2015 
The Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 
Consultation before applying for Planning Permission 
Consultation closing on Friday 27 September 2019 
 
Pegasus Group are working as planning consultants for Voltalia UK Ltd (‘the Applicant’) 
who intend to submit a Development of National Significance (“DNS”) application for the 
construction, operation, management and decommissioning of a renewable energy scheme 
on land at Penderi, Blaenhiraeth Farm, Llangennech, Llanelli, SA14 8PX. 
 
By virtue of its potential renewable energy generating capacity, this project constitutes a 
DNS for Wales.  The consenting regime for DNS was introduced by The Planning (Wales) 
Act 2015. The Act requires the Welsh Minister to determine DNS projects, with applications 
being made directly to them.  The process for applying for a DNS is set out by the 
Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 and subsequent 
Regulations. 
 
Under the Order we have a duty to consult with specialist consultees for a minimum of six 
weeks prior to the submission of the application.  As you are identified as a specialist 
consultee in Schedule 5 of the Order, we formal request your pre-application consultation 
response under Article 9(3) of the Order. 
 
Information on how you can provide comments is set out below.  We are also required to 
provide you with a copy of the planning application, plans and other documents and this 
is electronically provided on the enclosed USB stick. 
 
Please find enclosed:  
 

(i) Notice Under Article 9(3) 

(ii) A branded USB stick containing: -  

a. Site location plan   

b. Planning application drawings  
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c. Design and Access Statement   

d. Environmental Statement 

e. Non-Technical Summary of the Environmental Statement 

f. Economic Report   

g. Transport Statement and Construction Management Plan  

h. Heritage Assessment   

 
As you are a specialist consultee, a Confidential Ecological Report on Badgers is also saved 
on the USB and please do not release this document to the general public. 

 
Development Proposal 
 
The main elements of the development will be the installation of a ground mounted solar 
farm with a maximum design capacity of 38MWp (megawatts peak).  There will also be 
electrical connection infrastructure with a point of connection into the local electricity grid 
directly via the 132kV overhead pylons which traverse the site. 
 
An operational lifespan of 35 years will be sought.  A single substation compound will serve 
the whole development and this will be required for the duration of the development.  The 
application proposal would also include a package of landscape, ecological and biodiversity 
benefits.  Listed Building Consent will be sought for the laying of cables through the 
concrete overlay on Cilddewi Bridge. 
 
You may inspect copies of the proposed application; the plans; and other supporting 
documents online at www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk  
 
How to Respond and /or ask questions 
 
The consultation period runs until Friday 27 September 2019.  If you wish to respond to 
our consultation, please include your name and contact details in your response.  
 
Any comments over this document must be submitted to Pegasus Group by: 
 
Email:  Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk  
 
Postal: Pegasus Group, First Floor, South Wing, Equinox North, Great Park Road, 

Bristol, BS32 4QL  
 
Online: www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk 
 
Phone:  01454 625945  
 
If you have any questions regarding the process or the content of this consultation, please 
do not hesitate to get in touch.  
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We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Gareth Roberts 
Associate 
e-mail: gareth.roberts@pegasusgroup.co.uk 
 
encs  
 

i. A paper copy of a notice  
ii. A branded USB drive containing the planning application.  
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CV/GRO/BRS.4254 
 
7 August 2019 
 
Denise Harris 
CADW 
Protection & Policy 
Plas Carew 
Unit 5/7 Cefn Coed 
Parc Nantgarw 
Cardiff  CF15 7QQ 

BY RECORDED DELIVERY 
 
Dear Denise 
 
Penderi Solar Farm, Llangennech, SA14 8PX 
The Planning (Wales) Act 2015 
The Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 
Consultation before applying for Planning Permission 
Consultation closing on Friday 27 September 2019 
 
Pegasus Group are working as planning consultants for Voltalia UK Ltd (‘the Applicant’) 
who intend to submit a Development of National Significance (“DNS”) application for the 
construction, operation, management and decommissioning of a renewable energy scheme 
on land at Penderi, Blaenhiraeth Farm, Llangennech, Llanelli, SA14 8PX. 
 
By virtue of its potential renewable energy generating capacity, this project constitutes a 
DNS for Wales.  The consenting regime for DNS was introduced by The Planning (Wales) 
Act 2015. The Act requires the Welsh Minister to determine DNS projects, with applications 
being made directly to them.  The process for applying for a DNS is set out by the 
Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 and subsequent 
Regulations. 
 
Under the Order we have a duty to consult with specialist consultees for a minimum of six 
weeks prior to the submission of the application.  As you are identified as a specialist 
consultee in Schedule 5 of the Order, we formal request your pre-application consultation 
response under Article 9(3) of the Order. 
 
Information on how you can provide comments is set out below.  We are also required to 
provide you with a copy of the planning application, plans and other documents and this 
is electronically provided on the enclosed USB stick. 
 
Please find enclosed:  
 

(i) Notice Under Article 9(3) 

(ii) A branded USB stick containing: -  

a. Site location plan   

b. Planning application drawings  
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c. Design and Access Statement   

d. Environmental Statement 

e. Non-Technical Summary of the Environmental Statement 

f. Economic Report   

g. Transport Statement and Construction Management Plan  

h. Heritage Assessment   

 
As you are a specialist consultee, a Confidential Ecological Report on Badgers is also saved 
on the USB and please do not release this document to the general public. 

 
Development Proposal 
 
The main elements of the development will be the installation of a ground mounted solar 
farm with a maximum design capacity of 38MWp (megawatts peak).  There will also be 
electrical connection infrastructure with a point of connection into the local electricity grid 
directly via the 132kV overhead pylons which traverse the site. 
 
An operational lifespan of 35 years will be sought.  A single substation compound will serve 
the whole development and this will be required for the duration of the development.  The 
application proposal would also include a package of landscape, ecological and biodiversity 
benefits.  Listed Building Consent will be sought for the laying of cables through the 
concrete overlay on Cilddewi Bridge. 
 
You may inspect copies of the proposed application; the plans; and other supporting 
documents online at www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk  
 
How to Respond and /or ask questions 
 
The consultation period runs until Friday 27 September 2019.  If you wish to respond to 
our consultation, please include your name and contact details in your response.  
 
Any comments over this document must be submitted to Pegasus Group by: 
 
Email:  Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk  
 
Postal: Pegasus Group, First Floor, South Wing, Equinox North, Great Park Road, 

Bristol, BS32 4QL  
 
Online: www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk 
 
Phone:  01454 625945  
 
If you have any questions regarding the process or the content of this consultation, please 
do not hesitate to get in touch.  
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We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Gareth Roberts 
Associate 
e-mail: gareth.roberts@pegasusgroup.co.uk 
 
encs  
 

i. A paper copy of a notice  
ii. A branded USB drive containing the planning application.  
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CV/GRO/BRS.4254 
 
7 August 2019 
 
Gary Glenister   
Development Management Officer   
Planning Service  
Environment Department   
Carmarthenshire County Council 
Ty Elwyn  
Llanelli  
SA15 3AP 

BY RECORDED DELIVERY 
 
Dear Gary  
 
Penderi Solar Farm, Llangennech, SA14 8PX 
The Planning (Wales) Act 2015 
The Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 
Publicity and Consultation before applying for Planning Permission 
Consultation closing on Friday 27 September 2019 
 
On behalf of Voltalia UK Ltd (the applicant), I hereby request Carmarthenshire County 
Council’s formal pre-application advice as a ‘community consultee’ under Article 9(2)(b) of 
the Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016.  All community 
consultees, statutory consultees and relevant persons are asked to provide comments by 
Friday 27 September 2019. 
  
The applicant would be grateful if you could coordinate the response from Carmarthenshire 
County Council within the prescribed timeframe and provide a single combined response 
(if appropriate to do so). 
 
Information on how you can provide your comments is set out below.  A USB stick is 
enclosed which provides copy of the application submission.  Please find enclosed:  
 

(i) Notice 
(ii) A branded USB stick containing: -  

a. Site location plan   
b. Planning application drawings  
c. Design and Access Statement   
d. Environmental Statement 
e. Non-Technical Summary of the Environmental Statement 
f. Economic Benefits Report   
g. Transport Statement and Construction Management Plan  
h. Heritage Assessment     

 
A Confidential Ecological Report on Badgers is also saved on the USB and please do not 
release this document to the general public.  
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Development Proposal 
 
The main elements of the development will be the installation of a ground mounted solar 
farm with a maximum design capacity of 38MWp (megawatts peak).  There will also be 
electrical connection infrastructure with a point of connection into the local electricity grid 
directly via the 132kV overhead pylons which traverse the site. 
 
An operational lifespan of 35 years will be sought.  A single substation compound will serve 
the whole development and this will be required for the duration of the development.  The 
application proposal would also include a package of landscape, ecological and biodiversity 
benefits.  Listed Building Consent will be sought for the laying of cables through the 
concrete overlay on Cilddewi Bridge. 
 
You may inspect copies of the proposed application; the plans; and other supporting 
documents online at www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk  
 
How to Respond and /or ask questions 
 
The consultation period runs until Friday 27 September 2019.  If you wish to respond to 
our consultation, please include your name and contact details in your response. 
 
Any comments over this document must be submitted to Pegasus Group via: 
 
Email:  Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk  
 
Postal: Pegasus Group, First Floor, South Wing, Equinox North, Great Park Road, 

Bristol, BS32 4QL  
 
Online: www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk 
 
Phone:  01454 625945  
 
If you have any questions regarding the process or the content of this consultation, please 
do not hesitate to get in touch.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Gareth Roberts 
Associate 
e-mail: gareth.roberts@pegasusgroup.co.uk 
 
encs  
 

i. Notice; and  
ii. A branded USB drive containing the planning application.  

http://www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk/
mailto:Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk
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CV/GRO/BRS.4254 
 
7 August 2019 
 
Gary Glenister 
Development Management Officer 
Carmarthenshire County Borough Council 
Planning Service 
Environment Department 
Ty Elwyn 
Llanelli  SA15 3AP 

BY RECORDED DELIVERY 
 
Dear Gary 
 
Penderi Solar Farm, Llangennech, SA14 8PX 
The Planning (Wales) Act 2015 
The Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 
Publicity and Consultation before applying for Planning Permission 
Consultation closing on Friday 27 September 2019 
 
Pegasus Group are working as planning consultants for Voltalia UK Ltd (‘the Applicant’) 
who intend to submit a Development of National Significance (“DNS”) application for the 
construction, operation, management and decommissioning of a renewable energy scheme 
on land at Penderi, Blaenhiraeth Farm, Llangennech, Llanelli, SA14 8PX. 
 
By virtue of its potential renewable energy generating capacity, this project constitutes a 
DNS for Wales.  The consenting regime for DNS was introduced by The Planning (Wales) 
Act 2015. The Act requires the Welsh Minister to determine DNS projects, with applications 
being made directly to them.  The planning application process for DNS is set out by the 
Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 and subsequent 
Regulations. 
 
Under Article 9(a) of the Order, we have a duty to publicise and consult with community 
consultees for a minimum of six weeks prior to the submission of the application and this 
includes each community council in whose area the land to which the proposed application 
relates is situated.  We would also welcome the opportunity to present the scheme to the 
Council and please advise if this would be acceptable.   
 
Information on how you can provide comments is set out below.  The enclosed USB stick 
provides a copy of the planning application.  We can of course provide you with hard copies 
of the documents upon request.  Please find enclosed:  
 

(i) A copy of the Notice 
(ii) A branded USB stick containing: -  

a. Site Location Plan   
b. Planning application drawings  
c. Design and Access Statement   
d. Environmental Statement 
e. Non-Technical Summary of the Environmental Statement 
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f. Economic Benefits Report   
g. Construction Traffic Management Plan  
h. Heritage Assessment     

 
Development Proposal 
 
The main elements of the development will be the installation of a ground mounted solar 
farm with a maximum design capacity of 38MWp (megawatts peak).  There will also be 
electrical connection infrastructure with a point of connection into the local electricity grid 
directly via the 132kV overhead pylons which traverse the site. 
 
An operational lifespan of 35 years will be sought.  A single substation compound will serve 
the whole development and this will be required for the duration of the development.  The 
application proposal would also include a package of landscape, ecological and biodiversity 
benefits.  Listed Building Consent will be sought for the laying of cables through the 
concrete overlay on Cilddewi Bridge. 
 
You may inspect copies of the proposed application; the plans; and other supporting 
documents online at www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk.  
 
How to Respond and /or ask questions 
 
The consultation period runs until Friday 27 September 2019.   
 
Any comments over this application must be submitted to Pegasus Group via: 
 
Email:  Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk  
 
Postal: Pegasus Group, First Floor, South Wing, Equinox North, Great Park Road, 

Bristol, BS32 4QL  
 
Online: www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk 
 
Phone:  01454 625945  
 
If you have any questions regarding the process or the content of this consultation, please 
do not hesitate to get in touch.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Gareth Roberts 
Associate 
e-mail: gareth.roberts@pegasusgroup.co.uk 
 
  

http://www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk/
mailto:Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk
http://www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk/
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Encs: 
 

i. Notice; and  
ii. A branded USB drive containing the planning application.  
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CV/GRO/BRS.4254 
 
7 August 2019 
 
David Davies (Clerk) 
Llannon Community Council 
Cwmffrwd Farm 
Llandeilo Road 
Glanaman 
SA18 2DZ 

BY RECORDED DELIVERY 
 
Dear David 
 
Penderi Solar Farm, Llangennech, SA14 8PX 
The Planning (Wales) Act 2015 
The Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 
Publicity and Consultation before applying for Planning Permission 
Consultation closing on Friday 27 September 2019 
 
Pegasus Group are working as planning consultants for Voltalia UK Ltd (‘the Applicant’) 
who intend to submit a Development of National Significance (“DNS”) application for the 
construction, operation, management and decommissioning of a renewable energy scheme 
on land at Penderi, Blaenhiraeth Farm, Llangennech, Llanelli, SA14 8PX. 
 
By virtue of its potential renewable energy generating capacity, this project constitutes a 
DNS for Wales.  The consenting regime for DNS was introduced by The Planning (Wales) 
Act 2015. The Act requires the Welsh Minister to determine DNS projects, with applications 
being made directly to them.  The planning application process for DNS is set out by the 
Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 and subsequent 
Regulations. 
 
Under Article 9(a) of the Order, we have a duty to publicise and consult with community 
consultees for a minimum of six weeks prior to the submission of the application and this 
includes each community council in whose area the land to which the proposed application 
relates is situated.  We would also welcome the opportunity to present the scheme to the 
Council and please advise if this would be acceptable.   
 
Information on how you can provide comments is set out below.  The enclosed USB stick 
provides a copy of the planning application.  We can of course provide you with hard copies 
of the documents upon request.  Please find enclosed:  
 

(i) A copy of the Notice 
(ii) A branded USB stick containing: -  

a. Site Location Plan   
b. Planning application drawings  
c. Design and Access Statement   
d. Environmental Statement 
e. Non-Technical Summary of the Environmental Statement 
f. Economic Benefits Report   
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g. Construction Traffic Management Plan  
h. Heritage Assessment     

 
Development Proposal 
 
The main elements of the development will be the installation of a ground mounted solar 
farm with a maximum design capacity of 38MWp (megawatts peak).  There will also be 
electrical connection infrastructure with a point of connection into the local electricity grid 
directly via the 132kV overhead pylons which traverse the site. 
 
An operational lifespan of 35 years will be sought.  A single substation compound will serve 
the whole development and this will be required for the duration of the development.  The 
application proposal would also include a package of landscape, ecological and biodiversity 
benefits.  Listed Building Consent will be sought for the laying of cables through the 
concrete overlay on Cilddewi Bridge. 
 
You may inspect copies of the proposed application; the plans; and other supporting 
documents online at www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk.  
 
How to Respond and /or ask questions 
 
The consultation period runs until Friday 27 September 2019.   
 
Any comments over this application must be submitted to Pegasus Group via: 
 
Email:  Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk  
 
Postal: Pegasus Group, First Floor, South Wing, Equinox North, Great Park Road, 

Bristol, BS32 4QL  
 
Online: www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk 
 
Phone:  01454 625945  
 
If you have any questions regarding the process or the content of this consultation, please 
do not hesitate to get in touch.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Gareth Roberts 
Associate 
e-mail: gareth.roberts@pegasusgroup.co.uk 
 
  

http://www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk/
mailto:Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk
http://www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk/
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Encs: 
 

i. Notice; and  
ii. A branded USB drive containing the planning application.  
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CV/GRO/BRS.4254 
 
7 August 2019 
 
Emir Wyn Evans, B Sc., ACMA (Clerk) 
Llangennech Community Council 
45 Pendderi Road 
Bryn, Llanelli 
45 Pendderi Road 
SA14 9PL 

BY RECORDED DELIVERY 
 
Dear Emir  
 
Penderi Solar Farm, Llangennech, SA14 8PX 
The Planning (Wales) Act 2015 
The Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 
Publicity and Consultation before applying for Planning Permission 
Consultation closing on Friday 27 September 2019 
 
Pegasus Group are working as planning consultants for Voltalia UK Ltd (‘the Applicant’) 
who intend to submit a Development of National Significance (“DNS”) application for the 
construction, operation, management and decommissioning of a renewable energy scheme 
on land at Penderi, Blaenhiraeth Farm, Llangennech, Llanelli, SA14 8PX. 
 
By virtue of its potential renewable energy generating capacity, this project constitutes a 
DNS for Wales.  The consenting regime for DNS was introduced by The Planning (Wales) 
Act 2015. The Act requires the Welsh Minister to determine DNS projects, with applications 
being made directly to them.  The planning application process for DNS is set out by the 
Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 and subsequent 
Regulations. 
 
Under Article 9(a) of the Order, we have a duty to publicise and consult with community 
consultees for a minimum of six weeks prior to the submission of the application and this 
includes each community council in whose area the land to which the proposed application 
relates is situated.  We would also welcome the opportunity to present the scheme to the 
Council and please advise if this would be acceptable.   
 
Information on how you can provide comments is set out below.  The enclosed USB stick 
provides a copy of the planning application.  We can of course provide you with hard copies 
of the documents upon request.  Please find enclosed:  
 

(i) A copy of the Notice 
(ii) A branded USB stick containing: -  

a. Site Location Plan   
b. Planning application drawings  
c. Design and Access Statement   
d. Environmental Statement 
e. Non-Technical Summary of the Environmental Statement 
f. Economic Benefits Report   
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g. Construction Traffic Management Plan  
h. Heritage Assessment     

 
Development Proposal 
 
The main elements of the development will be the installation of a ground mounted solar 
farm with a maximum design capacity of 38MWp (megawatts peak).  There will also be 
electrical connection infrastructure with a point of connection into the local electricity grid 
directly via the 132kV overhead pylons which traverse the site. 
 
An operational lifespan of 35 years will be sought.  A single substation compound will serve 
the whole development and this will be required for the duration of the development.  The 
application proposal would also include a package of landscape, ecological and biodiversity 
benefits.  Listed Building Consent will be sought for the laying of cables through the 
concrete overlay on Cilddewi Bridge. 
 
You may inspect copies of the proposed application; the plans; and other supporting 
documents online at www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk.  
 
How to Respond and /or ask questions 
 
The consultation period runs until Friday 27 September 2019.   
 
Any comments over this application must be submitted to Pegasus Group via: 
 
Email:  Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk  
 
Postal: Pegasus Group, First Floor, South Wing, Equinox North, Great Park Road, 

Bristol, BS32 4QL  
 
Online: www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk 
 
Phone:  01454 625945  
 
If you have any questions regarding the process or the content of this consultation, please 
do not hesitate to get in touch.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Gareth Roberts 
Associate 
e-mail: gareth.roberts@pegasusgroup.co.uk 
 
  

http://www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk/
mailto:Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk
http://www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk/
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Encs: 
 

i. Notice; and  
ii. A branded USB drive containing the planning application.  
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CV/GRO/BRS.4254 
 
7 August 2019 
 
Mark Galbraith (Clerk) 
Llanelli Rural District Council 
Vauxhall Buildings 
Vauxhall 
Llanelli 
SA15 3BD 

BY RECORDED DELIVERY 
 
Dear Mark 
 
Penderi Solar Farm, Llangennech, SA14 8PX 
The Planning (Wales) Act 2015 
The Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 
Publicity and Consultation before applying for Planning Permission 
Consultation closing on Friday 27 September 2019 
 
Pegasus Group are working as planning consultants for Voltalia UK Ltd (‘the Applicant’) 
who intend to submit a Development of National Significance (“DNS”) application for the 
construction, operation, management and decommissioning of a renewable energy scheme 
on land at Penderi, Blaenhiraeth Farm, Llangennech, Llanelli, SA14 8PX. 
 
By virtue of its potential renewable energy generating capacity, this project constitutes a 
DNS for Wales.  The consenting regime for DNS was introduced by The Planning (Wales) 
Act 2015. The Act requires the Welsh Minister to determine DNS projects, with applications 
being made directly to them.  The planning application process for DNS is set out by the 
Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 and subsequent 
Regulations. 
 
Under Article 9(a) of the Order, we have a duty to publicise and consult with community 
consultees for a minimum of six weeks prior to the submission of the application and this 
includes each community council in whose area the land to which the proposed application 
relates is situated.  We would also welcome the opportunity to present the scheme to the 
Council and please advise if this would be acceptable.   
 
Information on how you can provide comments is set out below.  The enclosed USB stick 
provides a copy of the planning application.  We can of course provide you with hard copies 
of the documents upon request.  Please find enclosed:  
 

(i) A copy of the Notice 
(ii) A branded USB stick containing: -  

a. Site Location Plan   
b. Planning application drawings  
c. Design and Access Statement   
d. Environmental Statement 
e. Non-Technical Summary of the Environmental Statement 
f. Economic Benefits Report   
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g. Construction Traffic Management Plan  
h. Heritage Assessment     

 
Development Proposal 
 
The main elements of the development will be the installation of a ground mounted solar 
farm with a maximum design capacity of 38MWp (megawatts peak).  There will also be 
electrical connection infrastructure with a point of connection into the local electricity grid 
directly via the 132kV overhead pylons which traverse the site. 
 
An operational lifespan of 35 years will be sought.  A single substation compound will serve 
the whole development and this will be required for the duration of the development.  The 
application proposal would also include a package of landscape, ecological and biodiversity 
benefits.  Listed Building Consent will be sought for the laying of cables through the 
concrete overlay on Cilddewi Bridge. 
 
You may inspect copies of the proposed application; the plans; and other supporting 
documents online at www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk.  
 
How to Respond and /or ask questions 
 
The consultation period runs until Friday 27 September 2019.   
 
Any comments over this application must be submitted to Pegasus Group via: 
 
Email:  Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk  
 
Postal: Pegasus Group, First Floor, South Wing, Equinox North, Great Park Road, 

Bristol, BS32 4QL  
 
Online: www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk 
 
Phone:  01454 625945  
 
If you have any questions regarding the process or the content of this consultation, please 
do not hesitate to get in touch.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Gareth Roberts 
Associate 
e-mail: gareth.roberts@pegasusgroup.co.uk 
 
  

http://www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk/
mailto:Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk
http://www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk/


 
 

 

Page | 3  

 

Encs: 
 

i. Notice; and  
ii. A branded USB drive containing the planning application.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

First Floor | South Wing | Equinox North | Great Park Road | Almondsbury | Bristol | BS32 4QL 

T 01454 625945 | F 01454 618074 | W www.pegasusgroup.co.uk  
 

Birmingham | Bracknell | Bristol | Cambridge | Cirencester | East Midlands | Leeds | Liverpool | London | Manchester | Peterborough 

Pegasus Group is a trading name of Pegasus Planning Group Limited (07277000) registered in England and Wales 
Registered Office: Pegasus House, Querns Business Centre, Whitworth Road, Cirencester, Gloucestershire, GL7 1RT 
 

Page | 1  

 

GRO/BRS.4254 
 
9 August 2019 
 
Cllr Emlyn Dole   
Fferm Capel Ifan  
Pontyberem 
Llanelli 
Carmarthenshire 
SA15 5HF 
 
 
 
Dear Cllr Dole 
 
Penderi Solar Farm, Llangennech, SA14 8PX 
The Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 
Publicity and Consultation before applying for Planning Permission 
 
Pegasus Group are working as planning consultants for Voltalia UK Ltd (‘the Applicant’) 
who intend to submit a Development of National Significance (“DNS”) application for the 
construction, operation, management and decommissioning of a renewable energy 
scheme on land at Penderi, Blaenhiraeth Farm, Llangennech, Llanelli, SA14 8PX.  By virtue 
of its potential renewable energy generating capacity, this project constitutes a DNS for 
Wales.  The consenting regime for DNS was introduced by The Planning (Wales) Act 2015. 
The Act requires the Welsh Minister to determine DNS projects, with applications being 
made directly to them.  The planning application process for DNS is set out by the 
Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 and subsequent 
Regulations. 
 
I am writing to you in your capacity as Ward Councillor and I look forward to receiving any 
comments you may have.  If you would like to discuss the proposal or require any 
additional information, then please do not hesitate to contact me.    Details of the proposal 
are summarised below and you may inspect copies of the proposed application; the plans; 
and other supporting documents online at www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk.  The project 
leaflet and landscape planting plan are enclosed for ease of reference. 
 
Development Proposal 
 
The main elements of the development will be the installation of a ground mounted solar 
farm with a maximum design capacity of 38MWp (megawatts peak).  There will also be 
electrical connection infrastructure with a point of connection into the local electricity grid 
directly via the 132kV overhead pylons which traverse the site.  An operational lifespan of 
35 years will be sought.  A single substation compound will serve the whole development, 
and this will be required for the duration of the development.  The application proposal 
would also include a package of landscape, ecological and biodiversity benefits.  Listed 
Building Consent will be sought for the laying of cables through the concrete overlay on 
Cilddewi Bridge. 
 
  

http://www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk/
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Pre-application Consultation  
 
Under Article 9(a) of the Order, we have a duty to publicise and consult with community 
consultees for a minimum of six weeks prior to the submission of the application.  The 
consultation started on 7 August and runs until 27 September 2019 and this includes a 
public exhibition at the Best Western Hotel on Tuesday 13 August 2019 between 2pm and 
8pm.  Advert promoting the exhibition has also been published in the local newspapers, 
namely Llanelli Star and the South West Guardian.  As part of the consultation process, 
we are also engaging with the landowners adjoining the site and a leaflet drop is also being 
undertaken in the locality.   In addition, we are consulting Carmarthenshire County 
Council, Llannon Community Council, Llangennech Community Council, and Llanelli Rural 
District Council, specialist consultees (such as National Resource Wales).     
 
If you have any questions regarding the process or the content of this consultation, please 
do not hesitate to get in touch with me or Kelly Clutterbuck, Head of Development at 
Voltalia UK Ltd (email to: K.Clutterbuck@voltalia.com)  
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Gareth Roberts 
Associate 
e-mail: gareth.roberts@pegasusgroup.co.uk  
 
 
encs  Consultation leaflet  

Planting plans  
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GRO/BRS.4254 
 
9 August 2019 
 
Cllr Dot Jones  
Highfield  
Gors Road 
Upper Tumble 
Llanelli, 
CAR MS. 
 
 
 
Dear Cllr Jones 
 
Penderi Solar Farm, Llangennech, SA14 8PX 
The Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 
Publicity and Consultation before applying for Planning Permission 
 
Pegasus Group are working as planning consultants for Voltalia UK Ltd (‘the Applicant’) 
who intend to submit a Development of National Significance (“DNS”) application for the 
construction, operation, management and decommissioning of a renewable energy 
scheme on land at Penderi, Blaenhiraeth Farm, Llangennech, Llanelli, SA14 8PX.  By virtue 
of its potential renewable energy generating capacity, this project constitutes a DNS for 
Wales.  The consenting regime for DNS was introduced by The Planning (Wales) Act 2015. 
The Act requires the Welsh Minister to determine DNS projects, with applications being 
made directly to them.  The planning application process for DNS is set out by the 
Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 and subsequent 
Regulations. 
 
I am writing to you in your capacity as Ward Councillor and I look forward to receiving any 
comments you may have.  If you would like to discuss the proposal or require any 
additional information, then please do not hesitate to contact me.    Details of the proposal 
are summarised below and you may inspect copies of the proposed application; the plans; 
and other supporting documents online at www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk.  The project 
leaflet and landscape planting plan are enclosed for ease of reference. 
 
Development Proposal 
 
The main elements of the development will be the installation of a ground mounted solar 
farm with a maximum design capacity of 38MWp (megawatts peak).  There will also be 
electrical connection infrastructure with a point of connection into the local electricity grid 
directly via the 132kV overhead pylons which traverse the site.  An operational lifespan of 
35 years will be sought.  A single substation compound will serve the whole development, 
and this will be required for the duration of the development.  The application proposal 
would also include a package of landscape, ecological and biodiversity benefits.  Listed 
Building Consent will be sought for the laying of cables through the concrete overlay on 
Cilddewi Bridge. 
 
  

http://www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk/
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Pre-application Consultation  
 
Under Article 9(a) of the Order, we have a duty to publicise and consult with community 
consultees for a minimum of six weeks prior to the submission of the application.  The 
consultation started on 7 August and runs until 27 September 2019 and this includes a 
public exhibition at the Best Western Hotel on Tuesday 13 August 2019 between 2pm and 
8pm.  Advert promoting the exhibition has also been published in the local newspapers, 
namely Llanelli Star and the South West Guardian.  As part of the consultation process, 
we are also engaging with the landowners adjoining the site and a leaflet drop is also being 
undertaken in the locality.   In addition, we are consulting Carmarthenshire County 
Council, Llannon Community Council, Llangennech Community Council, and Llanelli Rural 
District Council, specialist consultees (such as National Resource Wales).     
 
If you have any questions regarding the process or the content of this consultation, please 
do not hesitate to get in touch with me or Kelly Clutterbuck, Head of Development at 
Voltalia UK Ltd (email to: K.Clutterbuck@voltalia.com)  
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Gareth Roberts 
Associate 
e-mail: gareth.roberts@pegasusgroup.co.uk  
 
 
encs  Consultation leaflet  

Planting plans  
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GRO/BRS.4254 
 
9 August 2019 
 
Cllr Gary Jones   
16 Maes Ty Gwyn  
Llangennech 
Llanelli 
Carms 
SA14 8XY 
 
 
 
Dear Cllr Jones 
 
Penderi Solar Farm, Llangennech, SA14 8PX 
The Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 
Publicity and Consultation before applying for Planning Permission 
 
Pegasus Group are working as planning consultants for Voltalia UK Ltd (‘the Applicant’) 
who intend to submit a Development of National Significance (“DNS”) application for the 
construction, operation, management and decommissioning of a renewable energy 
scheme on land at Penderi, Blaenhiraeth Farm, Llangennech, Llanelli, SA14 8PX.  By virtue 
of its potential renewable energy generating capacity, this project constitutes a DNS for 
Wales.  The consenting regime for DNS was introduced by The Planning (Wales) Act 2015. 
The Act requires the Welsh Minister to determine DNS projects, with applications being 
made directly to them.  The planning application process for DNS is set out by the 
Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 and subsequent 
Regulations. 
 
I am writing to you in your capacity as Ward Councillor and I look forward to receiving any 
comments you may have.  If you would like to discuss the proposal or require any 
additional information, then please do not hesitate to contact me.    Details of the proposal 
are summarised below and you may inspect copies of the proposed application; the plans; 
and other supporting documents online at www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk.  The project 
leaflet and landscape planting plan are enclosed for ease of reference. 
 
Development Proposal 
 
The main elements of the development will be the installation of a ground mounted solar 
farm with a maximum design capacity of 38MWp (megawatts peak).  There will also be 
electrical connection infrastructure with a point of connection into the local electricity grid 
directly via the 132kV overhead pylons which traverse the site.  An operational lifespan of 
35 years will be sought.  A single substation compound will serve the whole development, 
and this will be required for the duration of the development.  The application proposal 
would also include a package of landscape, ecological and biodiversity benefits.  Listed 
Building Consent will be sought for the laying of cables through the concrete overlay on 
Cilddewi Bridge. 
 
  

http://www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk/
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Pre-application Consultation  
 
Under Article 9(a) of the Order, we have a duty to publicise and consult with community 
consultees for a minimum of six weeks prior to the submission of the application.  The 
consultation started on 7 August and runs until 27 September 2019 and this includes a 
public exhibition at the Best Western Hotel on Tuesday 13 August 2019 between 2pm and 
8pm.  Advert promoting the exhibition has also been published in the local newspapers, 
namely Llanelli Star and the South West Guardian.  As part of the consultation process, 
we are also engaging with the landowners adjoining the site and a leaflet drop is also being 
undertaken in the locality.   In addition, we are consulting Carmarthenshire County 
Council, Llannon Community Council, Llangennech Community Council, and Llanelli Rural 
District Council, specialist consultees (such as National Resource Wales).     
 
If you have any questions regarding the process or the content of this consultation, please 
do not hesitate to get in touch with me or Kelly Clutterbuck, Head of Development at 
Voltalia UK Ltd (email to: K.Clutterbuck@voltalia.com)  
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Gareth Roberts 
Associate 
e-mail: gareth.roberts@pegasusgroup.co.uk  
 
 
encs  Consultation leaflet  

Planting plans  
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GRO/BRS.4254 
 
9 August 2019 
 
Cllr Giles Morgan  
61 Oaklands  
Swiss Valley 
Llanelli 
SA14 8DH 
 
 
 
Dear Cllr Morgan 
 
Penderi Solar Farm, Llangennech, SA14 8PX 
The Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 
Publicity and Consultation before applying for Planning Permission 
 
Pegasus Group are working as planning consultants for Voltalia UK Ltd (‘the Applicant’) 
who intend to submit a Development of National Significance (“DNS”) application for the 
construction, operation, management and decommissioning of a renewable energy 
scheme on land at Penderi, Blaenhiraeth Farm, Llangennech, Llanelli, SA14 8PX.  By virtue 
of its potential renewable energy generating capacity, this project constitutes a DNS for 
Wales.  The consenting regime for DNS was introduced by The Planning (Wales) Act 2015. 
The Act requires the Welsh Minister to determine DNS projects, with applications being 
made directly to them.  The planning application process for DNS is set out by the 
Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 and subsequent 
Regulations. 
 
I am writing to you in your capacity as Ward Councillor and I look forward to receiving any 
comments you may have.  If you would like to discuss the proposal or require any 
additional information, then please do not hesitate to contact me.    Details of the proposal 
are summarised below and you may inspect copies of the proposed application; the plans; 
and other supporting documents online at www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk.  The project 
leaflet and landscape planting plan are enclosed for ease of reference. 
 
Development Proposal 
 
The main elements of the development will be the installation of a ground mounted solar 
farm with a maximum design capacity of 38MWp (megawatts peak).  There will also be 
electrical connection infrastructure with a point of connection into the local electricity grid 
directly via the 132kV overhead pylons which traverse the site.  An operational lifespan of 
35 years will be sought.  A single substation compound will serve the whole development, 
and this will be required for the duration of the development.  The application proposal 
would also include a package of landscape, ecological and biodiversity benefits.  Listed 
Building Consent will be sought for the laying of cables through the concrete overlay on 
Cilddewi Bridge. 
 
  

http://www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk/


 
 

 

Page | 2  

 

Pre-application Consultation  
 
Under Article 9(a) of the Order, we have a duty to publicise and consult with community 
consultees for a minimum of six weeks prior to the submission of the application.  The 
consultation started on 7 August and runs until 27 September 2019 and this includes a 
public exhibition at the Best Western Hotel on Tuesday 13 August 2019 between 2pm and 
8pm.  Advert promoting the exhibition has also been published in the local newspapers, 
namely Llanelli Star and the South West Guardian.  As part of the consultation process, 
we are also engaging with the landowners adjoining the site and a leaflet drop is also being 
undertaken in the locality.   In addition, we are consulting Carmarthenshire County 
Council, Llannon Community Council, Llangennech Community Council, and Llanelli Rural 
District Council, specialist consultees (such as National Resource Wales).     
 
If you have any questions regarding the process or the content of this consultation, please 
do not hesitate to get in touch with me or Kelly Clutterbuck, Head of Development at 
Voltalia UK Ltd (email to: K.Clutterbuck@voltalia.com)  
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Gareth Roberts 
Associate 
e-mail: gareth.roberts@pegasusgroup.co.uk  
 
 
encs  Consultation leaflet  

Planting plans  
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GRO/BRS.4254 
 
9 August 2019 
 
Cllr. Gwyneth Thomas   
14 Llys y Felin  
Llangennech 
Llanelli 
SA14 8BA 
 
 
 
Dear Cllr Thomas 
 
Penderi Solar Farm, Llangennech, SA14 8PX 
The Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 
Publicity and Consultation before applying for Planning Permission 
 
Pegasus Group are working as planning consultants for Voltalia UK Ltd (‘the Applicant’) 
who intend to submit a Development of National Significance (“DNS”) application for the 
construction, operation, management and decommissioning of a renewable energy 
scheme on land at Penderi, Blaenhiraeth Farm, Llangennech, Llanelli, SA14 8PX.  By virtue 
of its potential renewable energy generating capacity, this project constitutes a DNS for 
Wales.  The consenting regime for DNS was introduced by The Planning (Wales) Act 2015. 
The Act requires the Welsh Minister to determine DNS projects, with applications being 
made directly to them.  The planning application process for DNS is set out by the 
Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 and subsequent 
Regulations. 
 
I am writing to you in your capacity as Ward Councillor and I look forward to receiving any 
comments you may have.  If you would like to discuss the proposal or require any 
additional information, then please do not hesitate to contact me.    Details of the proposal 
are summarised below and you may inspect copies of the proposed application; the plans; 
and other supporting documents online at www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk.  The project 
leaflet and landscape planting plan are enclosed for ease of reference. 
 
Development Proposal 
 
The main elements of the development will be the installation of a ground mounted solar 
farm with a maximum design capacity of 38MWp (megawatts peak).  There will also be 
electrical connection infrastructure with a point of connection into the local electricity grid 
directly via the 132kV overhead pylons which traverse the site.  An operational lifespan of 
35 years will be sought.  A single substation compound will serve the whole development, 
and this will be required for the duration of the development.  The application proposal 
would also include a package of landscape, ecological and biodiversity benefits.  Listed 
Building Consent will be sought for the laying of cables through the concrete overlay on 
Cilddewi Bridge. 
 
  

http://www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk/


 
 

 

Page | 2  

 

Pre-application Consultation  
 
Under Article 9(a) of the Order, we have a duty to publicise and consult with community 
consultees for a minimum of six weeks prior to the submission of the application.  The 
consultation started on 7 August and runs until 27 September 2019 and this includes a 
public exhibition at the Best Western Hotel on Tuesday 13 August 2019 between 2pm and 
8pm.  Advert promoting the exhibition has also been published in the local newspapers, 
namely Llanelli Star and the South West Guardian.  As part of the consultation process, 
we are also engaging with the landowners adjoining the site and a leaflet drop is also being 
undertaken in the locality.   In addition, we are consulting Carmarthenshire County 
Council, Llannon Community Council, Llangennech Community Council, and Llanelli Rural 
District Council, specialist consultees (such as National Resource Wales).     
 
If you have any questions regarding the process or the content of this consultation, please 
do not hesitate to get in touch with me or Kelly Clutterbuck, Head of Development at 
Voltalia UK Ltd (email to: K.Clutterbuck@voltalia.com)  
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Gareth Roberts 
Associate 
e-mail: gareth.roberts@pegasusgroup.co.uk  
 
 
encs  Consultation leaflet  

Planting plans  
 
 
 
 
   

mailto:K.Clutterbuck@voltalia.com
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CV/GRO/BRS.4254 
 
7 August 2019  
 
Alun Eifion Williams 
Clochryie Farmhouse 
Felinfoel 
Llanelli 
SA14 8EZ 

BY RECORDED DELIVERY 
 
Dear Mr Williams 
 
Penderi Solar Farm, Llangennech, SA14 8PX   
The Planning (Wales) Act 2015 
The Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 
Publicity and Consultation before applying for Planning Permission 
Public Consultation closing on Friday 27 September 2019 
 
Pegasus Group are working as planning consultants for Voltalia UK Ltd (‘the Applicant’) 
who intend to submit a Development of National Significance (“DNS”) application for the 
construction, operation, management and decommissioning of a renewable energy scheme 
on land at Penderi, Blaenhiraeth Farm, Llangennech, Llanelli, SA14 8PX. 
 
By virtue of its potential renewable energy generating capacity, this project constitutes a 
DNS for Wales.  The consenting regime for DNS was introduced by The Planning (Wales) 
Act 2015. The Act requires the Welsh Minister to determine DNS projects, with applications 
being made directly to them.  The process for applying for DNS is set out by the 
Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 and subsequent 
Regulations. 
 
Under the Order we have a duty to publicise and consult with local community, statutory 
consultees and owners or occupiers of land adjoining the site.  The consultation period 
must run for a minimum of six weeks prior to the submission of the application. 
 
We understand that you are the owner or occupier of land adjoining the development site 
and we therefore consider you an important stakeholder within the local community. We 
are keen to receive any comments you might wish to make on the proposed development. 
Your feedback will be considered before the Applicant finalises its DNS application. 
  
Development Proposal 
 
The main elements of the development will be the installation of a ground mounted solar 
farm with a maximum design capacity of 38MWp (megawatts peak).  There will also be 
electrical connection infrastructure with a point of connection into the local electricity grid 
directly via the 132kV overhead pylons which traverse the site. 
 
An operational lifespan of 35 years will be sought.  A single substation compound will serve 
the whole development and this will be required for the duration of the development.  The 
application proposal would also include a package of landscape, ecological and biodiversity 
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benefits.  Listed Building Consent will be sought for the laying of cables through the 
concrete overlay on Cilddewi Bridge. 
 
In accordance with Article 8(1)(a)(ii) of the Order, also enclosed with this letter is a copy 
of the Notice.  The notice contains a description of the proposed development and gives 
details of where the consultation documents can be viewed.  It has also been publicised in 
local newspapers. 
 
You may inspect copies of the proposed application; the plans; and other supporting 
documents online at www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk  
 
How to Respond and /or ask questions 
 
The consultation period runs until Friday 27 September 2019.  If you wish to respond to 
our consultation, please include your name and an address in your response.  
 
Any comments over this document must be submitted to Pegasus Group by: 
 
Email:  Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk  
 
Postal: Pegasus Group, First Floor, South Wing, Equinox North, Great Park Road, 

Bristol, BS32 4QL  
 
Online: www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk 
 
Phone:  01454 625945  
 
If you have any questions regarding the process or the content of this consultation, please 
do not hesitate to get in touch.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Gareth Roberts 
Associate 
e-mail: gareth.roberts@pegasusgroup.co.uk 
 
encs  
 

i. Site Location Plan; and  
ii. A paper copy of a Notice.

http://www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk/
mailto:Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk
http://www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk/
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CV/GRO/BRS.4254 
 
7 August 2019  
 
Alun John Rees & Audrey Elizabeth Rees 
Llwynon 
Llanon 
Llanelli 

BY RECORDED DELIVERY 
 
Dear Mr & Mrs Rees  
Penderi Solar Farm, Llangennech, SA14 8PX   
The Planning (Wales) Act 2015 
The Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 
Publicity and Consultation before applying for Planning Permission 
Public Consultation closing on Friday 27 September 2019 
 
Pegasus Group are working as planning consultants for Voltalia UK Ltd (‘the Applicant’) 
who intend to submit a Development of National Significance (“DNS”) application for the 
construction, operation, management and decommissioning of a renewable energy scheme 
on land at Penderi, Blaenhiraeth Farm, Llangennech, Llanelli, SA14 8PX. 
 
By virtue of its potential renewable energy generating capacity, this project constitutes a 
DNS for Wales.  The consenting regime for DNS was introduced by The Planning (Wales) 
Act 2015. The Act requires the Welsh Minister to determine DNS projects, with applications 
being made directly to them.  The process for applying for DNS is set out by the 
Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 and subsequent 
Regulations. 
 
Under the Order we have a duty to publicise and consult with local community, statutory 
consultees and owners or occupiers of land adjoining the site.  The consultation period 
must run for a minimum of six weeks prior to the submission of the application. 
 
We understand that you are the owner or occupier of land adjoining the development site 
and we therefore consider you an important stakeholder within the local community. We 
are keen to receive any comments you might wish to make on the proposed development. 
Your feedback will be considered before the Applicant finalises its DNS application. 
  
Development Proposal 
 
The main elements of the development will be the installation of a ground mounted solar 
farm with a maximum design capacity of 38MWp (megawatts peak).  There will also be 
electrical connection infrastructure with a point of connection into the local electricity grid 
directly via the 132kV overhead pylons which traverse the site. 
 
An operational lifespan of 35 years will be sought.  A single substation compound will serve 
the whole development and this will be required for the duration of the development.  The 
application proposal would also include a package of landscape, ecological and biodiversity 
benefits.  Listed Building Consent will be sought for the laying of cables through the 
concrete overlay on Cilddewi Bridge. 
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In accordance with Article 8(1)(a)(ii) of the Order, also enclosed with this letter is a copy 
of the Notice.  The notice contains a description of the proposed development and gives 
details of where the consultation documents can be viewed.  It has also been publicised in 
local newspapers. 
 
You may inspect copies of the proposed application; the plans; and other supporting 
documents online at www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk  
 
How to Respond and /or ask questions 
 
The consultation period runs until Friday 27 September 2019.  If you wish to respond to 
our consultation, please include your name and an address in your response.  
 
Any comments over this document must be submitted to Pegasus Group by: 
 
Email:  Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk  
 
Postal: Pegasus Group, First Floor, South Wing, Equinox North, Great Park Road, 

Bristol, BS32 4QL  
 
Online: www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk 
 
Phone:  01454 625945  
 
If you have any questions regarding the process or the content of this consultation, please 
do not hesitate to get in touch.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Gareth Roberts 
Associate 
e-mail: gareth.roberts@pegasusgroup.co.uk 
 
encs  
 

i. Site Location Plan; and  
ii. A paper copy of a Notice.

http://www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk/
mailto:Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk
http://www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk/
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CV/GRO/BRS.4254 
 
7 August 2019  
 
Alun John Rees & Audrey Elizabeth Rees 
Meddfyw Farm 
Felinfoel 
Llanelli 
Carmathenshire 

BY RECORDED DELIVERY 
 
Dear Mr & Mrs Rees  
 
Penderi Solar Farm, Llangennech, SA14 8PX   
The Planning (Wales) Act 2015 
The Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 
Publicity and Consultation before applying for Planning Permission 
Public Consultation closing on Friday 27 September 2019 
 
Pegasus Group are working as planning consultants for Voltalia UK Ltd (‘the Applicant’) 
who intend to submit a Development of National Significance (“DNS”) application for the 
construction, operation, management and decommissioning of a renewable energy scheme 
on land at Penderi, Blaenhiraeth Farm, Llangennech, Llanelli, SA14 8PX. 
 
By virtue of its potential renewable energy generating capacity, this project constitutes a 
DNS for Wales.  The consenting regime for DNS was introduced by The Planning (Wales) 
Act 2015. The Act requires the Welsh Minister to determine DNS projects, with applications 
being made directly to them.  The process for applying for DNS is set out by the 
Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 and subsequent 
Regulations. 
 
Under the Order we have a duty to publicise and consult with local community, statutory 
consultees and owners or occupiers of land adjoining the site.  The consultation period 
must run for a minimum of six weeks prior to the submission of the application. 
 
We understand that you are the owner or occupier of land adjoining the development site 
and we therefore consider you an important stakeholder within the local community. We 
are keen to receive any comments you might wish to make on the proposed development. 
Your feedback will be considered before the Applicant finalises its DNS application. 
  
Development Proposal 
 
The main elements of the development will be the installation of a ground mounted solar 
farm with a maximum design capacity of 38MWp (megawatts peak).  There will also be 
electrical connection infrastructure with a point of connection into the local electricity grid 
directly via the 132kV overhead pylons which traverse the site. 
 
An operational lifespan of 35 years will be sought.  A single substation compound will serve 
the whole development and this will be required for the duration of the development.  The 
application proposal would also include a package of landscape, ecological and biodiversity 
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benefits.  Listed Building Consent will be sought for the laying of cables through the 
concrete overlay on Cilddewi Bridge. 
 
In accordance with Article 8(1)(a)(ii) of the Order, also enclosed with this letter is a copy 
of the Notice.  The notice contains a description of the proposed development and gives 
details of where the consultation documents can be viewed.  It has also been publicised in 
local newspapers. 
 
You may inspect copies of the proposed application; the plans; and other supporting 
documents online at www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk  
 
How to Respond and /or ask questions 
 
The consultation period runs until Friday 27 September 2019.  If you wish to respond to 
our consultation, please include your name and an address in your response.  
 
Any comments over this document must be submitted to Pegasus Group by: 
 
Email:  Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk  
 
Postal: Pegasus Group, First Floor, South Wing, Equinox North, Great Park Road, 

Bristol, BS32 4QL  
 
Online: www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk 
 
Phone:  01454 625945  
 
If you have any questions regarding the process or the content of this consultation, please 
do not hesitate to get in touch.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Gareth Roberts 
Associate 
e-mail: gareth.roberts@pegasusgroup.co.uk 
 
encs  
 

i. Site Location Plan; and  
ii. A paper copy of a Notice.

http://www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk/
mailto:Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk
http://www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk/
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CV/GRO/BRS.4254 
 
7 August 2019  
 
Andrew Roy Young 
Lletty’r Wennol 
Llannon 
Llanelli 
SA14 8JH 

BY RECORDED DELIVERY 
 
Dear Mr Young 
 
Penderi Solar Farm, Llangennech, SA14 8PX   
The Planning (Wales) Act 2015 
The Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 
Publicity and Consultation before applying for Planning Permission 
Public Consultation closing on Friday 27 September 2019 
 
Pegasus Group are working as planning consultants for Voltalia UK Ltd (‘the Applicant’) 
who intend to submit a Development of National Significance (“DNS”) application for the 
construction, operation, management and decommissioning of a renewable energy scheme 
on land at Penderi, Blaenhiraeth Farm, Llangennech, Llanelli, SA14 8PX. 
 
By virtue of its potential renewable energy generating capacity, this project constitutes a 
DNS for Wales.  The consenting regime for DNS was introduced by The Planning (Wales) 
Act 2015. The Act requires the Welsh Minister to determine DNS projects, with applications 
being made directly to them.  The process for applying for DNS is set out by the 
Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 and subsequent 
Regulations. 
 
Under the Order we have a duty to publicise and consult with local community, statutory 
consultees and owners or occupiers of land adjoining the site.  The consultation period 
must run for a minimum of six weeks prior to the submission of the application. 
 
We understand that you are the owner or occupier of land adjoining the development site 
and we therefore consider you an important stakeholder within the local community. We 
are keen to receive any comments you might wish to make on the proposed development. 
Your feedback will be considered before the Applicant finalises its DNS application. 
  
Development Proposal 
 
The main elements of the development will be the installation of a ground mounted solar 
farm with a maximum design capacity of 38MWp (megawatts peak).  There will also be 
electrical connection infrastructure with a point of connection into the local electricity grid 
directly via the 132kV overhead pylons which traverse the site. 
 
An operational lifespan of 35 years will be sought.  A single substation compound will serve 
the whole development and this will be required for the duration of the development.  The 
application proposal would also include a package of landscape, ecological and biodiversity 
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benefits.  Listed Building Consent will be sought for the laying of cables through the 
concrete overlay on Cilddewi Bridge. 
 
In accordance with Article 8(1)(a)(ii) of the Order, also enclosed with this letter is a copy 
of the Notice.  The notice contains a description of the proposed development and gives 
details of where the consultation documents can be viewed.  It has also been publicised in 
local newspapers. 
 
You may inspect copies of the proposed application; the plans; and other supporting 
documents online at www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk  
 
How to Respond and /or ask questions 
 
The consultation period runs until Friday 27 September 2019.  If you wish to respond to 
our consultation, please include your name and an address in your response.  
 
Any comments over this document must be submitted to Pegasus Group by: 
 
Email:  Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk  
 
Postal: Pegasus Group, First Floor, South Wing, Equinox North, Great Park Road, 

Bristol, BS32 4QL  
 
Online: www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk 
 
Phone:  01454 625945  
 
If you have any questions regarding the process or the content of this consultation, please 
do not hesitate to get in touch.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Gareth Roberts 
Associate 
e-mail: gareth.roberts@pegasusgroup.co.uk 
 
encs  
 

i. Site Location Plan; and  
ii. A paper copy of a Notice.

http://www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk/
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CV/GRO/BRS.4254 
 
7 August 2019  
 
Brian David Rees 
Cilddewi Farm 
Llannon 
Llanelli 
Dyfed 

BY RECORDED DELIVERY 
 
Dear Mr Rees 
 
Penderi Solar Farm, Llangennech, SA14 8PX   
The Planning (Wales) Act 2015 
The Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 
Publicity and Consultation before applying for Planning Permission 
Public Consultation closing on Friday 27 September 2019 
 
Pegasus Group are working as planning consultants for Voltalia UK Ltd (‘the Applicant’) 
who intend to submit a Development of National Significance (“DNS”) application for the 
construction, operation, management and decommissioning of a renewable energy scheme 
on land at Penderi, Blaenhiraeth Farm, Llangennech, Llanelli, SA14 8PX. 
 
By virtue of its potential renewable energy generating capacity, this project constitutes a 
DNS for Wales.  The consenting regime for DNS was introduced by The Planning (Wales) 
Act 2015. The Act requires the Welsh Minister to determine DNS projects, with applications 
being made directly to them.  The process for applying for DNS is set out by the 
Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 and subsequent 
Regulations. 
 
Under the Order we have a duty to publicise and consult with local community, statutory 
consultees and owners or occupiers of land adjoining the site.  The consultation period 
must run for a minimum of six weeks prior to the submission of the application. 
 
We understand that you are the owner or occupier of land adjoining the development site 
and we therefore consider you an important stakeholder within the local community. We 
are keen to receive any comments you might wish to make on the proposed development. 
Your feedback will be considered before the Applicant finalises its DNS application. 
  
Development Proposal 
 
The main elements of the development will be the installation of a ground mounted solar 
farm with a maximum design capacity of 38MWp (megawatts peak).  There will also be 
electrical connection infrastructure with a point of connection into the local electricity grid 
directly via the 132kV overhead pylons which traverse the site. 
 
An operational lifespan of 35 years will be sought.  A single substation compound will serve 
the whole development and this will be required for the duration of the development.  The 
application proposal would also include a package of landscape, ecological and biodiversity 
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benefits.  Listed Building Consent will be sought for the laying of cables through the 
concrete overlay on Cilddewi Bridge. 
 
In accordance with Article 8(1)(a)(ii) of the Order, also enclosed with this letter is a copy 
of the Notice.  The notice contains a description of the proposed development and gives 
details of where the consultation documents can be viewed.  It has also been publicised in 
local newspapers. 
 
You may inspect copies of the proposed application; the plans; and other supporting 
documents online at www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk  
 
How to Respond and /or ask questions 
 
The consultation period runs until Friday 27 September 2019.  If you wish to respond to 
our consultation, please include your name and an address in your response.  
 
Any comments over this document must be submitted to Pegasus Group by: 
 
Email:  Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk  
 
Postal: Pegasus Group, First Floor, South Wing, Equinox North, Great Park Road, 

Bristol, BS32 4QL  
 
Online: www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk 
 
Phone:  01454 625945  
 
If you have any questions regarding the process or the content of this consultation, please 
do not hesitate to get in touch.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Gareth Roberts 
Associate 
e-mail: gareth.roberts@pegasusgroup.co.uk 
 
encs  
 

i. Site Location Plan; and  
ii. A paper copy of a Notice.

http://www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk/
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CV/GRO/BRS.4254 
 
7 August 2019  
 
Brian Hugh Bevan and June Berice Bevan 
Cware Farm 
Felinfoel 
Llanelli 
Carmathenshire 

BY RECORDED DELIVERY 
 
Dear Mr & Mrs Bevan  
 
Penderi Solar Farm, Llangennech, SA14 8PX   
The Planning (Wales) Act 2015 
The Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 
Publicity and Consultation before applying for Planning Permission 
Public Consultation closing on Friday 27 September 2019 
 
Pegasus Group are working as planning consultants for Voltalia UK Ltd (‘the Applicant’) 
who intend to submit a Development of National Significance (“DNS”) application for the 
construction, operation, management and decommissioning of a renewable energy scheme 
on land at Penderi, Blaenhiraeth Farm, Llangennech, Llanelli, SA14 8PX. 
 
By virtue of its potential renewable energy generating capacity, this project constitutes a 
DNS for Wales.  The consenting regime for DNS was introduced by The Planning (Wales) 
Act 2015. The Act requires the Welsh Minister to determine DNS projects, with applications 
being made directly to them.  The process for applying for DNS is set out by the 
Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 and subsequent 
Regulations. 
 
Under the Order we have a duty to publicise and consult with local community, statutory 
consultees and owners or occupiers of land adjoining the site.  The consultation period 
must run for a minimum of six weeks prior to the submission of the application. 
 
We understand that you are the owner or occupier of land adjoining the development site 
and we therefore consider you an important stakeholder within the local community. We 
are keen to receive any comments you might wish to make on the proposed development. 
Your feedback will be considered before the Applicant finalises its DNS application. 
  
Development Proposal 
 
The main elements of the development will be the installation of a ground mounted solar 
farm with a maximum design capacity of 38MWp (megawatts peak).  There will also be 
electrical connection infrastructure with a point of connection into the local electricity grid 
directly via the 132kV overhead pylons which traverse the site. 
 
An operational lifespan of 35 years will be sought.  A single substation compound will serve 
the whole development and this will be required for the duration of the development.  The 
application proposal would also include a package of landscape, ecological and biodiversity 
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benefits.  Listed Building Consent will be sought for the laying of cables through the 
concrete overlay on Cilddewi Bridge. 
 
In accordance with Article 8(1)(a)(ii) of the Order, also enclosed with this letter is a copy 
of the Notice.  The notice contains a description of the proposed development and gives 
details of where the consultation documents can be viewed.  It has also been publicised in 
local newspapers. 
 
You may inspect copies of the proposed application; the plans; and other supporting 
documents online at www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk  
 
How to Respond and /or ask questions 
 
The consultation period runs until Friday 27 September 2019.  If you wish to respond to 
our consultation, please include your name and an address in your response.  
 
Any comments over this document must be submitted to Pegasus Group by: 
 
Email:  Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk  
 
Postal: Pegasus Group, First Floor, South Wing, Equinox North, Great Park Road, 

Bristol, BS32 4QL  
 
Online: www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk 
 
Phone:  01454 625945  
 
If you have any questions regarding the process or the content of this consultation, please 
do not hesitate to get in touch.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Gareth Roberts 
Associate 
e-mail: gareth.roberts@pegasusgroup.co.uk 
 
encs  
 

i. Site Location Plan; and  
ii. A paper copy of a Notice.
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CV/GRO/BRS.4254 
 
7 August 2019  
 
Christopher Mark Jones and Delyth Wyn Jones 
The Lodge 
Tyr-Lan Farm 
Llwyn-Teg 
Llannon 
Llanelli SA14 8JL 

BY RECORDED DELIVERY 
 
Dear Mr & Mrs Jones  
 
Penderi Solar Farm, Llangennech, SA14 8PX   
The Planning (Wales) Act 2015 
The Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 
Publicity and Consultation before applying for Planning Permission 
Public Consultation closing on Friday 27 September 2019 
 
Pegasus Group are working as planning consultants for Voltalia UK Ltd (‘the Applicant’) 
who intend to submit a Development of National Significance (“DNS”) application for the 
construction, operation, management and decommissioning of a renewable energy scheme 
on land at Penderi, Blaenhiraeth Farm, Llangennech, Llanelli, SA14 8PX. 
 
By virtue of its potential renewable energy generating capacity, this project constitutes a 
DNS for Wales.  The consenting regime for DNS was introduced by The Planning (Wales) 
Act 2015. The Act requires the Welsh Minister to determine DNS projects, with applications 
being made directly to them.  The process for applying for DNS is set out by the 
Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 and subsequent 
Regulations. 
 
Under the Order we have a duty to publicise and consult with local community, statutory 
consultees and owners or occupiers of land adjoining the site.  The consultation period 
must run for a minimum of six weeks prior to the submission of the application. 
 
We understand that you are the owner or occupier of land adjoining the development site 
and we therefore consider you an important stakeholder within the local community. We 
are keen to receive any comments you might wish to make on the proposed development. 
Your feedback will be considered before the Applicant finalises its DNS application. 
  
Development Proposal 
 
The main elements of the development will be the installation of a ground mounted solar 
farm with a maximum design capacity of 38MWp (megawatts peak).  There will also be 
electrical connection infrastructure with a point of connection into the local electricity grid 
directly via the 132kV overhead pylons which traverse the site. 
 
An operational lifespan of 35 years will be sought.  A single substation compound will serve 
the whole development and this will be required for the duration of the development.  The 
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application proposal would also include a package of landscape, ecological and biodiversity 
benefits.  Listed Building Consent will be sought for the laying of cables through the 
concrete overlay on Cilddewi Bridge. 
 
In accordance with Article 8(1)(a)(ii) of the Order, also enclosed with this letter is a copy 
of the Notice.  The notice contains a description of the proposed development and gives 
details of where the consultation documents can be viewed.  It has also been publicised in 
local newspapers. 
 
You may inspect copies of the proposed application; the plans; and other supporting 
documents online at www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk  
 
How to Respond and /or ask questions 
 
The consultation period runs until Friday 27 September 2019.  If you wish to respond to 
our consultation, please include your name and an address in your response.  
 
Any comments over this document must be submitted to Pegasus Group by: 
 
Email:  Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk  
 
Postal: Pegasus Group, First Floor, South Wing, Equinox North, Great Park Road, 

Bristol, BS32 4QL  
 
Online: www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk 
 
Phone:  01454 625945  
 
If you have any questions regarding the process or the content of this consultation, please 
do not hesitate to get in touch.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Gareth Roberts 
Associate 
e-mail: gareth.roberts@pegasusgroup.co.uk 
 
encs  
 

i. Site Location Plan; and  
ii. A paper copy of a Notice.
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CV/GRO/BRS.4254 
 
7 August 2019  
 
David Andrew Francis and Michelle Julie Evans 
Keepers Lodge 
Llangennech 
Llanelli 
SA14 8PX 

BY RECORDED DELIVERY 
 
Dear Mr & Mrs Francis  
 
Penderi Solar Farm, Llangennech, SA14 8PX   
The Planning (Wales) Act 2015 
The Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 
Publicity and Consultation before applying for Planning Permission 
Public Consultation closing on Friday 27 September 2019 
 
Pegasus Group are working as planning consultants for Voltalia UK Ltd (‘the Applicant’) 
who intend to submit a Development of National Significance (“DNS”) application for the 
construction, operation, management and decommissioning of a renewable energy scheme 
on land at Penderi, Blaenhiraeth Farm, Llangennech, Llanelli, SA14 8PX. 
 
By virtue of its potential renewable energy generating capacity, this project constitutes a 
DNS for Wales.  The consenting regime for DNS was introduced by The Planning (Wales) 
Act 2015. The Act requires the Welsh Minister to determine DNS projects, with applications 
being made directly to them.  The process for applying for DNS is set out by the 
Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 and subsequent 
Regulations. 
 
Under the Order we have a duty to publicise and consult with local community, statutory 
consultees and owners or occupiers of land adjoining the site.  The consultation period 
must run for a minimum of six weeks prior to the submission of the application. 
 
We understand that you are the owner or occupier of land adjoining the development site 
and we therefore consider you an important stakeholder within the local community. We 
are keen to receive any comments you might wish to make on the proposed development. 
Your feedback will be considered before the Applicant finalises its DNS application. 
  
Development Proposal 
 
The main elements of the development will be the installation of a ground mounted solar 
farm with a maximum design capacity of 38MWp (megawatts peak).  There will also be 
electrical connection infrastructure with a point of connection into the local electricity grid 
directly via the 132kV overhead pylons which traverse the site. 
 
An operational lifespan of 35 years will be sought.  A single substation compound will serve 
the whole development and this will be required for the duration of the development.  The 
application proposal would also include a package of landscape, ecological and biodiversity 
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benefits.  Listed Building Consent will be sought for the laying of cables through the 
concrete overlay on Cilddewi Bridge. 
 
In accordance with Article 8(1)(a)(ii) of the Order, also enclosed with this letter is a copy 
of the Notice.  The notice contains a description of the proposed development and gives 
details of where the consultation documents can be viewed.  It has also been publicised in 
local newspapers. 
 
You may inspect copies of the proposed application; the plans; and other supporting 
documents online at www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk  
 
How to Respond and /or ask questions 
 
The consultation period runs until Friday 27 September 2019.  If you wish to respond to 
our consultation, please include your name and an address in your response.  
 
Any comments over this document must be submitted to Pegasus Group by: 
 
Email:  Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk  
 
Postal: Pegasus Group, First Floor, South Wing, Equinox North, Great Park Road, 

Bristol, BS32 4QL  
 
Online: www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk 
 
Phone:  01454 625945  
 
If you have any questions regarding the process or the content of this consultation, please 
do not hesitate to get in touch.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Gareth Roberts 
Associate 
e-mail: gareth.roberts@pegasusgroup.co.uk 
 
encs  
 

i. Site Location Plan; and  
ii. A paper copy of a Notice.
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CV/GRO/BRS.4254 
 
7 August 2019  
 
Ian Leighton Harries 
Cware Farm 
Felinfoel 
Llanelli 
SA14 8EZ 

BY RECORDED DELIVERY 
 
Dear Mr Harries 
 
Penderi Solar Farm, Llangennech, SA14 8PX   
The Planning (Wales) Act 2015 
The Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 
Publicity and Consultation before applying for Planning Permission 
Public Consultation closing on Friday 27 September 2019 
 
Pegasus Group are working as planning consultants for Voltalia UK Ltd (‘the Applicant’) 
who intend to submit a Development of National Significance (“DNS”) application for the 
construction, operation, management and decommissioning of a renewable energy scheme 
on land at Penderi, Blaenhiraeth Farm, Llangennech, Llanelli, SA14 8PX. 
 
By virtue of its potential renewable energy generating capacity, this project constitutes a 
DNS for Wales.  The consenting regime for DNS was introduced by The Planning (Wales) 
Act 2015. The Act requires the Welsh Minister to determine DNS projects, with applications 
being made directly to them.  The process for applying for DNS is set out by the 
Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 and subsequent 
Regulations. 
 
Under the Order we have a duty to publicise and consult with local community, statutory 
consultees and owners or occupiers of land adjoining the site.  The consultation period 
must run for a minimum of six weeks prior to the submission of the application. 
 
We understand that you are the owner or occupier of land adjoining the development site 
and we therefore consider you an important stakeholder within the local community. We 
are keen to receive any comments you might wish to make on the proposed development. 
Your feedback will be considered before the Applicant finalises its DNS application. 
  
Development Proposal 
 
The main elements of the development will be the installation of a ground mounted solar 
farm with a maximum design capacity of 38MWp (megawatts peak).  There will also be 
electrical connection infrastructure with a point of connection into the local electricity grid 
directly via the 132kV overhead pylons which traverse the site. 
 
An operational lifespan of 35 years will be sought.  A single substation compound will serve 
the whole development and this will be required for the duration of the development.  The 
application proposal would also include a package of landscape, ecological and biodiversity 
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benefits.  Listed Building Consent will be sought for the laying of cables through the 
concrete overlay on Cilddewi Bridge. 
 
In accordance with Article 8(1)(a)(ii) of the Order, also enclosed with this letter is a copy 
of the Notice.  The notice contains a description of the proposed development and gives 
details of where the consultation documents can be viewed.  It has also been publicised in 
local newspapers. 
 
You may inspect copies of the proposed application; the plans; and other supporting 
documents online at www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk  
 
How to Respond and /or ask questions 
 
The consultation period runs until Friday 27 September 2019.  If you wish to respond to 
our consultation, please include your name and an address in your response.  
 
Any comments over this document must be submitted to Pegasus Group by: 
 
Email:  Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk  
 
Postal: Pegasus Group, First Floor, South Wing, Equinox North, Great Park Road, 

Bristol, BS32 4QL  
 
Online: www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk 
 
Phone:  01454 625945  
 
If you have any questions regarding the process or the content of this consultation, please 
do not hesitate to get in touch.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Gareth Roberts 
Associate 
e-mail: gareth.roberts@pegasusgroup.co.uk 
 
encs  
 

i. Site Location Plan; and  
ii. A paper copy of a Notice.
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CV/GRO/BRS.4254 
 
7 August 2019  
 
John Morgan 
Brynteg House 
Hendrescythan Road 
Crown Hill 
Llantwit Fadre 
M. Glam  

BY RECORDED DELIVERY 
 
Dear Mr Morgan 
 
Penderi Solar Farm, Llangennech, SA14 8PX   
The Planning (Wales) Act 2015 
The Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 
Publicity and Consultation before applying for Planning Permission 
Public Consultation closing on Friday 27 September 2019 
 
Pegasus Group are working as planning consultants for Voltalia UK Ltd (‘the Applicant’) 
who intend to submit a Development of National Significance (“DNS”) application for the 
construction, operation, management and decommissioning of a renewable energy scheme 
on land at Penderi, Blaenhiraeth Farm, Llangennech, Llanelli, SA14 8PX. 
 
By virtue of its potential renewable energy generating capacity, this project constitutes a 
DNS for Wales.  The consenting regime for DNS was introduced by The Planning (Wales) 
Act 2015. The Act requires the Welsh Minister to determine DNS projects, with applications 
being made directly to them.  The process for applying for DNS is set out by the 
Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 and subsequent 
Regulations. 
 
Under the Order we have a duty to publicise and consult with local community, statutory 
consultees and owners or occupiers of land adjoining the site.  The consultation period 
must run for a minimum of six weeks prior to the submission of the application. 
 
We understand that you are the owner or occupier of land adjoining the development site 
and we therefore consider you an important stakeholder within the local community. We 
are keen to receive any comments you might wish to make on the proposed development. 
Your feedback will be considered before the Applicant finalises its DNS application. 
  
Development Proposal 
 
The main elements of the development will be the installation of a ground mounted solar 
farm with a maximum design capacity of 38MWp (megawatts peak).  There will also be 
electrical connection infrastructure with a point of connection into the local electricity grid 
directly via the 132kV overhead pylons which traverse the site. 
 
An operational lifespan of 35 years will be sought.  A single substation compound will serve 
the whole development and this will be required for the duration of the development.  The 
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application proposal would also include a package of landscape, ecological and biodiversity 
benefits.  Listed Building Consent will be sought for the laying of cables through the 
concrete overlay on Cilddewi Bridge. 
 
In accordance with Article 8(1)(a)(ii) of the Order, also enclosed with this letter is a copy 
of the Notice.  The notice contains a description of the proposed development and gives 
details of where the consultation documents can be viewed.  It has also been publicised in 
local newspapers. 
 
You may inspect copies of the proposed application; the plans; and other supporting 
documents online at www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk  
 
How to Respond and /or ask questions 
 
The consultation period runs until Friday 27 September 2019.  If you wish to respond to 
our consultation, please include your name and an address in your response.  
 
Any comments over this document must be submitted to Pegasus Group by: 
 
Email:  Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk  
 
Postal: Pegasus Group, First Floor, South Wing, Equinox North, Great Park Road, 

Bristol, BS32 4QL  
 
Online: www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk 
 
Phone:  01454 625945  
 
If you have any questions regarding the process or the content of this consultation, please 
do not hesitate to get in touch.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Gareth Roberts 
Associate 
e-mail: gareth.roberts@pegasusgroup.co.uk 
 
encs  
 

i. Site Location Plan; and  
ii. A paper copy of a Notice.
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CV/GRO/BRS.4254 
 
7 August 2019  
 
William Keith Daniel and Lynne Daniel 
Llwyntew Farm 
Llannon 
Llanelli 
Dyfed 

BY RECORDED DELIVERY 
 
Dear Mr & Mrs Daniel  
 
Penderi Solar Farm, Llangennech, SA14 8PX   
The Planning (Wales) Act 2015 
The Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 
Publicity and Consultation before applying for Planning Permission 
Public Consultation closing on Friday 27 September 2019 
 
Pegasus Group are working as planning consultants for Voltalia UK Ltd (‘the Applicant’) 
who intend to submit a Development of National Significance (“DNS”) application for the 
construction, operation, management and decommissioning of a renewable energy scheme 
on land at Penderi, Blaenhiraeth Farm, Llangennech, Llanelli, SA14 8PX. 
 
By virtue of its potential renewable energy generating capacity, this project constitutes a 
DNS for Wales.  The consenting regime for DNS was introduced by The Planning (Wales) 
Act 2015. The Act requires the Welsh Minister to determine DNS projects, with applications 
being made directly to them.  The process for applying for DNS is set out by the 
Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 and subsequent 
Regulations. 
 
Under the Order we have a duty to publicise and consult with local community, statutory 
consultees and owners or occupiers of land adjoining the site.  The consultation period 
must run for a minimum of six weeks prior to the submission of the application. 
 
We understand that you are the owner or occupier of land adjoining the development site 
and we therefore consider you an important stakeholder within the local community. We 
are keen to receive any comments you might wish to make on the proposed development. 
Your feedback will be considered before the Applicant finalises its DNS application. 
  
Development Proposal 
 
The main elements of the development will be the installation of a ground mounted solar 
farm with a maximum design capacity of 38MWp (megawatts peak).  There will also be 
electrical connection infrastructure with a point of connection into the local electricity grid 
directly via the 132kV overhead pylons which traverse the site. 
 
An operational lifespan of 35 years will be sought.  A single substation compound will serve 
the whole development and this will be required for the duration of the development.  The 
application proposal would also include a package of landscape, ecological and biodiversity 
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benefits.  Listed Building Consent will be sought for the laying of cables through the 
concrete overlay on Cilddewi Bridge. 
 
In accordance with Article 8(1)(a)(ii) of the Order, also enclosed with this letter is a copy 
of the Notice.  The notice contains a description of the proposed development and gives 
details of where the consultation documents can be viewed.  It has also been publicised in 
local newspapers. 
 
You may inspect copies of the proposed application; the plans; and other supporting 
documents online at www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk  
 
How to Respond and /or ask questions 
 
The consultation period runs until Friday 27 September 2019.  If you wish to respond to 
our consultation, please include your name and an address in your response.  
 
Any comments over this document must be submitted to Pegasus Group by: 
 
Email:  Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk  
 
Postal: Pegasus Group, First Floor, South Wing, Equinox North, Great Park Road, 

Bristol, BS32 4QL  
 
Online: www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk 
 
Phone:  01454 625945  
 
If you have any questions regarding the process or the content of this consultation, please 
do not hesitate to get in touch.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Gareth Roberts 
Associate 
e-mail: gareth.roberts@pegasusgroup.co.uk 
 
encs  
 

i. Site Location Plan; and  
ii. A paper copy of a Notice.

http://www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk/
mailto:Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk
http://www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk/
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CV/GRO/BRS.4254 
 
7 August 2019  
 
William Wynford Harries 
Alltyfran Fawr Farm 
Llangennech 
Llanelli 
SA14 8PQ 

BY RECORDED DELIVERY 
 
Dear Mr Harries 
 
Penderi Solar Farm, Llangennech, SA14 8PX   
The Planning (Wales) Act 2015 
The Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 
Publicity and Consultation before applying for Planning Permission 
Public Consultation closing on Friday 27 September 2019 
 
Pegasus Group are working as planning consultants for Voltalia UK Ltd (‘the Applicant’) 
who intend to submit a Development of National Significance (“DNS”) application for the 
construction, operation, management and decommissioning of a renewable energy scheme 
on land at Penderi, Blaenhiraeth Farm, Llangennech, Llanelli, SA14 8PX. 
 
By virtue of its potential renewable energy generating capacity, this project constitutes a 
DNS for Wales.  The consenting regime for DNS was introduced by The Planning (Wales) 
Act 2015. The Act requires the Welsh Minister to determine DNS projects, with applications 
being made directly to them.  The process for applying for DNS is set out by the 
Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 and subsequent 
Regulations. 
 
Under the Order we have a duty to publicise and consult with local community, statutory 
consultees and owners or occupiers of land adjoining the site.  The consultation period 
must run for a minimum of six weeks prior to the submission of the application. 
 
We understand that you are the owner or occupier of land adjoining the development site 
and we therefore consider you an important stakeholder within the local community. We 
are keen to receive any comments you might wish to make on the proposed development. 
Your feedback will be considered before the Applicant finalises its DNS application. 
  
Development Proposal 
 
The main elements of the development will be the installation of a ground mounted solar 
farm with a maximum design capacity of 38MWp (megawatts peak).  There will also be 
electrical connection infrastructure with a point of connection into the local electricity grid 
directly via the 132kV overhead pylons which traverse the site. 
 
An operational lifespan of 35 years will be sought.  A single substation compound will serve 
the whole development and this will be required for the duration of the development.  The 
application proposal would also include a package of landscape, ecological and biodiversity 
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benefits.  Listed Building Consent will be sought for the laying of cables through the 
concrete overlay on Cilddewi Bridge. 
 
In accordance with Article 8(1)(a)(ii) of the Order, also enclosed with this letter is a copy 
of the Notice.  The notice contains a description of the proposed development and gives 
details of where the consultation documents can be viewed.  It has also been publicised in 
local newspapers. 
 
You may inspect copies of the proposed application; the plans; and other supporting 
documents online at www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk  
 
How to Respond and /or ask questions 
 
The consultation period runs until Friday 27 September 2019.  If you wish to respond to 
our consultation, please include your name and an address in your response.  
 
Any comments over this document must be submitted to Pegasus Group by: 
 
Email:  Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk  
 
Postal: Pegasus Group, First Floor, South Wing, Equinox North, Great Park Road, 

Bristol, BS32 4QL  
 
Online: www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk 
 
Phone:  01454 625945  
 
If you have any questions regarding the process or the content of this consultation, please 
do not hesitate to get in touch.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Gareth Roberts 
Associate 
e-mail: gareth.roberts@pegasusgroup.co.uk 
 
encs  
 

i. Site Location Plan; and  
ii. A paper copy of a Notice.
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CV/GRO/BRS.4254 
 
7 August 2019  
 
Wendy Walters  
Chief Executive   
Carmarthenshire County Council  
County Hall 
Jail Hill 
Carmarthen 
SA31 1JP 

BY RECORDED DELIVERY 
 
Dear Wendy 
 
Penderi Solar Farm, Llangennech, SA14 8PX   
The Planning (Wales) Act 2015 
The Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 
Publicity and Consultation before applying for Planning Permission 
Public Consultation closing on Friday 27 September 2019 
 
Pegasus Group are working as planning consultants for Voltalia UK Ltd (‘the Applicant’) 
who intend to submit a Development of National Significance (“DNS”) application for the 
construction, operation, management and decommissioning of a renewable energy scheme 
on land at Penderi, Blaenhiraeth Farm, Llangennech, Llanelli, SA14 8PX. 
 
By virtue of its potential renewable energy generating capacity, this project constitutes a 
DNS for Wales.  The consenting regime for DNS was introduced by The Planning (Wales) 
Act 2015. The Act requires the Welsh Minister to determine DNS projects, with applications 
being made directly to them.  The process for applying for DNS is set out by the 
Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 and subsequent 
Regulations. 
 
Under the Order we have a duty to publicise and consult with local community, statutory 
consultees and owners or occupiers of land adjoining the site.  The consultation period 
must run for a minimum of six weeks prior to the submission of the application. 
 
We understand that you are the owner or occupier of land adjoining the development site 
and we therefore consider you an important stakeholder within the local community. We 
are keen to receive any comments you might wish to make on the proposed development. 
Your feedback will be considered before the Applicant finalises its DNS application. 
  
Development Proposal 
 
The main elements of the development will be the installation of a ground mounted solar 
farm with a maximum design capacity of 38MWp (megawatts peak).  There will also be 
electrical connection infrastructure with a point of connection into the local electricity grid 
directly via the 132kV overhead pylons which traverse the site. 
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An operational lifespan of 35 years will be sought.  A single substation compound will serve 
the whole development and this will be required for the duration of the development.  The 
application proposal would also include a package of landscape, ecological and biodiversity 
benefits.  Listed Building Consent will be sought for the laying of cables through the 
concrete overlay on Cilddewi Bridge. 
 
In accordance with Article 8(1)(a)(ii) of the Order, also enclosed with this letter is a copy 
of the Notice.  The notice contains a description of the proposed development and gives 
details of where the consultation documents can be viewed.  It has also been publicised in 
local newspapers. 
 
You may inspect copies of the proposed application; the plans; and other supporting 
documents online at www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk  
 
How to Respond and /or ask questions 
 
The consultation period runs until Friday 27 September 2019.  If you wish to respond to 
our consultation, please include your name and an address in your response.  
 
Any comments over this document must be submitted to Pegasus Group by: 
 
Email:  Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk  
 
Postal: Pegasus Group, First Floor, South Wing, Equinox North, Great Park Road, 

Bristol, BS32 4QL  
 
Online: www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk 
 
Phone:  01454 625945  
 
If you have any questions regarding the process or the content of this consultation, please 
do not hesitate to get in touch.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Gareth Roberts 
Associate 
e-mail: gareth.roberts@pegasusgroup.co.uk 
 
encs  
 

i. Site Location Plan; and  
ii. A paper copy of a Notice. 

http://www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk/
mailto:Penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk
http://www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk/
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STATUTORY EXHIBITION BOARDS  
  



Founded in 2005, Voltalia is a power producer and service provider in 
renewable electricity production from solar, wind, hydro and biomass 
energies. As an integrated company, Voltalia has developed a strong 
expertise throughout the value chain of a renewable project: project 
development, project financing, EPC and operation & maintenance. 

Voltalia is responsible for the installation of over 22 solar parks in the UK 
with a total capacity of over 196 MW.

We are seeking your views on the Penderi Solar Farm proposal. 
Community consultation is an opportunity for you to have your say and make 
suggestions for changes to the scheme. This consultation follows preliminary 

consultation undertaken since the project’s inception in 2014.

www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk

ABOUT VOLTALIA

PROPOSED CONSULTATION



Voltalia UK Ltd is proposing a renewable energy scheme on land at 
Blaenhiraeth Farm, approximately 4 miles north of Llanelli. Penderi Solar Farm 

would generate renewable power through ground mounted photovoltaic 
panels, providing clean and low carbon power channelled directly into the 

local electricity distribution network.
By virtue of its potential renewable energy generating capacity, this project 

constitutes a Development of National Significance [DNS] for Wales. The 
consenting regime for DNS was introduced by The Planning (Wales) Act 

2015. The Act requires the Welsh Minister to determine DNS projects, with 
applications being made directly to them.

www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk

INTRODUCING PENDERI SOLAR FARM



The process for applying for a Development of National Significance is set out 
by the Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 

and subsequent Regulations. The DNS application process is managed by 
Planning Inspectorate Wales on behalf of the Welsh Government.
Below is a summary of how the DNS application process works:

INFORMAL PRE-APPLICATION
We have already discussed the proposal with public and statutory consultees 

through extensive informal consultation. We also carried out public exhibitions 
over the preliminary designs back in 2015.

NOTIFICATION STAGE
We notified the Planning Inspectorate of our intention to submit a planning 

application in June 2019. We now have 12 months to carry out formal 
consultation and submit the planning application.

FORMAL PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATION STAGE
Our formal consultation runs from July to September 2019. We notify and 

consult the public, statutory consultees and those with a land interest within 
and adjoining the development site.

SUBMISSION
We will review the feedback received during consultation and finalise the 

proposals taking the feedback into account. A DNS application will then be 
submitted to the Planning Inspectorate, who will appoint an Inspector for the 

application. The determination period is 36 weeks from the date of acceptance 
of the application.

DECISION
Upon receipt of the Inspector’s report the Minister has 12 weeks to make a 

final decision.

CONSULTATION AND EXAMINATION
Following acceptance, the Planning Inspectorate will publicise the application 
and undertake consultation for 5 weeks. The Inspectorate will then appoint an 

Inspector to ‘examine’ the application, including all representations.
The Inspector decides whether a hearing, inquiry or additional written 

representations are needed. At the end of the examination, the Inspector 
writes a report to the Welsh Minister.

www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk

DEVELOPMENT OF 
NATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE



www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk

Power 
approximately 
10,000 homesSaving around 

525,000 tonnes of 
CO2 over 35 years

Investment of 
around £30 million to 
develop the scheme

Construction phase 
would contribute 

around £3.5 million 
in gross value added 

to the economy

Operational phase 
would contribute 

around £170,000 in 
gross value added to the 

economy per annum

Areas managed to 
promote ground 

nesting birds 
such as Skylarks

Ecological surveys have been 
carried out in and around 
the site including arable 

plants, water vole, wintering 
birds, breeding birds and 

doormouse nut search

Listed Building 
Consent sought 
for the laying of 
cables through 

concrete overlay 
of bridge

Gappy hedgerows 
to be infilled 

with native new 
hedgerow

PROPOSED SITE LAYOUT 
AND KEY BENEFITS



Site B

Site A

Site C

Site C

Site BSite C (Not Visible)

Site A

Bridleway near Pencwm fawr, Llannon

Unclassified lane near Cil-Ddew-uchaf

Public footpath at Blaenhiraeth Farm

www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk

SITE VIEWPOINTS



Site B

Site B

A476 Llannon Road between Clochyrie Farm and Gelliwernen Farm (South Direction)

A476 Llannon Road between Clochyrie Farm and Gelliwernen Farm (North East Direction)

www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk

SITE VIEWPOINTS
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STATUTORY FEEDBACK FORM  
  



BETH YW EICH ARGRAFF O’R CYNLLUN?

ENW:

Ewch i’n gwefan am fwy o wybodaeth:

www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk

YDYCH CHI’N CEFNOGI 
Y CYNLLUN? DIM BARNNAC YDWYDW

Nawr rydych chi wedi cael cyfle i edrych o gwmpas ein arddangosfa 
gyhoeddus, byddem yn ddiolchgar iawn pe gallech edrych a llenwi’r 
ffurflen adborth hon - rydym yn gwerthfawrogi eich barn.

PENDERI SOLAR FARM

Dim ond mewn cysylltiad â’r cynnig datblygu hwn y caiff unrhyw wybodaeth a ddarperir ei defnyddio ac ni chaiff ei datgelu 
gydag unrhyw drydydd parti



WHAT IS YOUR OVERALL IMPRESSION OF THE PROPOSAL?

NAME:

Please visit our website for more information:

www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk

DO YOU SUPPORT THIS 
PROPOSAL? UNDECIDEDNOYES

Now you’ve had a chance to look around our consultation event, we’d be very 
grateful if you could take a few moments to complete this feedback form – 
we value your opinion.

PENDERI SOLAR FARM

Any information provided will only be used in connection with this development proposal and will not be disclosed with any third parties
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16 September, 2019 
 
 

LLANELLI RURAL COUNCIL 
 
 

Minute Nos:  166 - 174 
 

 
At a Meeting of the PLANNING AND LIAISON COMMITTEE of the Llanelli Rural Council 
held at the Council Chamber, Vauxhall Buildings, Vauxhall, Llanelli, on Monday, 16 
September, 2019, at 4.45 p.m. 
 
  
Present: Cllrs. 

 
 S. M. Caiach    J. P. Hart 

                                                 M. V. Davies               A. G. Morgan 
                                                 S. M. Donoghue          W. V. Thomas 
                                                
 
166.  APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN PRO-TEMPORE 
 
RESOLVED that Cllr. S. M. Donoghue be appointed Chairman pro-tempore. 
 
 
167.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. F. Akhtar, S. L. Davies, T. Devichand (Cllr. W. 
V. Thomas deputising), T. M. Donoghue (Cllr. S. M. Donoghue deputising), H. J. Evans, T. J. 
Jones (Cllr. A. G. Morgan deputising),  R. L. Najmi (Cllr. J. P. Hart deputising), J. S. Randall 
and A. J. Rogers. 
 
 
168.  MEMBERS’ DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
No declarations of interest were made. 
 
 
169.  PENDERI SOLAR FARM, LLANGENNECH PROJECT 
 
The Chairman welcomed Mr Simon Holt, UK Country Manager, Voltalia Ltd to the meeting and 
invited him to update Members regarding the Penderi Solar Farm Project.  The project had been 
four years in the offing which took in the shaping and design of the site, birdlife and feasibility 
of the site and the Developments of National Significance (DNS) process.  It was ultimately up 
to the Welsh Government and the Planning Inspectorate to decide the outcome of the 
development proposal but this was the formal pre-application stage of the DNS process. 
 
Members were informed consultation events had already taken place encouraging local people to 
ask questions about the project and which also encouraged feedback to the company’s 
nominated planning agents; namely the Pegasus Group.  Mr Holt stated the name of the project 
would change as there was another property locally known as Penderi Farm. 
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Members were taken through the development proposal during which Mr Holt responded to a 
number of questions. 
 
Mr Holt stated the next stage of the process was the formal submission of the application and all 
reports including the draft Environmental Statements were available on line.  It would take 
thirty-six weeks for Welsh Ministers to determine the proposal once the formal application had 
been submitted.   
 
In response to a question about local community benefits to be derived from the scheme, Mr 
Holt explained this was a subsidy free project and caution had to be exercised in promising 
anything to the community as budgets were tight.  However, the applicants wanted to be good 
neighbours to the community and could possibly work to install solar panels on the roofs of local 
community halls and were open to discuss as to what else could be done for the community.  He 
went on to add there was a growth in the renewables market and the project was worth 
£80,000.000 to Voltalia (which is a French based multi-faceted organisation).  There was no 
funding expected from the Welsh Government. 
 
The site had a life-span of 35 years and there was a commitment to return the area to the natural 
landscape and to completely restore the site after that time. 
 
Members were keen to learn about the economic benefit to the area and Mr Holt responded that 
jobs would come with the construction of the site and the monitoring of the ecology.  
Furthermore, when the project was up and running there would be one full time post as 
caretaker. 
 
Mr Holt reassured Members there was no solar glare from the site and modern solar panels had 
dimpled surfaces to absorb rather than reflect the sun’s rays.  Glare had not been an issue in any 
of the other projects commissioned by Voltalia Ltd. 
 
The impact on the flora and fauna was a concern especially as there was little economic return 
on the project locally with the energy produced being fed into the National Grid.  Members felt 
there was no direct trade off to justify contemplating developing the site given the site benefitted 
from prime agricultural land.  Furthermore it was felt pasture would decay beneath the panels 
and a potent greenhouse gas would be generated and members enquired why a brownfield site 
couldn’t be considered instead. 
 
Mr Holt explained that the Penderi Project ticked the boxes for access to the National Grid 
availability and addressed environmental concerns.  
 
Attention then turned to site access from Llannon Road – deliveries would be made via Llannon 
Road with smaller vehicles using the Northern point of the site. 
 
The Chairman then asked if the observers attending the meeting wished to ask any questions. 
 
One member of the local community said that the farmer who owned the land did not live there 
any longer.  He went on to state that his house looked out onto green fields but he would see 
nothing but glass if the project was to go ahead.  He was concerned that the land was good land 
for dairy farming and that it should not be regarded as low grade land.  He felt that opencast sites 
had been overlooked and could not understand why the development proposal was earmarked 
for this site which benefitted from prime agricultural land.   
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In concluding his presentation Mr Holt stated there was a further consultation meeting organised 
for later in September at Llangennech Community Hall and he would let the Council know the 
date and time and that all documentation could be found on the website 
www.penderisolarfarm.co.uk. 
 
Mr Holt then withdrew from the meeting. 
 
Following general discussion about the next steps it was 
 
RESOLVED as follows:- 
 
1. In preparation of the formal submission stage of the DNS process, the views of 
Carmarthenshire County Council’s planning authority be obtained given the authority will 
probably respond as a statutory consultee in view of the application being determined at national 
level by the Planning Inspectorate. 
 
2.  Llannon and Llangennech Community Councils had an interest in the application given the 
site overlapped into both councils’ administrative areas, therefore enquiries be made with the 
clerks of the councils to ascertain whether it is mutually worthwhile to consider holding a joint 
meeting with a view to drafting a collective response at the formal application stage of the DNS 
process; and in the meantime 
 
3.  Members initial views about the development proposal be forwarded to the planning 
consultants, Pegasus Group who were acting on behalf of the applicant Votalia UK Ltd setting 
out the following points and observations: 
 

“As things currently stand the council is pre-disposed to object to the application at the 
formal submission stage of the DNS process. The main issues hinge around: 
 
The perceived environmental impact the proposal will have on the local countryside and the 
negative affect on biodiversity. 
 
The land the site occupies is deemed to be good quality arable land and as demonstrated by 
the fields historical use – the farm was a dairy farm. 
 
There are concerns over the scale and footprint of the proposal occupying a large area of 
land and the visual impact this will have not only for local residents but also the local 
community and road users travelling along the main highway, Llannon Road. The proposal 
will have a detrimental impact on aesthetics and the natural beauty of the open countryside. 
 
Highway access is a concern and the number of perceived daily traffic movements along the 
access route to service the construction of the solar farm and ongoing upkeep and 
maintenance of the site thereafter is considered to be detrimental to highway safety. The local 
road infrastructure is substandard to support this major development proposal. 
 
Despite assurances provided by Mr Holt that there will be no solar glare and reflection 
generated from the panels this is still a concern for the council given the scale and number of 
panels proposed for the site especially given the site topography and the fact that the panels 
will be located near the top of hillsides in some instances. The land undulates considerably in 
various locations across the site and the council is of the view that the panels cannot be 
hidden from public view. 
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The council is not convinced about the scheme returning any substantial local community 
benefit by locating the proposal in this unspoilt part of Carmarthenshire. Moreover, the 
power generated from the site will be fed into the National Grid with no direct benefit for 
nearby villages, particularly Llangennech, Llannon, the Swiss Valley community of Llanelli 
Rural and Llanelli Town and district. These areas will not be able to take advantage of the 
clean energy generated by the site. 
 
In terms of site construction it was revealed during Mr Holt’s presentation that during this 
phase there will be a fair degree of piling to be performed which is a noisy operation.  This 
will have a detrimental impact on the general amenity of the surrounding area and will be 
unbearable for local neighbours living in close proximity to the site for them to endure. 
 
While the council is a firm supporter of green energy projects it feels in this instance that 
other brownfield sites should be considered for this facility especially given the lack of direct 
community benefit. 
 
As the application is now categorised as a DNS proposal, the council understands that the 
local planning authority will not be determining the application and instead this will now be 
decided by The Planning Inspectorate on behalf of Welsh Government Ministers. The council 
positively assumes, that its initial pre-application observations will be fully and accurately 
reported and communicated to The Planning Inspectorate when the Pegasus Group is in a 
position to submit its Pre- Application Consultation (PAC) report to Welsh Government? To 
this end and given this is the first DNS application the council has encountered, the council is 
unclear about the right to be formally consulted at the formal submission stage and whether a 
specific request needs to submitted by the council to The Planning Inspectorate in the first 
instance or whether the council will be automatically consulted by them in any event as a 
local stakeholder consultee. Given the element of doubt the council asks that its request to be 
consulted is highlighted in the PAC report. 
 
On a general point concerning the information bundle supporting the pre-application. The 
council understands the requirement to produce detailed supporting assessments and reports 
but by design these documents are not an easy read especially for members of the public to 
digest quickly in order to be well placed to dissect key issues and findings, notwithstanding 
the non-technical summary. This by its very nature will put many local people off from 
actively participating in the consultation both now and more than likely at the formal 
submission stage. However, this is not intended as a criticism it’s an observation to see 
whether brevity can be improved further still to encourage a wider range of consultation 
responses.” 

 
 
170.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
  TOWN AND COUNTRY GENERAL 
  DEVELOPMENT PROCEDURE ORDER 1995 
 
Consideration having been given to planning applications received, it was 
 
RESOLVED as follows:- 
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Application No. 
 

 
Location 

 
Development 

 
S/39344 

 
Ms. B. Morgan 
154A Sandy Road 
Llanelli 

 
Change of use from laundrette to café. 

 
Recommendation – objection.  The council was of the view that the change of use was 
inappropriate in this particular location.  The main issues being: 
1. The increased traffic volume along one of the busiest highways in Carmarthenshire. 
2. There were concerns over the number of vehicles accessing and egressing the premises and 

the detrimental impact this would have on highway safety. 
3. The proposed development would have a detrimental impact on the residential amenity and 

living conditions particularly at the adjoining dwelling. 
 
S/39345 Mr L. Cavender 

4 Isfryn 
Pwll Road 
Pwll 
 

Single storey side and rear extension.  
Internal alterations and external decking. 

Recommendation – no objection provided there was no detrimental impact on the amenity and 
privacy of neighbouring dwellings and the drainage from the additional development did not 
increase the hydraulic load on the public sewer. 
 
S/39350 
 

 
Mr & Mrs Thomas 
9 Morawel 
Cefncaeau 
Llanelli 
 

 
Proposed rear extension to include a 
disabled accessible wet room and lobby 
area. 
 

Recommendation – no objection provided there was no detrimental impact on the amenity and 
privacy of neighbouring dwellings. 
   
S/39351 Mr J. Adams 

120 Heol Pennant 
Llanelli 
 

Demolition of existing garage and 
construction of single storey side/rear 
extension and associated fenestration. 

Recommendation – objection.  While the council supported in principle the property being 
extended it was of the opinion that any extension ought to be subordinate to the scale of the 
original dwelling.  From an examination of the plans the length of the proposed extension 
appeared to be longer than the original bungalow.  In the council’s opinion this would have a 
detrimental impact on the character of the property and surrounding neighbourhood.   
   
S/39357 
 

Mr C. Morris 
Swiss Valley CP 
School 
Heol Beili Glas 
Llanelli 
 

Installation of two no steel framed 
canopies with pet sheet roof for provision 
of external play area. 

Recommendation – no objection. 
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Application No. 
 

 
Location 

 
Development 

   
S/39358 Freshstart Care Ltd 

2 Erw Las 
Llwynhendy 
 

Change of use of the property from a 
Class C3 residential dwelling to a Class 
C2 Children’s Residential Home. 

Recommendation – objection.  The council was of the view the proposed change of use was 
inappropriate in this particular location. 
The main issues being: 
1. There were concerns over the number of vehicles accessing or egressing the premises and the 

potential detrimental impact on highway safety. 
2. Parking provision at the property was insufficient to accommodate the proposed change of use 

to facilitate the number of staff and visitors attending the property.   
3. The proposed change of use did not complement the use of the adjoining residential dwelling.  

The change of use was therefore incompatible and would have a detrimental impact on the 
residential amenity of this property and other neighbouring dwellings in that it would 
adversely affect the living conditions of the adjoining property as well as the general 
enjoyment of the dwelling. 

4. The council welcomed the opportunity of restating its views and objections at a site visit if   
     one was likely to be arranged prior to the planning authority determining the application. 
   
S/39377 Mr K. Strelley 

Gateway Holiday Park 
Dyffryn Road 
Bynea  
 

Single storey extension 21.6 x 6.7m wide 
with changing facilities.  Single storey 
building 7.1 x 4.1m as a plant room for 
pool equipment.  Promenade around pool.  
Hit and miss timber fencing 2.1m high. 
 

Recommendation – no objection provided the applicant complied with the recommendations set 
out in the Coal Mining Report accompanying the planning application. 
 
S/39379 Mr & Mrs C. Walters 

35 Millfield Road 
Llanelli 
 

Proposed first floor side extension over 
existing garage. 

Recommendation – no objection provided there was no detrimental impact on the amenity and 
privacy of neighbouring dwellings. 
   
S/39383 Mr G. Hughes 

52 Swiss Valley 
Llanelli 

Proposed rear single storey family room 
extension and utility room/wc extension. 

 
Recommendation – no objection. 
 
S/39386 Mrs C. Oliver 

83 Maes yr Haf 
Pwll 
 

Proposed raised walkway between 
existing raised parking area and principal 
elevation of the dwelling-house. 

Recommendation – no objection. 
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Application No. 
 

 
Location 

 
Development 

   
S/39396 Mr P. Davies 

Land adjacent to 
47 Parc Gitto 
Llanelli 
 

Proposed outline application for a single 
detached dwelling. 

Recommendation – no objection provided there was no detrimental impact on highway safety 
with the increased traffic movements along the access lane to the minor road. 
   
S/39420 Llanelli Rural Council 

Dafen Park 
Maescanner Road 
Llanelli 
 

Replacement of existing artificial sports 
pitch surface, upgrading existing retaining 
walls, replacement of existing boundary 
fencing, new access ramp, new 
floodlighting and relocation of existing 
play equipment. 

 
Recommendation – the submission of the planning application was noted for information. 
 
 

  

171. PLANNING APPLICATIONS DETERMINED UNDER THE CLERK’S 
DELEGATED POWERS. 

 
Members were informed that the Clerk had dealt with the following planning applications under 
the scheme of delegated powers. 
 

 
Application No. 

 

 
Location 

 
Development 

 
S/39314 
 

 
Llanelli Wanderers 
RFC 
Stradey Park Avenue 
Llanelli 
 

 
Side extension to club house for house 
lift. 
 

Recommendation – the Council had no objection to the proposed development. 
 
S/39315 
 

Mrs A. M. White 
26 Denham Avenue 
Llanelli 
 

(A) Proposed two storey side extension; 
(B) Demolition of existing sub-standard 
garage; (C) Erection of new garage at rear 
of property (Note – application for new 
dropped kerb from Iscoed to be submitted 
if new garage was approved, garage 
required to eliminate on-street parking to 
Denham Avenue) 
 

Recommendation – the Council had no objection to the proposed development. 
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Application No. 

 

 
Location 

 
Development 

   
S/39330 Mr C. Davies 

52D Tanygraig Road 
Bynea 
 

Domestic garage. 

Recommendation – the Council had no objection to the proposed development. 
 

S/39343 Mr & Mrs Williams 
Land at 6-8 
Pendderi Road 
Bynea 
 

Demolition of existing semi-detached 
properties to accommodate the 
construction of a single dwelling with 
attached three car garage and associated 
infrastructure and external works. 
 

Recommendation – the Council had no objection to the proposed development. 
 
 
  172. STATUTORY PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATION – PA/16882 – 37 

OAKLANDS, LLANELLI 
 

Members received correspondence from the Environment Department, Carmarthenshire County 
Council in respect of a statutory pre-application consultation for the removal of existing roof 
structure and replacing with proprietary manufactured attic to provide two bedrooms, bathroom 
and en-suite to the first floor.  Existing garage, utility room and shed to be demolished and 
replaced with a new ground floor extension to provide new kitchen/dining room and utility 
room.  Existing side entrance porch to be demolished and replaced with new entrance porch. 
 
RESOLVED that the Council was pre-disposed to object to the development based on the 
current set of proposals should a formal planning application be submitted because of the 
incongruous nature of the development and given the Oaklands estate was dominated by 
traditional bungalows. 

 
 

173. STREET NAMING AND NUMBERING – DEVELOPMENT AT LAND 
ADJACENT TO DYLAN, LLANELLI 

 
Members received correspondence from Carmarthenshire County Council in respect of the 
naming and numbering of the development at land adjacent to Dylan, Llanelli, to be known as 
either Heol Cae Clyd or Clos Wern Las. 
 
Following discussion it was 
 
RESOLVED that the Council’s preference for naming the site was Clos Wern Las. 
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174. REVOCATION OF PROBIBITION OF WAITING AT ANY TIME 
 
Correspondence was received from the Environment Department, Carmarthenshire County 
Council in regard to the possible revocation of prohibition of waiting at any time, Cwmfelin 
Road, Bynea.  The effect of the proposal was to reduce the existing prohibition of waiting by 5 
metres.   
 
REVOLVED that the Council objects to the revocation because it is likely to result in vehicles 
parking closer to the entrance of the Old People’s Home and it is felt that access/egress to the 
property will be hampered because of the perceived encroachment.  This is considered to have a 
detrimental impact on the visibility along Cwmfelin Road and so cannot be supported in the 
interests of highway safety. 
 
………………………………………. 
 
The Meeting concluded at 6.05 p.m.  
 
………………………………………. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The afore-mentioned Minutes were declared to be a true record of the proceedings and signed by 
the Chairman presiding thereat and were, on 8 October, 2019, adopted by the Council. 
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GRO/BRS.4254 
 
30 January 2020 
 
Philip Thompson 
Team Leader – Major Casework and Chart 
The Planning Inspectorate 
Crown Building, 
Cathays Park  
Cardiff,  
CF10 3NQ 
 
 
 
 
Dear Mr Thompson 
 
Declaration of compliance with Article 8(1)(a)(i) and Article 8(1)(b) of the 
Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016. 
 
On behalf of the Voltalia UK Ltd (as applicant and developer) I hereby provide formal 
declaration that all owners of adjoining land to the application  site have been notified of 
the proposed development.  This confirms compliance with Article 8(1)(b) of the 
Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 (“the Order 2016”).  
I also provide formal declaration that site notices were displayed around the site to which 
the proposed application relates for a period in excess of 42 days.   This confirms 
compliance with Article 8(1)(a)(i) of the Order 2016.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Gareth Roberts 
Associate 
e-mail: gareth.roberts@pegasusgroup.co.uk 
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Name of consultee / address / email  Full comments  
Dr David & Sarah Williams 
Waunadlais 
Medelfyw Road 
Felinfoel 
Carmarthenshire 
SA14 8NX 
01554 754725 
sarah.tombs@hotmail.co.uk  
 

We attended the public drop-in session held at the Best Western Hotel on 13 August, and viewed and discussed 
your proposal in depth. We are writing to you to state our opposition to the Penderi Solar Farm on the basis of the 
following points: 
• Your proposal does not state clearly the proposed size and  your drop in public consultation was held at peak 

school holiday time (13 August), when many people were not able to attend. 
• The proposed farm is on an extremely large industrial scale, covering an area of 71 acres (28.8 hectres) and 

would dominate the landscape in this area. In my opinion the farm is much too large. 
• There are large brown field sites in and around the Lanelli area and the Gwendraeth valley that have been left 

undeveloped and are unsightly. These sites would be much more appropriate sites to develop and the solar 
farm might improve them rather than spoil an attractive rural farm landscape. 

• The proposal states that the agricultural land within the solar farm ‘is not the best and most versatile 
agricultural land’ however this is not the case, the land is fertile grazing land, the farm is listed as an organic 
producer on the government list of Organic Producers – number 3624 Blaenhiraeth Farming Ltd. The site is in 
an attractive area containing the Morlais river and Troserch woods. These are places that attract tourism and 
leisure which are being promoted.  The solar farm will significantly dominate and spoil the landscape, health 
and wellbeing and leisure opportunities for its community. 

• The proposal does not offer biodiversity within the farm significantly. 
• There is no financial or other benefits to the local communities that the solar farm will affect. 
• ·       The solar farm affects many of the farms and community’s views, which will significantly reduce the value 

of their properties and prevent some from letting them as holiday homes. 
Mark Galbraith 
Clerk to Llanelli Rural Council 
01554 774103 
Mark.Galbraith@llanelli-rural.gov.uk  

The council was grateful to receive a presentation about the development proposal from Mr Simon Holt, UK 
Country Manager, Voltalia, at its Planning and Liaison Committee on Monday. Simon also answered a number of 
questions which was very helpful. 
As things currently stand the council is pre-disposed to object to the application at the formal submission stage of 
the DNS process. The main issues hinge around: 
The perceived environmental impact the proposal will have on the local countryside and the negative affect on 
biodiversity. 
The land the site occupies is deemed to be good quality arable land and as demonstrated by the fields historical use 
– the farm was a dairy farm. 
There are concerns over the scale and footprint of the proposal occupying a large area of land and the visual impact 
this will have not only for local residents but also the local community and road users travelling along the main 
highway, Llannon Road. The proposal will have a detrimental impact on aesthetics and the natural beauty of the 
open countryside. 
Highway access is a concern and the number of perceived daily traffic movements along the access route to service 
the construction of the solar farm and ongoing upkeep and maintenance of the site thereafter is considered to be 
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detrimental to highway safety. The local road infrastructure is substandard to support this major development 
proposal. 
Assurances over solar glare and reflection generated from the panels was provided by Simon when answering 
questions during his presentation but this is still a concern for the council given the scale and number of panels 
proposed for the site especially given the site topography and the fact that the panels will be located near the top 
of hillsides in some instances. The land undulates considerably in various locations across the site and the council is 
of the view that the panels cannot be hidden from public view. 
In general terms Simon was unable to convince the council of any substantial local community benefit in locating 
the proposal in this unspoilt part of Carmarthenshire. Moreover, the power generated from the site will be fed into 
the National Grid with no direct benefit for nearby villages, particularly Llangennech, Llannon, the Swiss Valley 
community of Llanelli Rural and Llanelli Town and district. These areas wouldn’t be able to take advantage of the 
clean energy generated by the site. 
In terms of site construction Simon revealed that there will be a fair degree of piling to be performed which is a 
noisy operation and this will have a detrimental impact on the general amenity of the surrounding area and will be 
unbearable for local neighbours living in close proximity to the site for them to endure. 
While the council is a firm supporter of green energy projects it feels in this instance that other brownfield sites 
should be considered for this facility especially given the lack of direct community benefit. 
Being the application is now categorised as a DNS proposal, the council understands that the local planning 
authority will not be determining the application and instead this will now be decided by The Planning Inspectorate 
on behalf of Welsh Government Ministers. We positively assume that our initial pre-application observations will be 
fully and accurately reported and communicated to The Planning Inspectorate when your company is in a position 
to submit its Pre- Application Consultation (PAC) report to Welsh Government? To this end and given this is the first 
DNS application the council has encountered, the council is unclear about the right to be formally consulted at the 
formal submission stage and whether a specific request needs to submitted by the council to The Planning 
Inspectorate in the first instance or whether the council will be automatically consulted by them in any event as a 
local stakeholder consultee. Given the element of doubt we ask please that our request to be consulted is 
highlighted in you PAC report. 
Finally and on a general point concerning the information bundle supporting the pre-application. The council 
understands the requirement to produce detailed supporting assessments and reports but by design these 
documents are not an easy read especially for members of the public to digest quickly in order to be well placed to 
dissect key issues and findings notwithstanding the non-technical summary. This by its very nature will put many 
local people off from actively participating in the consultation both now and more than likely at the formal 
submission stage. However, this is not intended as a criticism it’s just an observation to see whether brevity can be 
improved further still to encourage a wider range of consultation responses.   

Llinos Davies  
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ll.davies@live.co.uk  First representation:  
 
Rwyf newydd geisio danfon fy sylwadau drwy'r safle we.  Allwch chi gadarnhau eich bod wedi eu derbyn os 
gwelwch yn dda. 
 
 
Second representation 
 
Prynhawn da, 
Yn fy marn i, ni ddylid adeiladu ffermydd solar ar dir amaethyddol mewn ardaloedd gwledig.  Dylid codi ffermydd 
solar ar safleoedd 'brownfield'. 
Mae maint y fferm solar hwn yn anferth, mae'n rhy fawr o lawer.   
Bydd adeiladu fferm solar yn y man hwn yn difetha'r tirwedd yn llwyr. 
Gyda diolch 
Llinos Davies 
 

Lionel Jones 
Wayside, Llannon, Llanelli, Carmarthenshire. 
SA14 8HJ 
Tel: 01554 772931  
email : waysidellannon@sky.com  
 
 

I wish to object to the above proposal which is for an industrial scale solar plant intended to be constructed in the 
middle of the countryside, the visual impact of which is unacceptable. See photos annexed. 
The proposed side site is on productive agricultural land at Blaenhiraeth Farm which has been an award wining 
organic dairy farm which I understand the current owner now runs in conjunction with land elsewhere. 
Whilst I am a supporter of solar energy, having solar PV and thermal solar installations at my property, the 
installation of a large scale solar plant at the proposed location is entirely out of character with the rural setting and 
will impact heavily on the amenity of the area and on my property in particular as it looks down directly onto the 
northern sector of the proposed solar farm and no doubt will affect my wellbeing as well as the wellbeing of my 
family over the forty years or so lifespan of the proposed installation and even longer unless better technology for 
the production of electricity has been developed in the meanwhile. 
It may well be that a smaller scale development could be accommodated given the grid connection and willing 
owner, although one has to question the suitability of the location on the steeply sloping sides of the valley and on 
low lying land in the valley near Blaenhiraeth farmstead. Indeed, the northern sector 
in the vicinity of my property is somewhat remote from the farmstead and appears to be connected via the public 
highway and passes over an historic listed bridge. 
There are a number of other solar farms in the Llannon area which do not impact upon the landscape nearly as 
badly as the proposed development is likely to but the cumulative effect of solar farms proliferating in the area will 
surely impact upon the locality to the detriment of public wellbeing and enjoyment of the countryside and in 
particular the local beauty spots at Goitre Wen and Trosserch 

mailto:ll.davies@live.co.uk
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Woods Wales relies heavily on agriculture and tourism and the proposed development will surely undermine any 
policies the Welsh Assembly Government may have to promote agriculture and tourism in the area 
as it clearly impacts significantly on the character of the landscape and the views from the A476 which itself is a 
well known accident blackspot. See photos annexed. 
Re-wilding is currently being promoted as an alternative use for agricultutal land. This proposal is at completely the 
opposite end of the spectrum as far as any re-wilding policy the WAG may wish to implement The valley is used by 
low flying aircraft from time to time and wildfowl are frequently seen flying up and down the valley which is likely 
to be effected by glint and glare from the extensive glazed panels at various aspects and inclinations which will vary 
throughout the day and indeed night when the moon shines brightly in the relatively dark skies enjoyed in the 
locality. This may even directly affect my property which overlooks part of the northern sector of the site. So called 
antiglare glass will only partially mitigate this problem. 
Misleading information seems to have been published regarding the quality of the agricultural land sought to be 
used, and it is understood that no soil samples have actually been taken to support the view that this is lower grade 
agricultural land. Everyone in the locality is well aware that the land sought to be used is some of the best quality 
land locally available. 
It is generally recognized that solar farms are best sited on high, level land and the proposed site fulfils neither 
criteria. 
The proposed development will have little economic benefit for the area – indeed it seems it may well support one 
full time job and apparently any electricity generated will not be used in Wales which is a current net exporter of 
renewable energy in any event. 
Unless suitable brown field sites and the like have been utilised fully, no development of this scale should be 
permitted at this location and I trust that proposals for a smaller scale development which is complimentary to 
continued use of the land for dairy purposes will be put forward especially at these times of food uncertainty and 
the promotion of Wales as a tourist destination. 
This site is entirely unsuitable for one of the largest solar farms yet to be built in Wales. 

Eric and Nia Roderick 
Pantyrynn Farm 
Llannon 
Llanelli 
SA14 8JU 
 
eeroderick@aol.com  

We have viewed and downloaded the plans for Penderi Solar Farm and wish to make the following comments. 
The vast majority of the land for the proposed solar farm, whilst not top grade agricultural land is good silage land 
and at a time when Brexit is almost upon us, it makes no sense to think of covering this land with solar panels. 
Whilst the northern section of the proposed development is south facing, it is in shadow much of the time from the 
higher ground to the south. In winter time it will have relatively little sun, so why place solar panels here? 
The habitat survey is very limited indeed and records are mostly from a desk study. The fields form important 
feeding areas for Barn owls and also for Woodcock during the winter, yet these species are not mentioned at all. 
Several species of bats are prolific in this area, yet there has been no bat study other than a desk study. Bats are 
found feeding over the fields and also feeding along the Morlais river. The ecological study mentions that there will 
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be limited disturbance for the dormice which inhabit this area. We disagree. Solar panels will NOT increase 
Biodiversity, especially as you plan to include sheep for grazing. 
The road access from the B4306 is extremely narrow and unsuitable for heavy lorries which will be back and forth 
throughout the construction phase. The same is true for access from Llangennech. 
We already have one large solar farm in Llannon, surely you are not considering another when there is endless 
scope for solar farms on the hectares of rushes available in more remote areas, which are totally unsuitable as 
agricultural land. This type of development should not be considered on land that is suitable for silage or for 
growing crops.  I hope that you will reconsider this proposal. 

Clair Davies c.davies@flanaganlawrence.com 
The Byre, Medelfyn Road, Porthdafen, 
Felinfoel, Llanelli, Carmarthenshire SA14 8NX 
 
 

I am writing to you in relation to the recently announced proposals for the so-called “Penderi Solar Farm” and the 
leaflet that was delivered to me in the August.  The timing of this process. i.e. when most people are away on 
summer holidays, is less than ideal. 
I own a small-holding a short distance away and within full sight of, what is being described as “Zone C” of the 
proposed solar power plant.  I believe these proposals would have a catastrophic impact on the precious green belt 
around Llanelli, Llangennech and Llannon, three built up areas within the largest population in Carmarthenshire. 
Whilst I support the principles of renewable energy, solar energy projects of this huge scale should be located on 
brownfield sites, i.e. derelict factories, wasteland, discussed collieries etc, of which there are many in South Wales.  
I also support economic development in rural areas, but this does not justify the destruction of our landscape.  
Visitors currently enjoy the tranquillity and beauty of the area outlines in your proposal and tourism is also growing 
in this area which helps sustain rural economies and farm livelihoods. 
The massive, complex, scale of this plan which includes associated, ‘prison-like’ security fencing etc, will ruin the 
landscape as well as a listed, award winning, organic farm.  Many locals and visitors enjoy walking, riding and 
cycling through the neighbouring woods, public footpaths and surrounding safe, quiet, minor C roads. 
I attended the prestation of the proposals at the Diplomat Hotel on 13 August where I asked one of your 
representatives what social and economic benefits and planned development would bring to our community and 
they were unable to identify any such social or economic benefits.  Even the power itself will be exported via the 
National Grid. 
Critically, the sheer volume of lorries and other large vehicles using the main entrance of the proposed site will 
cause devastating congestion on an already extremely dangerous stretch of the A467 running between Llanelli and 
Llanon.  Countless accidents and fatalities occur along this road every year. 
I object to this proposed project which will affect the livelihoods of many local farmers and the wellbeing of local 
families.  It will cause untold harm and long term disruption to this beautiful area. 
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Geraint Rees  greesmedelfyw@hotmail.com 
Submitted a scanned letter from Aled 
Davies of NFU Cymru. 
 

 
Liam Davies  
Liam.Davies@mdy.co.uk  
THE BYRE, MEDELFYW ROAD, PORTHDAFEN, 
FELINFOEL, LLANELLI CARMARTHENSHIRE 
SA14 8NX 
 
prepared with advice from Emyr Jones of 
Counsel, Francis Taylor Buildings Chambers, 
Inner Temple 
 
 

1. I live to the south of the proposed development and Area C is clearly visible from my property. I wish to 
object to the proposed development. I wish to preface my representations by emphasising that I accept the need 
for and support renewable energy generation as an essential element of the strategy for combating and mitigating 
climate change. I also consider that solar energy can also bring in its wake significant socio- economic benefits 
when promoted appropriately. In summary, I wish to make the following points in respect of the proposal: 
i. The development is located on or adjacent to a landscape whose visual and sensory qualities have been 
objectively assessed as being of high quality under Landmap and the adverse impact on landscape is unacceptable; 
ii. The scale of the development is massive and aggravates the impact on landscape; 
iii. The development is located in an area just to the north of Llanelli, the town with the largest population in 
Carmarthenshire, and the adverse impact on landscape is aggravated by its close proximity to a town whose 
populace enjoy and value the landscape; 
iv. The development does not consist of a complementary diversification to the agricultural enterprise on 
whose land it is located, rather it largely displaces that agricultural activity; 
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v. The development is promoted by an international company with its headquarters in Paris and there is no 
commitment to sharing the benefits locally or a commitment to supply chain or local employment of direct labour; 
vi. The consultation process has been fundamentally misleading and flawed; 
vii. There has been no consideration of the impact of the project on the Welsh language; 
viii. The analysis of agricultural land has been superficial, mechanistic and inadequate; 
2. More generally, there appears to be little or no appreciation or acknowledgment of the fact that this 
development is taking place in Wales. 
3. I suggest that there is a need to remedy these faults and to re-consult in a meaningful and substantive 
sense before submitting a DNS application. 
Landscape 
4. As someone who has lived in the area for the whole of my life I value it highly. I appreciate that my views 
may be coloured by my connection with and affection for the area. I was therefore advised to look at the Landmap 
designation which is an objective assessment and resource concerning landscape in Wales. The impact of the solar 
farm on landscape will primarily be on the Visual and Sensory aspects. The development is on or adjacent to Aspect 
Area “Swiss Valley and Morlais Valley”. 
5. The Evaluation of the Area reads as follows: 
 “High (High on account of the scenic qualities of Swiss valley and the tranquil views it provides over the reservoirs. 
Scores high against 3 criteria and moderate for rarity)” 
6. Under Additional Comments it is stated: 
“Very attractive landscape that are accessible to many people. As a result they score as high, although they may be 
rightly considered to be of local rather than county importance” 
7. Solar farms will have adverse landscape impact. The greater the size of the farm the more industrial the 
impact. Solar farms should be located on brownfield post-industrial areas in the first instance and thereafter on 
rural land which is assessed as having low or moderate value. Land which is assessed as having a high value or 
which forms part of or has impacts on AONBs or National Parks should be a last resort. There is no evidence that 
the developer has followed this hierarchy and there are areas in Carmarthenshire which are brownfield sites or 
rural land of lower visual and sensory landscape quality. 
8. The adverse impact of the development on landscape is aggravated by its proximity to urban areas and the 
fact, as stated in Landmap, that the landscape is accessible to and enjoyed by those living in urban areas. This point 
applies with even greater force to those parts of the development which are closest to Llanelli and the other urban 
centres. 
Flawed consultation 
9. There have been at least three public consultations. A consultation on 13 August at the Diplomat Hotel and 
presentations to the Llanelli Rural Council and the Llangennech Community Council. I attended the three events. 
10.  At the events there was a large infographic entitled “PROPOSED SITE LAYOUT AND KEY BENEFITS”. 
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11. On the infographic it was stated that the development would “Power approximately 10,000 homes”. That 
struck me as a significant amount of energy but on undertaking some general research I discovered that only 
approximately 4% of UK energy is consumed in homes – see page 4 of the late Sir David MacKay’s Sustainable 
Energy – Without the Hot Air (2009). Expressing the contribution in terms of a percentage of the electricity 
consumed in Carmarthenshire or Wales would be more helpful and informative. 
12. The infographic also asserted that there would be an “Investment of around £80 million to develop the 
scheme”. At the Llanelli Rural Council presentation the Voltalia manager gave a detailed description as to how the 
£80 million was being raised. His explanation was taken at face value. By the time I attended the Llangennech event 
I had re-read the economics report available on the project website. That stated that the investment was in the 
region of £30 million. When I asked a representative, who I believe was employed by Pegasus, about the 
discrepancy I was informed that the infographic was wrong and that it was a typographical error. I accept, of 
course, that innocent errors do occur. But I am very concerned that most who attended these presentations would 
have been left with the erroneous impression that the investment in the project was almost 3 times the true level. 
The level of investment may well cause some to consider that some of the adverse impacts e.g. to landscape are 
acceptable. As the true level of investment is a little over a third of the advertised investment this fundamentally 
undermines the veracity of the consultation. There should, therefore, be a further consultation period where the 
level of the investment is corrected and where the developer makes plain that, inadvertently, consultees were 
misled during the original consultation. 
13. It was also stated at the Llanelli RC meeting, in response to a query about the standard of agricultural land 
being used, that the same had been subjected to soil sampling within each of the enclosures. Again, that, as I 
understand the position, was not true and again could have misled some of the interested locals. 
Socio-economic benefits at local level or lack thereof 
14. Voltalia is an international company headquartered in Paris. I understand that the infrastructure would be 
installed by a team based in Portugal. It is a longstanding policy of WG that developments having significant local 
adverse impact ought to have local benefits. Developers will often commit to encouraging local supply chains, 
employing and training members of the local workforce and so on. There does not appear to be any such 
commitment in respect of this development and the likelihood is that the jobs and investment will not benefit local 
people. 
 
15. Similarly, there is no commitment to benefiting the local community in terms of a share of the profits or 
revenue generated or in terms of the supply of electricity on favourable terms. There will usually be some 
landscape or other detriment associated with a solar farm and it is appropriate that those communities who suffer 
the detriment should also experience a benefit. 
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16. It is accepted that the landowner will sustain a benefit in terms of renting his land but he is an absentee 
landlord based in Brecon and, in any event, local benefits should be about more than just rental income to the 
landowner. 
Agricultural impact and the Welsh language 
17. Blaenhiraeth has been a successful organic farm for a large number of years. The land on which this 
development is to take place is amongst the best quality land in Carmarthenshire which is itself renowned for the 
standard of its agricultural land and output. On a proper assessment involving the exercise of judgment, as opposed 
to a desk top analysis, this land should be regarded as amongst the best and most versatile land. It should therefore 
be preserved for agricultural use. 
18. The extent of the development is such that it will largely displace the current dairy farm. Farming in this 
area provides employment for a large number of local people the majority of whom speak Welsh. Impact on the 
Welsh language is a material planning consideration and it is one of the goals under the Future Generations Act 
2015 which ought to be pursued by all public bodies, including those making decisions about planning 
development. This development would reduce agricultural employment and would seem to have an adverse impact 
on the Welsh language. No consideration appears to have been given to the Welsh language or more generally to 
the requirements and obligations imposed by the Future Generations Act 2015. 
Conclusions 
19. I oppose this development. It impacts on a high value and sensitive landscape - a landscape in close 
proximity to urban Llanelli and which is important to the well-being of that population as well as to those who live 
in the rural area in which the development sits. This impact is aggravated by the vast scale of the project. 
20. The scheme is also flawed because scant regard has been given to conferring socio- economic benefits on 
the local community or the local workforce or supply chain. The consultation itself contained misleading statements 
which undermine its validity. There is an adverse impact on a well-developed agricultural unit and an adverse 
impact on the Welsh language. 
21. I suggest that Voltalia reconsider the location of the project. In any event there should be a fresh 
consultation because of the factors identified at paragraph 9 to 13 hereof. 

David Davies 
daidoc@yahoo.co.uk  

Further to your notice in relation to publicity and consultation prior to an application for planning consent for the 
above scheme, I am instructed to offer the following observations on behalf of Llannon Community Council: 
-    The Council has concerns that the impact of the proposed development on the community of Llannon in 
particular with regard to the visual aspect is greater than any of the adjacent community councils. Members are 
therefore astonished that there has not been any public consultation in the Llannon Community area. 
-    The Council is of the opinion that the scale of development proposed at this location is wholly inappropriate 
with regard to the impact upon the local community more particularly it will be a blight on the landscape which will 
be viewed over a significant area.  

mailto:daidoc@yahoo.co.uk


Penderi Consultation Responses 

BRS.4254 
Page | 10 

 

-    Can you please provide an outline of any community benefit that may be available as part of any section 106 
agreement linked to the development? 
I look forward to your response in due course. 

Barnaby Rees-Jones  
Wayside, Llannon, Llanelli, Carms SA14 8HJ 
 
barnabyrees-jones@hotmail.co.uk  
 
 

My name is Barnaby Rees-Jones, I am a fully qualified G59 Solar PV Engineer and I live overlooking the proposed 
solar site. On this basis I know the technicalities and the technology that is being used, and am in no way against 
solar energy, in fact I am trying to promote solar on the continent of Africa and places that it works favourably. On 
the basis of the proposal and the questionable details/facts given in the report (whether to mislead any Welsh 
government bodies into falsely approving the proposal). 
1. The proposed development is on such a massive scale that it will dominate the entire Morlais Valley being one 
the largest solar farm proposals in the country. 
2. The proposed development is set on the sloping sides and floor of the valley and will be clearly visible from most 
of Llannon and from the main A476 road which passes along the West side of the valley which is an unspoilt 
wooded valley in close proximity to Llanelli, Llangenech and Llannon and the well-known beauty spots at Goitre 
Wen and Troserch Wood. 
3. The proposed industrial scale power plant will dominate and destroy the character of the valley. Such 
developments should be located on industrial buildings and brownfield sites, many of which are available in the 
local area following on from the collapse of heavy industry/mining. Only after all such available land has been used 
should productive agricultural land be taken up for solar farm use and then only if the location is ideal for solar 
installations – i.e. on high and relatively flat land. The proposed Blaenhiraeth Solar location is neither, being on the 
sloping sides and the floor of a valley. 
4. The site comprises some of the best agricultural land in the area which enjoyed organic status since 2001. Its 
removal from agricultural use would conflict into the Welsh Assembly Governments Organic Action Plan, which 
seeks to increase the amount of organic land in Wales. 
5. This site is clearly not ideal for a solar park, which are best located on high and flat land and the use of productive 
farmland at this location cannot be justified. The proposed solar development will undermine the agricultural 
sector in the area. Wales is a nation highly dependent upon Agriculture and Tourism which will be undermined by 
the development. 
6. As previously mentioned this site will be visible from the A476 at various points and could well impact on 
highway safety as the A476 at this location is already a dangerous stretch of road with a number of fatalities. Road 
may also be affected by glint and glare. 
7. This area is frequently used by aircraft for low level flying training and the glare from such a large solar array 
could would well impact on flight safety not withstanding any anti-glare coatings which may be used to try to 
mitigate the problem of glare. Wildfowl regularly fly up and down the valley. 
8. Glint and Glare from sun and moon on solar panels on the valley opposite Wayside could well effect my property 
which would be like being under a magnifying glass. 

mailto:barnabyrees-jones@hotmail.co.uk
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9. The cumulative impacts of solar farms which are proliferating in the Llannon area seem to be replacing 
agriculture rather than complimenting it. There is already one in operation of 5.5MW size – Pentre Farm, less than 
2km from the proposed Blaenhiraeth Solar site. Llannon shouldn’t be surrounded by solar panels. Considered 
singularly and cumulatively, solar farms in the Llannon area will have detrimental impacts on the unspoilt 
countryside. The land proposed for the Blaenhiraeth solar site consists of green belt land outside of Llanelli. An 
essential characteristic of green belts is their openness and the development would conflict with its purpose of 
safeguarding the countryside from encroachment. 
10. Misleading Agricultural Land Assessments – States that no significant weight needs to be accorded to 
agricultural land quality. 
The agricultural assessment (point 6.7 13/09/2019) claims that 18% of the agricultural land at Blaenhiraeth Farm 
will be taken up with the solar areas. This cannot be correct given the stated total size of Blaenhiraeth is 174Ha and 
96Ha is going to be occupied by the solar development which is more akin to 55%. The conclusion and summary is 
misleading stating the farm business operation of 500Ha (point 7.2 13/09/2019), not correct for Blaenhiraeth farm 
homestead itself where the solar array will be sited, but a total of all farms owned under the company 
‘Blaenhireaeth Farming Ltd’. Using a figure that is almost triple the acreage of Blaenhiraeth Farm in order to justify 
the scale of Penderi solar farm is completely misleading. 
Whether it is to encourage approval of the acceptance of a farm diversification permit and planning committee 
approval. The farm diversification permit states that it will permit schemes that are; - 
a) “it is subordinate to, compatible with and supports the continued operation of the agricultural activity of the 
existing working farm”; and 
b) “it is of a scale and nature appropriate to the existing farm operation”. 
A solar farm of this capacity and size cannot be considered farm diversification and is instead changing the use of 
the land from agricultural to industrial. 
11. The cumulative effect of a solar development of this size, panels, fencing, inverter stations and access roads will 
inevitably change the landscape character of the site and have a simultaneous adverse impact on the natural 
qualities of the Llannon countryside. The cost and invasiveness of laying HV cables over the listed bridge at Troserch 
wood needs to be considered carefully. 
No matter how new and proven the techniques of laying in the road surface, any mistakes or problems cannot be 
simply rectified on a listed bridge as they may well be able to elsewhere. 
12. Within a 10km radius of the proposed site lays far more suitable sites - brownfield, industrial rooftops and 
lower grade agricultural land, to list a few: - 
Dafen industrial Estate, Trostre Industrial Estate, Llangenech Industrial Estate, Hendy + Pontardulais Industrial 
Estates, Cross Hands Industrial Estates, Capel Hendre Industrial Estate, Cynheidre Colliery and Wash Site. Trimsaran, 
Sylen Grade 4/5 Land and Tumble Grade 4/5 Agricultural lands. 
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13. Whilst developers will promise contributions/payments to local communities as sweeteners (bribes!), Llannon 
community have first-hand experience with a company failing to honour their promises with regards to Pentre solar 
farm. Councils should be wary of being swayed by promises of sweeteners in form of community benefits which 
may or may not materialize and one has to question the ethics of accepting bribed to buy support for otherwise 
unwelcome development. 
14. Predicted lifespan of solar farm is 40 years. Majority, if not all the solar farm components will have a maximum 
warranted period of 25 years. Should there be problems, would it be in Voltalias best interest to replace/repair 
after this period of time or simply to wash their hands of the system. Ask the question whether the £80 million 
development has been labelled with a longer than industry standard lifespan to lower the cost per unit of electricity 
and a more favourable proposal financially. What is stopping the land being used for continued solar use after the 
proposed development. It will have been used for industrial use for 40 years. 

Name: Meurig Daniel 
Street: 33 James st 
Town: llanelli 
Post Code: sa151du 
responding: Local Business 

I wish to inform Pegasus of my full opposition to this development in the area of Llannon where my family farm is 
located. I will be opposing this throughout the planning stage and consultation period by WAG, and I wish to be 
informed by Pegasus when this development will be submitted to the Welsh Assembly Government. 
 

Name: Mr H W Daniel 
Street: Fferm Llwyntew 
Town: Llannon 
Post Code: SA148JT 
responding: Local Business 
 

I would like to express my family's and neighbours full opposition to this development in our scenic valley. I have 
decided to express my views via my local welsh assembly representatives, and not Pegasus. I feel that Pegasus have 
throughout given a one sided view to this development purely on the basis to achieve planning consent, and 
therefore feel that my views against the development will not be disclosed any further. 

Name: Anne L Williams 
Street: Dan y Graig 46 Heol y Bryn 
Town: Y Tymbl, Llanelli 
Post Code: SA146DR 
responding: Local Resident 
 

I live near this valley and am appalled at the scale of this enterprise. It is not appropriate at this site and will ruin 
the natural beauty of an area that has been in agricultural use for generations. These panels and ancillary 
equipment / fittings will 'industrialise' and ruin a beautiful valley much appreciated by people who live in or drive 
through it, let alone the cyclists, walkers, runners, and others who enjoy its footpaths, fields, meadows, vistas. 
While one recognises the need for 'green' energy, this is not, in any way, a suitable site for the development 
proposed. 

Name: Carolyn Williams 
Street: Brodawel 
Town: Llannon 
Post Code: Sa14 6bj 
responding: Local Resident 
 

Hi I’m finding it very difficult to navigate and place the location of the development in comparison to where I live in 
Llannon. Please can you provide better maps with key focus points such as the pub , church , school, chapel. It 
would be really helpful if you could setup a presentation evening in a venue in the Llannon village please. Thank 
you Carolyn 
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Name: Phil Owen 
Street: Argaerhyg, Upper Tumble 
Town: Llanelli 
Post Code: SA14 6DA 
responding: Local Resident 

Great. I’m all for it. 
 

Name: Clare norton 
Street: Gelli rwydd farm llannon 
Town: Llanelli 
Post Code: Sa148jj 
responding: Local Resident 

Please keep me updated 
 

Lincoln Grove linc.tinc@outlook.com 
Graig Fach 
Llangennech 
SA14 8PX 

It was my wife Jan who you spoke to yesterday and she gave you my email address (which is correct) because I’m 
responsible for our broadband. I originally tried asking the question regarding possible interference with our signal 
via the contact feature on your website but got no reply. Hopefully you will be able to reassure us that the solar 
farm will not cause any problems with our connection because it is vital for my work. 

Elgan Rees 
elganrees@hotmail.co.uk  

If you recall, Pegasus came to my property few weeks ago to take photos from inside and outside of the house, and 
on a second farm that we own, which would be surrounded by your proposal.  I would like to have a copy of these 
photographs that your colleagues took for my records. 

Name: Peter Shaw 
Street: 19 Maes yr Efail 
Town: LLANELLI 
Post Code: SA14 8WD 
responding: Local Resident 
 

I am fully in support of this project or any that provides reduces our need of non-renewable energy sources. 
However, I would be interested to know if the panels can/will be seen from my property (SA14 8WD - Number 19). 
The property is situated behind the old 'RN' site in a slightly elevated position and we have virtually uninterrupted 
views over to the farmland on the opposite side of the A4138.  

Name: Liam Davies 
Street: The Byre, Medlefyw Road 
Town: Porthdafen, Felinfoel 
Post Code: SA14 8NX 
responding: Local Resident 
 

I live to the south of the proposed development and Area C is clearly visible from my property. I wish to object to 
the proposed development. I wish to preface my representations by emphasising that I accept the need for and 
support renewable energy generation as an essential element of the strategy for combating and mitigating climate 
change. I also consider that solar energy can also bring in its wake significant socio-economic benefits when 
promoted appropriately. In summary, I wish to make the following points in respect of the proposal: i. The 
development is located on or adjacent to a landscape whose visual and sensory qualities have been objectively 
assessed as being of high quality under Landmap and the adverse impact on landscape is unacceptable; ii. The scale 
of the development is massive and aggravates the impact on landscape; iii. The development is located in an area 
just to the north of Llanelli, the town with the largest population in Carmarthenshire, and the adverse impact on 
landscape is aggravated by its close proximity to a town whose populace enjoy and value the landscape; iv. The 
development does not consist of a complementary diversification to the agricultural enterprise on whose land it is 

mailto:linc.tinc@outlook.com
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located, rather it largely displaces that agricultural activity; v. The development is promoted by an international 
company with its headquarters in Paris and there is no commitment to sharing the benefits locally or a 
commitment to supply chain or local employment of direct labour; vi. The consultation process has been 
fundamentally misleading and flawed; vii. There has been no consideration of the impact of the project on the 
Welsh language; viii. The analysis of agricultural land has been superficial, mechanistic and inadequate; 2. More 
generally, there appears to be little or no appreciation or acknowledgment of the fact that this development is 
taking place in Wales. 3. I suggest that there is a need to remedy these faults and to re-consult in a meaningful and 
substantive sense before submitting a DNS application. Landscape 4. As someone who has lived in the area for the 
whole of my life I value it highly. I appreciate that my views may be coloured by my connection with and affection 
for the area. I was therefore advised to look at the Landmap designation which is an objective assessment and 
resource concerning landscape in Wales. The impact of the solar farm on landscape will primarily be on the Visual 
and Sensory aspects. The development is on or adjacent to Aspect Area “Swiss Valley and Morlais Valley”. 5. The 
Evaluation of the Area reads as follows: “High (High on account of the scenic qualities of Swiss valley and the 
tranquil views it provides over the reservoirs. Scores high against 3 criteria and moderate for rarity)” 6. Under 
Additional Comments it is stated: “Very attractive landscape that are accessible to many people. As a result they 
score as high, although they may be rightly considered to be of local rather than county importance” 7. Solar farms 
will have adverse landscape impact. The greater the size of the farm the more industrial the impact. Solar farms 
should be located on brownfield post-industrial areas in the first instance and thereafter on rural land which is 
assessed as having low or moderate value. Land which is assessed as having a high value or which forms part of or 
has impacts on AONBs or National Parks should be a last resort. There is no evidence that the developer has 
followed this hierarchy and there are areas in Carmarthenshire which are brownfield sites or rural land of lower 
visual and sensory landscape quality. 8. The adverse impact of the development on landscape is aggravated by its 
proximity to urban areas and the fact, as stated in Landmap, that the landscape is accessible to and enjoyed by 
those living in urban areas. This point applies with even greater force to those parts of the development which are 
closest to Llanelli and the other urban centres. Flawed consultation 9. There have been at least three public 
consultations. A consultation on 13 August at the Diplomat Hotel and presentations to the Llanelli Rural Council and 
the Llangennech Community Council. I attended the three events. 10. At the events there was a large infographic 
entitled “PROPOSED SITE LAYOUT AND KEY BENEFITS”. 11. On the infographic it was stated that the development 
would “Power approximately 10,000 homes”. That struck me as a significant amount of energy but on undertaking 
some general research I discovered that only approximately 4% of UK energy is consumed in homes – see page 4 of 
the late Sir David MacKay’s Sustainable Energy – Without the Hot Air (2009). Expressing the contribution in terms of 
a percentage of the electricity consumed in Carmarthenshire or Wales would be more helpful and informative. 12. 
The infographic also asserted that there would be an “Investment of around £80 million to develop the scheme”. At 
the Llanelli Rural Council presentation the Voltalia manager gave a detailed description as to how the £80 million 
was being raised. His explanation was taken at face value. By the time I attended the Llangennech event I had re-
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read the economics report available on the project website. That stated that the investment was in the region of 
£30 million. When I asked a representative, who I believe was employed by Pegasus, about the discrepancy I was 
informed that the infographic was wrong and that it was a typographical error. I accept, of course, that innocent 
errors do occur. But I am very concerned that most who attended these presentations would have been left with 
the erroneous impression that the investment in the project was almost 3 times the true level. The level of 
investment may well cause some to consider that some of the adverse impacts e.g. to landscape are acceptable. As 
the true level of investment is a little over a third of the advertised investment this fundamentally undermines the 
veracity of the consultation. There should, therefore, be a further consultation period where the level of the 
investment is corrected and where the developer makes plain that, inadvertently, consultees were misled during 
the original consultation. 13. It was also stated at the Llanelli RC meeting, in response to a query about the standard 
of agricultural land being used, that the same had been subjected to soil sampling within each of the enclosures. 
Again, that, as I understand the position, was not true and again could have misled some of the interested locals. 
Socio-economic benefits at local level or lack thereof 14. Voltalia is an international company headquartered in 
Paris. I understand that the infrastructure would be installed by a team based in Portugal. It is a longstanding policy 
of WG that developments having significant local adverse impact ought to have local benefits. Developers will often 
commit to encouraging local supply chains, employing and training members of the local workforce and so on. 
There does not appear to be any such commitment in respect of this development and the likelihood is that the 
jobs and investment will not benefit local people. 15. Similarly, there is no commitment to benefiting the local 
community in terms of a share of the profits or revenue generated or in terms of the supply of electricity on 
favourable terms. There will usually be some landscape or other detriment associated with a solar farm and it is 
appropriate that those communities who suffer the detriment should also experience a benefit. 16. It is accepted 
that the landowner will sustain a benefit in terms of renting his land but he is an absentee landlord based in Brecon 
and, in any event, local benefits should be about more than just rental income to the landowner. Agricultural 
impact and the Welsh language 17. Blaenhiraeth has been a successful organic farm for a large number of years. 
The land on which this development is to take place is amongst the best quality land in Carmarthenshire which is 
itself renowned for the standard of its agricultural land and output. On a proper assessment involving the exercise 
of judgment, as opposed to a desk top analysis, this land should be regarded as amongst the best and most 
versatile land. It should therefore be preserved for agricultural use. 18. The extent of the development is such that 
it will largely displace the current dairy farm. Farming in this area provides employment for a large number of local 
people the majority of whom speak Welsh. Impact on the Welsh language is a material planning consideration and 
it is one of the goals under the Future Generations Act 2015 which ought to be pursued by all public bodies, 
including those making decisions about planning development. This development would reduce agricultural 
employment and would seem to have an adverse impact on the Welsh language. No consideration appears to have 
been given to the Welsh language or more generally to the requirements and obligations imposed by the Future 
Generations Act 2015. Conclusions 19. I oppose this development. It impacts on a high value and sensitive 
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landscape - a landscape in close proximity to urban Llanelli and which is important to the well-being of that 
population as well as to those who live in the rural area in which the development sits. This impact is aggravated by 
the vast scale of the project. 20. The scheme is also flawed because scant regard has been given to conferring socio-
economic benefits on the local community or the local workforce or supply chain. The consultation itself contained 
misleading statements which undermine its validity. There is an adverse impact on a well-developed agricultural 
unit and an adverse impact on the Welsh language. 21. I suggest that Voltalia reconsider the location of the project. 
In any event there should be a fresh consultation because of the factors identified at paragraph 9 to 13 hereof.  

Meurig Daniel  
meurigdaniel@hotmail.com  

I wish to be informed by Pegasus of when this development will be submitted to the Welsh Assembly Government, 
and what the timeline for this application will be over the next months. 

Gwynn Davies (via 2nd drop in) Proposed site is enormous and a huge blot on the countryside.  Having spoken to neighbouring farmers, the land is 
prime good quality farmland.  What effect will this have on technological signal, such as TV and Wifi?  With the sun 
reflecting from panels the site appears to affect our outlook. 

Sarah Williams, SA14 8NX 
(via 1st drop in) 

My main concern is the scale of the proposed development which will dominate the local and in an area in which 
we (the community, including Trosearch Wood Land Group) are promoting the natural environment, conservation 
to ecology and redeveloping woodlands, restoration on deciduous trees, wildlife etc.  The increased traffic during 
construction and maintenance will spoilt this area recreational use of the area – for walks etc and turn it into an 
industrialised/brownfield location, with CCTV and fencing – this is not an attractive or welcoming visual aspect in an 
area of beauty. 

Dr David Williams, SA14 8NX 
(via 1st drop in) 

I support the move to renewable energy, however I feel that this project should be sited in a brownfield/ex-
industrial site rather than a greenfield site to minimise visual and environmental impact.  The project will 
undoubtably benefit the companies and land-owner involved, but will have no benefit to the community that live 
there and may have negative impact on house prices, noise level, traffic etc.  If planning permission goes ahead the 
project should put a percentage of profits to supporting community resources and wildlife conservation e.g. library, 
leisure centre, town centre amenities. 

Messrs Rees, Llwynon Farm 
(via 1st drop in) 

This proposed development will have a negative affect on the outlook from the residential property and on future 
barn conversions.  Tourism plays a large part in the economy of agriculture and this proposal will devastate any 
such plants.  As we work or walk on our land, it will never be the same, all for the sake of one farm’s financial gain.  
One mans pleasure is another man’s misery! 

Messrs Rees, Medelfyw Farm 
(via 1st drop in) 

This proposal will be clearly seen from seven rooms of our house, plus patio area.  For this reason, we strongly 
object to such a monstrosity which will affect the rural countryside for future generations in agriculture.  It will also 
de-value properties and will have a negative affect on future tourism trade. 
As we work or walk on our land, it will never be the same, all for the sake of one farm’s financial gain.  One man’s 
pleasure is another man’s misery! 

mailto:meurigdaniel@hotmail.com
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Robert Varney (located at Gelliwarnon Lodge) 
(via 1st drop in) 

The proposal looks to be very efficient.  However, at present we have the following concerns:  1) Noise levels once 
the solar farm is completed.  As there seems to be 2/3 transformers in the near vicinity.  2) The general view that 
we have now is unspoilt countryside and this will change once the solar farm has been completed.  3) The noise and 
traffic that would occur during construction. 

Alun Owens, SA14 8HX 
(via 1st drop in) 
 

I’m very much for solar panels on roofs or farm buildings but not on land.  My livelihood is for holiday cottages etc 
and visitors come back year area year and admire the view’s but won’t come back to a black valley of glass. 
I live at Penderi Farm 
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Gareth Roberts

From: Gary Glenister <GGlenister@carmarthenshire.gov.uk>
Sent: 27 September 2019 16:03
To: Gareth Roberts
Subject: Pre Application Consultation -  DNS Penderi/Blaenhiraeth
Attachments: PAC Response Form (CCC Highways) September 2019 - Penderi Solar.doc; PA16279 - DNS Solar 

Farm - Penderi and Blaenhiraeth 17.01.19.pdf; planning and noise.docx; PAC Ecology 
Comments.pdf; Public Health Services.pdf

Dear Gareth, 
 
Thanks for consulting Carmarthenshire County Council on the Pre Application Consultation for the above solar 
development.  Whilst Carmarthenshire County Council is not a statutory consultee, internal consultation has taken 
place and the resultant responses are attached.  Also attached is advice provided at statutory pre‐application advice 
stage which included wider consultation with outside bodies and sets out the relevant policy framework and an 
initial assessment of the scheme.  Any responses provided at this stage are without prejudice to the formal 
consultation process which will take place as part of the DNS process once the documentation and submission to the 
Welsh Government is finalised.   
 
To summarise, the internal PAC responses are as follows. 
 
Public Protection  
 
Noise – has declined to comment due to limited resources at this time, however from previous schemes a noise 
assessment was deemed necessary to ensure the humming of the inverters / substation had no negative impact on 
third parties.  I attach a guidance document Planning and Noise for information.  As an example, the following 
condition was imposed at Cwmffrwd (Application W/31690) as there was a third party house in close proximity. 
 
            The rating level of the noise emitted from the proposed development shall not exceed the existing

background noise level by 5db or more. The noise levels shall be determined at the nearest noise
sensitive premises or at another location that is deemed suitable by the authority. Measurements and
assessments shall be made in accordance with BS 4142: 1997 Method for Rating Industrial Noise
Affecting Mixed Residential and Industrial Areas. Where the background noise levels shall be
expressed as LA90 1hr and the ambient noise levels shall be expressed at Laeq 1hr. 

 
Public Health Services – See attached ‐ An assessment of glint and glare needs to be submitted and will be assessed 
in the Local Impact Report. 
 
Ecology – see attached.  The survey work is generally satisfactory, however there were issues raised at pre‐app stage 
that have not been addressed in the PAC documentation.  A site meeting took place with the applicant and CCC 
ecology teams and we have not seen any minutes from the applicant’s side.  The outstanding matters need to be 
covered in the final reports and full assessment will be provided in the Local Impact Report. 
 
Landscape – LVIA viewpoints have been submitted in the ES, however we would expect more montages rather than 
the 3 examples shown, so the visual impact can be assessed.  The orientation of the panels will determine what they 
look like from viewpoints.  A comprehensive visual assessment from the surrounding viewpoints and properties will 
be assessed through the Local Impact Report.  There is a table in the technical appendices, however this provides a 
written assessment with no visual material.  Photo montages from surrounding properties and vantage points would 
be required for full assessment.   
 
It is noted from ES 6.8.11A that a Residential Visual Amenity Assessment is being undertaken, however this is not 
included in the submission.  It is noted that whilst there are a small number of properties affected, the enclosed 
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nature of the valley is such that the impact on these properties is likely to be significant so a full residential impact 
assessment needs to be carried out. 
 
Highways – see attached – provides a summary of the proposed access arrangements and the works that are 
necessary to achieve satisfactory access. 
 
Built Heritage – Nothing further to add from the previous consultation in respect of the Grade II Listed Cildewi 
Bridge.  Previous comments are provided in the attached statutory pre‐app response and full assessment will be 
provided in the Local Impact Report. 
 
Drainage – SAB approval is required under other legislation so no further comments are made at this stage.  
 
If you have any queries please let me know. 
 
Regards, 
 

Gary Glenister BSc (Hons) Dip TP MRTPI 

Development Management Officer / Swyddog Rheoli Datblygu  
Planning Services / Gwasanaethau Cynllunio  

Adran Yr Amgylchedd / Environment Department  
Ty Elwyn, Llanelli, SA15 3AP  
Tel No / Rhif ffon 01554 742172  
Email / e-bost: gglenister@carmarthenshire.gov.uk / gglenister@sirgar.gov.uk 
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Introduction  
 
I refer to your letter and attachments which were formally registered as a pre-
application enquiry on 15th October 2018. I apologise for the length of time it has 
taken to provide you with a response.  
 
I note the scale of the development and that it will be assessed through the 
Development of National Significance process as defined by the Planning (Wales) 
Act 2015 and accompanying regulations. Therefore the Local Authority’s (LA) role 
will be as a consultee in the process, advising on technical matters and able to 
provide you with advice on the consultation process required and how best to 
engage with the consultees / the locality. 
 
The advice below sets out the planning history, planning policy position, technical 
and material planning issues and a conclusion on the principle of the development.  
 
The LA can provide additional advice services and I have written to you under 
separate cover regarding these. 
 

Site Location / Proposal 
The proposal is for a large scale solar farm split across three areas of agricultural 
pasture which are sited in close proximity to each other and have a combined area of 
78.55 hectares. The site is laid on moderately undulating land in the rural hinterland 
to the north of Llanelli. The site’s location to residential dwellings is noted, and a 
small number are located in close proximity to the proposal. The proposed solar farm 
will have an installed capacity of energy generation up to 38 MW, with a direct 
connection to the grid network adjacent to the site. 

Further site characteristics including natural and man-made features/structures are 
described in the submission documents and it is accepted that this is a true reflection 
of the site and surrounding area. On this basis they will not be repeated here. 

The Local Planning Authority notes the previous advice given to the applicant in 
2015, but as you rightly point out in your submission documents, the proposal will 
now be subject to the DNS process and also a number of material considerations 
which have emerged subsequent to the issuing of the advice in 2015. These are 
expanded on below. 

 

Relevant Site History 
S/23584 - VARIATION OF CONDITION NO. 2 OF PLANNING PERMISSION 
D5/12746 DATED 25/06/1990 TO INCLUDE REVISED ELEVATIONS, FLOOR 
PLANS AND RE-SITED GARAGE FOR AGRICULTURAL DWELLING HOUSE - 
Variation of Planning Condition Refused 28/10/2010  - Appeal Upheld 18/04/2011 
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S/21873 - VARIATION OF CONDITION NO. 2 OF PLANNING PERMISSION 
D5/12746 DATED 25.06.90 TO INCLUDE REVISED ELEVATIONS, FLOOR PLANS 
AND RE-SITED GARAGE FOR AGRICULTURAL DWELLINGHOUSE - Variation of 
Planning Condition Refused 04/12/2009  - Appeal Dismissed 22/07/2010 
 
S/19175 - VARIATION OF CONDITION NO. 2 OF PLANNING PERMISSION 
D5/12746 TO INCLUDE REVISED ELEVATIONS, FLOOR PLANS AND RE-SITED 
GARAGE FOR AGRICULTURAL DWELLINGHOUSE - Variation of Planning 
Condition Refused 12/06/2009   
 
S/01153 - EXTENSION TO LOOSE CATTLE HOUSING - Agricultural Det. Pp Not 
Required - Committee 01/04/1998   
 
D5/14641 - EXTENSION TO EXISTING AGRICULTURAL BUILDING COVERED 
CATTLE FIELDS AREA - Full Granted - Committee 31/03/1994  
 
D5/12746 - AGRICULTURAL COTTAGE ON SITE OF FORMER DWELLING 
KNOWN AS GLAN MORLAIS - Full Granted – 25/06/1990 
 
D5/7954 – EXTENSION TO EXISTING HOUSE – Full Granted – 06/09/1984 
 
D5/3622 - AGRICULTURAL BUILDINGS – Full Granted - 07/12/1978  
 
D5/1313 – NEW FARM DWELLINGHOUSE – Outline Granted - 17/05/1976 
 
D5/1270 – OVERHEAD LINE APPLICATION – 01/12/1975 
 
Planning Policy 
 
Carmarthenshire Local Development Plan (LDP) – December 2014 
 
The submitted Planning Statement correctly sets out the relevant LDP policies and 
these will not be repeated in this response. The developer should be made aware, 
however, that the LDP is currently being reviewed and is expected to be adopted in 
2021. A draft Supplementary Planning Guidance which expands on the existing LDP 
renewable energy polices is expected to be adopted later this year (see below), and 
will provide the relevant guidance to inform your submission. 
 
LDP Draft SPG 
 
The Draft Wind and Solar Energy Supplementary Planning Guidance recently went 
through a formal public consultation process. Consultation responses are currently 
being reviewed, with the intention to adopt the SPG during the first half of 2019. 
 
The Draft SPG has a specific section assessing field scale solar development 
(Carmarthenshire Solar PV Development Landscape Sensitivity and Capacity 
Study). The study is intended to inform the appropriate design and siting of solar PV 
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development through setting out a baseline assessment of landscape and visual 
sensitivity and capacity in relation to a range of Solar PV typologies. 
 
The study uses a methodology deriving data from LANDMAP aspect datasets, to 
provide baseline assessments of landscape and visual susceptibility and landscape 
value through 80 distinct landscape units covering the entire authority area. 
Assessments of the sensitivity of each landscape unit to different development 
typologies, are derived from the baseline assessments. 
 
The wider SPG provides guidance on site context, siting and design considerations 
relating to field scale solar. You are advised to have regard to this when preparing 
your DNS submission. 
 
The web link to the draft SPG document is detailed below, whilst you are 
encouraged to request a copy of the Landscape Capacity and Sensitivity Study from 
our forward Planning Section ((01267) 228832). Due to its size this is cannot be 
downloaded from our website: 
 https://www.carmarthenshire.gov.wales/media/1215539/spg-wind-solar-draft.pdf  
 
PPW10 
 
The 10th version of Planning Policy Wales was issued by the Welsh Government in 
December 2018. The provision of renewable energy features throughout the 
document, and is seen by Welsh Government as an important energy source in 
meeting key objectives of the Well Being and Future Generations Act, including 
achieving a Healthier Wales (through a reduction in emissions and air pollution and 
less reliance on high carbon energy technologies), and a Globally responsible Wales 
(reducing our carbon footprint and promoting renewable energy over carbon emitting 
sources). It sees the planning system as key in delivering Welsh and UK targets on 
carbon emissions and renewable energy and should encourage proposals through 
the system. Significant parts of the document are highlighted below: 
 
Para 5.7.16 refers to the Welsh Government targets for the generation of renewable 
energy:  

 
• for Wales to generate 70% of its electricity consumption from renewable energy by 

2030;  
• for one Gigawatt of renewable electricity capacity in Wales to be locally owned by 

2030; and  
• for new renewable energy projects to have at least an element of local ownership by 

2020.  
 
Para 5.6.11 states that diversification of activities come in many forms and include 
both agricultural and non-agricultural activities. Activities could include, for example, 
livestock and crop processing, non-traditional livestock and crop farming, tourism 
projects, farm shops, and making and selling non-agricultural products. 
Diversification can also include renewable energy proposals such as anaerobic 

https://www.carmarthenshire.gov.wales/media/1215539/spg-wind-solar-draft.pdf
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digestion facilities or solar and wind installations, which will help to increase the 
viability of rural enterprises by reducing their operating costs. These schemes should 
be supported where there is no detrimental impact on the environment and local 
amenity. 
Notwithstanding this, para 5.918 is clear in stating that Planning Authorities should 
identify suitable ways to avoid, mitigate or compensate  adverse impacts of 
renewable energy development. The construction of proposals should take into 
account (amongst other considerations):  
 
• the need to minimise impacts on local communities, such as from noise and 

air pollution, to safeguard quality of life for existing and future generations;  
 
• the impact on the natural and historic environment;  
 
• cumulative impact; 
 
• the capacity of, and effects on the transportation network;  
 
• grid connection issues where renewable (electricity) energy developments are 

proposed; and  
 
• the impacts of climate change on the location, design, build and operation of 

renewable and low carbon energy development. In doing so, consider whether 
measures to adapt to climate change impacts give rise to additional impacts.  

 

Material Planning Considerations: 
In no particular order the material planning issues are discussed below, and 
comprise the consultation responses from key stakeholders that are likely to input 
into the DNS process. These include internal and external consultees and are clearly 
indicated below. Notwithstanding this, further material consideration may emerge at 
a future date e.g. following more detailed assessment of the site and surroundings, 
as a result of emerging policy and legislation, and the LA reserves the right to 
identify these. 
 
 
Surface Water Drainage 
 
Welsh Water 
 
I refer to your request for our comments in response to the Applicant’s submission of 
a Pre-Application enquiry. Whilst I appreciate the engagement with us and the 
opportunity to comment, there is no statutory obligation on ‘Specialist Consultees’ to 
respond formally and contribute to your Pre-Application response to the Applicant. 
As the proposal triggers paragraph y of Schedule 4 of the DMPWO 2016, the 
Applicant will need to consult Welsh Water directly as a ‘Specialist Consultee’ at pre-
application stage (following due process and submission of relevant forms – 
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Schedule 1C, Article 2D) which is mandatory for major developments as of August 
1st 2016. 
 
I trust you will appreciate our position however we do very much recognise our duty 
to engage with the planning process and contribute positively to the pre-application 
process and discussions. To assist Applicants I recommend that you include 
reference to our own pre-app procedures within any written response and I can offer 
the following paragraph which you may want to include within your standard 
responses.  
 

Welsh Water has a key role to play in the development and planning process 
as the services provided are at the forefront of public health and protection of 
the environment. Welsh Water encourages all developers to engage with 
them as early as possible in order to address any issues that may arise during 
the planning/construction process. Please also be advised that for any major 
development applications you will need to consult Welsh Water as a 
‘Specialist Consultee’ by submission of the relevant information as set out in 
Schedule 1C, Article 2D of the Town & Country Planning (Development 
Management Procedure) (Wales) (Amendment) Order 2016.  

 
Upon receipt of a pre-application enquiry, Welsh Water will provide a written 
response advising whether the local network(s) can support the proposal, 
whether off-site water mains and/or sewers will need to be provided, and 
whether there are any apparatus located within the land you wish to develop 
and the requirements for these apparatus. This service is provided for a fee of 
£149 + VAT and can be submitted by post or by completing the online enquiry 
form at http://www.dwrcymru.com/en/Developer-Services. Further information 
can be obtained from the dedicated team of planning officers at Welsh Water 
on 0800 917 2652. 

 
CCC Drainage and Flood Defence Team Comments  
 
The submitted Flood Consequence Assessment appears to identify the issues and 
would offer the following comments. 
 
Surface water will be managed by use of permeable areas (Access Tracks) or run off 
to permeable areas. 
 
From January 7th 2019, all new developments of at least 2 properties or over 100m2 
of construction area will require sustainable drainage to manage on-site surface 
water. The Surface water drainage systems must be designed and built in 
accordance with standards for sustainable drainage published by Welsh Ministers.  
 
These systems must be approved by the local authority acting in its SuDS Approving 
Body (SAB) role before construction work begins. The SAB will have a duty to adopt 
compliant systems. 
 

http://www.dwrcymru.com/en/Developer-Services
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The duty to adopt will not apply in this instance since this will be classed as a single 
property, but approval will be required via the SUDS approval body. 
 
The SAB will have its own fees and pre-planning process so it may be best for Mr 
Roberts speak with the SAB engineer. Their contact details are: 
 
Robert Northcott (Engineer – Sustainable Drainage Approval) – 
Rnorthcott@carmarthenshire.gov.uk; Catherine Abbott (Assisstant Engineer – SDA) 
– CLAbbott@carmarthenshire.gov.uk 
 
 
Archaeology and Built Heritage 
 
Dyfed Archaeological Trust 
 
We note that the supporting documentation includes a Draft Heritage Desk-based 
Assessment prepared by Cotswold Archaeology (CA report 18308) 
 
This report was commissioned to update a previous heritage assessment 
undertaken by Cotswold Archaeology in 2014. We were sent this assessment for 
comment in October 2017 and, although we weren’t happy with all aspects of the 
report, we concluded that we’d recommend that no further action is required in 
respect of the historic environment within this specific application.  
 
The revised assessment was required to incorporate additional fields within the 
proposed development boundary and to check for up to date information. We have 
several concerns regarding this report: 
 
Para. 1.12 states that a specification of works was supplied to us and approved on 
19th November 2014. This pertains to the initial assessment and is not valid for the 
revised DBA, for which we did not receive or approve a specification. 
 
Para. 2.9 states that, due to dense mist and rain, an assessment of potential visual 
impact of development on the setting of heritage assets was not possible during the 
walkover and that the report would instead analyse the conclusions of the 2014 
assessment and determine whether these were likely to have changed. We consider 
such an approach to be insufficient and the walkover should have been postponed to 
allow the assessment to be undertaken successfully, using the standard and 
guidance published by Cadw in 2017. 
 
Para. 6.7 states that we confirm that no further action would be recommended. As 
we have not previously seen this report, this is not accurate and pertains solely to 
the initial assessment. 
 
However, despite these shortcomings, we accept the conclusions presented by both 
the 2014 and 2018 assessments and recommend that no further action is required 
to protect the historic environment should this specific development proposal enter 
the planning process. 
 

mailto:Rnorthcott@carmarthenshire.gov.uk
mailto:CLAbbott@carmarthenshire.gov.uk
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We hope that this is of assistance but please do not hesitate to contact us again 
should you require further information. 
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Cadw 
 
Advice: 
 
Having carefully considered the information provided we have no objections to the 
impact of the proposed development on the scheduled monuments. 
 
The following comments are based on information made available to us as part of the 
pre-application consultation and we will review our comments when we are consulted 
on the final planning application. 
 
Our assessment of the pre-application is given below. 
 
Our role: 
 
Our statutory role in the planning process is to provide the local planning authority with 
an assessment concerned with the likely impact that the proposal will have on 
scheduled monuments, registered historic parks and gardens, registered historic 
landscapes where an Environmental Impact Assessment is required and development 
likely to have an impact on the outstanding universal value of a World Heritage Site.  
We do not provide an assessment of the likely impact of the development on listed 
buildings or conservation areas, as these are matters for the local authority.  
 
It is for the local planning authority to weigh our assessment against all the other 
material considerations in determining whether to approve planning permission.  
 
National Policy:  
 
Applications for planning permission are considered in light of the Welsh 
Government’s land use planning policy and guidance contained in Planning Policy 
Wales (PPW), Technical Advice Notes and related guidance.   
 
PPW (Chapter 6 – The Historic Environment) explains that the conservation of 
archaeological remains is a material consideration in determining a planning 
application, whether those remains are a scheduled monument or not. Where 
nationally important archaeological remains, whether scheduled or not, and their 
settings are likely to be affected by proposed development, there should be a 
presumption in favour of their physical protection in situ. It will only be in exceptional 
circumstances that planning permission will be granted if development would result in 
an adverse impact on a scheduled monument (or an archaeological site shown to be 
of national importance) or has a significantly damaging effect upon its setting. 
Technical Advice Note 24: The Historic Environment elaborates by explaining that 
there is a presumption against proposals which would involve significant alteration or 
cause damage, or which would have a significant impact on the setting of remains.  
 
Assessment: 
 
CM192 Bryn Maen Standing Stone 
CM265 St David's Colliery 
CM266 Penprys Pit Engine House 

http://gov.wales/docs/desh/publications/161117ppw-chapter-6-en.pdf
http://gov.wales/topics/planning/policy/tans/tan-24/?lang=en
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CM274 Section of former Carmarthenshire Railway, Felinfoel 
CM281 Horeb Brickworks 
 
This is a non-statutory pre-planning enquiry for a solar farm at Penderi, Blaenhiraeth 
Farm, Llangennech that will be submitted to the Welsh Ministers for determination as a 
Development of National Significance. 
 
The above scheduled monuments are located inside 5km of the proposed 
development but intervening topography, buildings and vegetation will block all views 
between them. Consequently the proposed development will have no impact on any 
scheduled monument or their settings. 
 
Finally, there may also be undesignated historic assets that could be affected by the 
proposed development and, if you have not already done so, we would advise that you 
consult the Historic Environment Record held by the Dyfed Archaeological Trust 
www.dyfedarchaeology.org.uk 
 
 
Countryside Access 
 
CCC Public Rights of Way Team  
 
Having reviewed the plans, I am concerned that Public Footpath 33/54 crosses the 
site, and does not appear to have been taken into account. 
 

 

 

http://www.dyfedarchaeology.org.uk/


 

Local Planning Authority response to PA/16279 – Proposed Solar Farm at Penderi/Blaenhiraeth Farms (17.01.19) 

 

This is of particular concern at the north east point of Site B, where no allowance 
appears to have been made for the footpath to cross the development: 

 

 

 

I would request that the developer contacts this department at an early stage to 
discuss how the footpath can be best incorporated into their proposals. 

 

Access, Transportation and Highways 
 
CCC Highways 
 
The proposal shares great similarity with an earlier screening request made in 
2014/2015 which the applicant refers to in his submission. 
 
The comments below take account of the earlier feedback provided and is updated 
to account for information provided within the freshly submitted Draft Transport 
Statement and Construction Management Plan, dated August 2018: 
 
A programme for the whole of the construction phase should include details of the 
number and type of deliveries expected with respect to time and on a daily basis to 
establish the peak period for movements at the site. 
 
Whilst it is acknowledged that information is provided regarding total number of 
forecast movements associated with different activities at the site this information will 
be more useful in a programme showing the number of movements expected per 
day as the project develops. For instance, over what period of time will all of the 
solar components arrive at the site where some 364 large articulated HGV 
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movements are anticipated? It is noted that the draft TS and CMT at 7.2 advises a 
maximum of 8 deliveries or approximately 1 delivery per hour during the construction 
phase. 
 
The access route, along the U2309 Cilddewi Road leading to Area ‘A’ from the 
B4306 is some 750m in length. The existing junction onto the B4306 has limited 
visibility in both directions; 45m to the Hendy side and 60m to the Llannon side. As 
the posted speed is 50mph at this location then visibility splays of 160m are required 
as recommended in TAN 18 Table A, page 44 (where road traffic speeds are 
unknown). It is unclear, from looking at the topography, whether adequate visibility is 
achievable in the Hendy direction due to the vertical alignment of the carriageway 
possibly restricting visibility further. Proposals to improve this junction should be 
submitted for our consideration. 
 
As we proceed along the U2309 road some 750m to Cil Ddewi Fawr the road, as 
stated in the submitted CMP at 2.15, is narrow and will not allow two-way traffic 
movement (cars) in many places and even less opportunity to allow two-way traffic 
movement for HGVs. Passing places will be sought where possible for this section of 
highway. The proposal to deliver components to Area ‘B’ accessed via a modified 
access off the A476 and then to reload a smaller HGV to deliver to Area C 
overcomes the access issues previously identified with accessing Area C from the 
B4306 route (U2309 Cil Ddewi Fawr Road ). It is no longer proposed to access Area 
C along the same road where we frequently encounter narrow carriageways with the 
rare opportunity to pass being either field accesses or private accesses. Future 
submission should be sought identifying the location of passing places as required to 
maintain access for others properties along the U2309 between the B4306 and the 
access to site A. Besides provision of the necessary passing places, any proposed 
associated Traffic Management measures will need to be fully detailed in a 
Construction Traffic Management Plan and include details of any Highways 
Legislation Agreement necessary to execute proposed improvements works. That 
Traffic Management Plan will be forwarded to the Traffic management unit to 
comment upon and whose assistance you may wish to seek at an early stage. The 
contact in Carmarthenshire is Traffic Engineer Andrew Morgan ext 5279. 
 
A self-policing mechanism shall be required to ensure that the agreed routes are 
adhered to and a routing plan submitted to accompany the application. 
 
An option to access site A (and C) is given as from J48 or J49. J49 is our preferred 
route as this would avoid the urban/built-up areas associated with Hendy and 
Pontarddulais. Direct access to sites B and C is from an amended field access off 
the A476. The attached file gives the access standard required for the amended 
access. The proposal to amend the existing field access onto the A476 will require a 
Section 184 licence and possibly a S278, dependant on the design proposed. It is 
noted that the visibility splays given in the applicants report fall far below that 
required for an access onto the A476, where the posted speed is 50mph at this 
location and where visibility splays of 160m are required as recommended in TAN 18 
Table A, page 44 (where road traffic speeds are unknown). The proposal to widen an 
initial length of the proposed access road to 5.0m (as shown on drawing Figure 3) 
should be reconsidered with a recommendation given to provide at least 6.0m 
instead. It is noted that consideration has been given to accessing the site and 
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providing TM measures in the form of temporary traffic signals. The level of transport 
assessment required to accompany any development is given in the attached 
Carmarthenshire Transport Assessment Guidelines. Following submission of a 
Transport in accordance with the guidelines the proposal can be further considered 
by our Traffic Management department. The contact in Carmarthenshire is Traffic 
Engineer Andrew Morgan ext 5279. 
 
The proposal to rely on radio/telecommunication to manage the deliveries is 
unacceptable to ourselves as this is not self-policing. Instead it would be our 
intention to seek passing bays and/or carriageway widening via S278 where possible 
and for the benefit of all users of this road (U2309). 
 
I would advise that any existing or amended access onto the A476 provides visibility 
splays and SSDs in accordance with TAN 18 Table A (where vehicle speeds are 
unknown). In addition, the access shall be constructed in accordance with the 
agricultural access standard layout (attached). 
 
The solar panels should be so orientated to avoid glint and glare (dazzle) of 
motorists on any road in the area. 
 
Wheel wash facilities should be provided to ensure that construction vehicle only 
enters the highway with clean wheels. 
 
It is noted that a number of inconsistencies exist within the draft document including 
figures provided on p7 at 4.5 and the figures given is within the Table 3 forecast. 
 
 
Conservation, Biodiversity and Habitat 
 
CCC Built Heritage Section Comments 
 
Having carefully considered the information provided I have no objections at this 
stage of the application process to the impact of the proposed development on both 
the designated and the non‐designated heritage assets of the area affected by the 
proposed Solar Park. 
 
It would, however, as part of an application, be necessary to provide a Heritage 
Impact Assessment on the impact of the proposed works to Grade II Cilddewi 
Bridge. This would need to include an assessment of alternative cable routing 
options and an analysis of risks of the work, including vibrations to the historic 
bridge, introduction of alien material to the bridge and contingency should the depth 
of the surface layer be insufficient to accommodate the cable trenches. 
 
I will review my comments when consulted on the final planning proposal. 
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CCC Ecology Comments 

ES Comments: 
 
Section 2.9.1 With regard to cumulative effects, you are probably best placed to 
advise, however the following larger applications have been subject to HRA (south 
east region) in relation to the Carmarthen Bay and Estuaries SAC – S/30050, 
S/30142, S/30577, S/30576, S/31228, S/31446, S/31807, S/31915, S/32362, 
S/32892, S/33793, S/34071, S/36519. 
 
Section 4.2.2 of the ES states that the minimum distance fencing will be located from 
hedgerows is circa 4.5m, however this appears inconsistent with the ecology chapter 
where 4m is consistently quoted. Therefore this figure needs to be made consistent. 
It is also essential that a buffer leaves enough room to undertake required hedgerow 
and grassland management/maintenance, deliver mitigation/enhancement 
requirements and provide access to machinery and this must be fully considered 
when agreeing a final buffer figure. 
 
Section 5.7.4 Chapter 5 will need to account for the publication of Planning Policy 
Wales 10 which has been recently published. 
 
Section 5.8.1 Policy EQ5 is also considered relevant. 
 
Section 5.8.10 – It is noted that the applicant has requested guidance in relation to 
enhancement measures. It is considered that this would be best delivered and 
discussed at a site visit and subsequent meeting as suggested above. It is 
recommended that reference is also made to CCC’s Nature Conservation and 
Biodiversity SPG -  https://www.carmarthenshire.gov.wales/media/3723/nat-env-and-
biodiversity-draft-spg.pdf  
 
Section 7.3.2 – Reference PPW 10 and Well Being and Future Generations Act 
2015. 
 
Section 7.3.3 – SP14 is also a highly relevant policy. 
 
Table on Page 142 – Breeding Birds Section – Starling are listed under Section 7 of 
the Environment Act (Wales) 2016 and this is not identified. (They are correctly listed 
under wintering birds on page 143). 
Section 7.6.27 – Ideally a suitable seed mix would be agreed and incorporated into 
the LEMP. 
 
Section 7.6.28 – It is noted that it is proposed to construct during summer months. 
There is potential that this may conflict with any timing restrictions NRW may 
consider in relation to presumed Dormice presence on site and avoidance of 
potential disturbance to dormice during their breeding season and within resting 
places, it is noted that 9km of edge habitat may be affected by disturbance impacts. 
We would need further guidance from NRW on acceptability of timing of construction 
in respect of this issue and they would need to confirm dormouse licence 
requirements. 
 

https://www.carmarthenshire.gov.wales/media/3723/nat-env-and-biodiversity-draft-spg.pdf
https://www.carmarthenshire.gov.wales/media/3723/nat-env-and-biodiversity-draft-spg.pdf
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Section 7.6.34 – We would wish to review management and enhancement proposals 
for the fen habitat on site, under the Environment Act (Wales) 2016 , we would wish 
to discuss the long term management of this area to deliver maintenance and 
enhancement. I note proposals to include plug planting of Devil’s bit scabious within 
the area but there are no proposed habitat management proposals. The area outside 
the current Caeau Mynydd Mawr SPG area but is in close proximity to the site. It 
may be beneficial for the CMM Project officer to attend any site meeting as she has 
much experience in delivery of such projects. I have copied her into this response for 
info. 
 
Section 7.6.40 – NRW must confirm they are satisfied with ditch buffer proposals. 
Attention is also drawn to policy EP1 (and its associated text) buffer requirements of 
7m are stated and deviation from this requirement must be fully justified within the 
ES. 
 
Section 7.6.45 & 7.6.46 – We would  wish to examine the cable trenching route 
through the woodland as part of a site visit, and it may be advisable for the tree 
officer to review the site also. We would also wish to see further detail in section 13 
of the tree report regarding the Arboriculture Method Statement and Cable trenching 
methods which do not appear to be addressed. 
 
Section 7.6.63 – We note the bat survey of the bridge structure was constrained by 
the presence of nesting birds. NRW will need to confirm if they are satisfied with the 
bat survey effort and proposed mitigation measures.  
 
Section 7.6.79 - See comments under section 7.6.28 
 
Section 7.6.103 – It is possible for land to be secured outside the redline boundary 
contrary to what is stated in this section, including land within the blue line and or by 
legal agreement. We would welcome the opportunity to review the site in order to put 
impacts to breeding birds and potential for management options for Section 7 Bird 
species into context. The LPA have a duty to seek to maintain and enhance Section 
7 species. 
 
Section 7.6.105 – We would wish to review the areas proposed for scrapes/swales 
during any site visit. 
 
Section – 7.9.17 – Reference Policy SP14 
 
HRA SCREENING MATRIX: 
 
Following the People Vs Wind ruling, any proposal that incorporates mitigation 
measures to avoid significant effects to an SAC must be triggered to Appropriate 
Assessment – It is recommended that the screening document is updated to reflect 
the ruling and a Statement to Inform an Appropriate Assessment is prepared. 
 
CEMP: 
 
Section 4.1.47 – NRW should confirm if they are satisfied with the timing of the 
proposed blocking up of bat and bird features, as this is proposed prior to March, 
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This may have implications for pre-construction bats surveys that they may require 
due to the bat potential the bridge structure has. Clarification should be sought on 
NRW’s mitigation requirements. 
 
Section 4.1.51 – We have concerns about the proposed level of monitoring 
involvement of the ECOW and consider monitoring should be undertaken more 
regularly than on a monthly basis. 
 
LEMP: 
 
Section 2.1.3 & 4.1.5 – We would wish to agree a suitable seed mix. 
 
Section 2.1.5 & 4.1.11 – See comments under 7.6.34 (ES) 
 
Section 2.1.6 & 4.1. 13 - We would wish to agree a suitable detailed hedgerow 
planting species mix. 
 
Section 2.1.8 - See comments under 7.6.105 (ES) 
 
Section 2.1.15 - See comments under 7.6.103 (ES). 
 
Section 2.1.16 –& 4.1.36 See comments under 4.2.2 (ES). 
 
4.1.15 – 4.1.17 – Condition of all boxes must be monitored and boxes replaced 
where necessary for the lifetime of the development. Consideration must also be 
given to regular monitoring of use of the various boxes. 
 
4.1.47 – We would wish to agree a more detailed monitoring strategy, consideration 
must be given to the continuation of monitoring beyond year 10 and we would 
welcome discussion on this issue. 
 
4.1.51 – It is considered that an annual site steering group meeting must be held to 
keep the LEMP under review and a mechanism put in place to adopt remedial 
measures and changes to monitoring and management as deemed appropriate. 
 
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 
 
I note the highways response discusses junction improvement works, road widening 
works etc.  Any ecological impacts in relation to access works, must be fully 
assessed within the ES. 
 
If you have any further questions or seek clarification on any points please contact 
me. 
 

Natural Resources Wales 

Thank you for contacting Natural Resources Wales (NRW) on the above pre-
planning application. NRW have previously sent a pre-planning response to the 
agents on this proposal.  
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As you are aware NRW are changing the way in which we provide advice on pre-
application consultations and Technical Reports. We will continue to meet our duties 
as an adviser and can offer a free initial opinion in relation to matters such as; 
whether a proposal would require an FCA.  

However, in cases where extra advice is required that falls outside of our statutory 
duties, we can only offer this as part of our charged Discretionary Planning Advice 
Service (DPA Service). 

Should the applicant wish to use the DPA Service their request needs to be 
accompanied by the relevant ‘Request Form’ which is available for download from 
our website:  

https://naturalresources.wales/guidance-and-advice/business-sectors/planning-and-
development/advice-for-developers/our-service-to-developers/?lang=en  

I hope these comments are of assistance. Should you wish to discuss further please 
do not hesitate to contact Sharon Luke on 03000 653275. 

 

Landscape and Visual  
 
CCC Conservation – Trees Comments 
 
Section 7.6.45 & 7.6.46 – We would wish to examine the cable trenching route 
through the woodland as part of a site visit. We would also wish to see further detail 
in section 13 of the tree report regarding the Arboricultural Method Statement and 
Cable trenching methods which do not appear to be addressed. 
 
CCC Conservation – Landscape Comments 
 
A It is requested that original pdfs of the Draft ES and all associated figures be 

provided, as the majority of submitted documents are scanned tiff documents 
which do not enable effective viewing. 

B Re. Draft Environmental Statement 
It is requested that the following CLDP policy be considered as a material 
consideration within Section 6.3 Landscape Planning Policy and within the overall 
planning balance of impact assessments: - 

GP1 Sustainability and High Quality Design 
Development proposals will be permitted where they accord with the following: - 

a) It conforms with and enhances the character and appearance of the site, 
building or area in terms of siting, appearance, scale, height, massing, elevation 
treatment, and detailing 

b) It incorporates existing landscape or other features, takes account of site 
contours and changes in levels and prominent skylines or ridges;  

https://naturalresources.wales/guidance-and-advice/business-sectors/planning-and-development/advice-for-developers/our-service-to-developers/?lang=en
https://naturalresources.wales/guidance-and-advice/business-sectors/planning-and-development/advice-for-developers/our-service-to-developers/?lang=en
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d) It would not have a significant impact on the amenity of adjacent land uses, 
properties, residents or the community 

f) It retains, and where appropriate incorporates important local features 
(including buildings, amenity areas, spaces, trees, woodlands and 
hedgerows) and ensures the use of good quality hard and soft landscaping 
and embraces opportunities to enhance biodiversity and ecological 
connectivity;  

I) It protects and enhances the landscape, townscape, historic and cultural 
heritage of the County and there are no adverse effects on the setting or integrity 
of the historic environment; 

C Re. Landscape and Ecological Management Plan 
It is recommended that a Detailed Landscape Design Scheme fully integrated 
with LEMP proposals (Advisory note previously provided with Screening Opinion 
Response), be provided prior to determination of any DNS application to enable 
approval and reduction in conditioned information required with any approval. 
The approved details could then be delivered through an appropriate 
implementation condition on any approval. 

D Re. Draft Environmental Statement 
Residential Properties 

It is advised that the assessment of impacts to residential properties as presented 
within the Draft Environmental Statement is not conclusive, the methodology is 
not transparent or clearly defined. It would be expected that individual 
assessments be undertaken for each residential property, including site visits and 
photographic representation. This should be included prior to determination of 
any DNS application to enable approval. 
 

Para 6.8.14 states that ‘The magnitude of change on residential properties is 
considered to vary between high and negligible as shown in Table 6.3’. However, 
it is noted that Table 6.3 does not provide any assessment of impacts to 
residential properties 

There does not appear to be any specific mitigation proposals to reduce visual 
impacts to individual residential properties 

E Re. Arboricultural Survey, Impact Assessment and Protection Plan 
Para 11.22 identifies potential impacts to trees identified for retention from the 
installation of underground cables. Section 13 sets out heads of terms for an 
Arboricultural Method Statement, however it is noted that method statement 
proposals to avoid impacts from the installation of underground cables is not 
specifically addressed. This should be included prior to determination of any DNS 
application to enable approval. 
 

F Re. Landscape and Visual Impact mitigation 
It is recommended that consideration be given to removal of all proposed PV 
apparatus to the west of the topographic ridge line visible from the A476, as 
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indicated below. This would represent effective design stage mitigation for 
landscape and visual impacts 

 

 
 

G The Draft ES does not clarify the apparent additional infrastructure as illustrated 
on Fig 6.2 All sites – site layout and landscape framework, extracts below: - 
To the south of Blaenhiraeth Farm (NB. this also conflicts with PRoW 33/54)  
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To the west of Cil-Ddewi-uchaf  

 

 

 
 
Other Material Issues 
 
The Coal Authority Comments 
 
I have checked the site location information provided against our information and 
confirm that the proposed application site does fall within the defined Development 
High Risk Area; specifically the site is within an area of thick coal outcrops which 
may have been worked in the past. 
 
However taking into consideration the proposed development (and the coal mining 
risks affecting this site) it is unlikely to result in significant groundworks and 
consequential loading placed on the ground by the solar panels will be less than for 
other forms of development.  Therefore as part of any formal planning application, 
we do not consider that requiring a Coal Mining Risk Assessment would be 
proportionate to the nature of this proposal. 
 
However, if planning permission is granted, in the interest of public safety we would 
recommend that the Local Planning Authority add our Informative Note to the 
Decision Notice. 
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CCC Minerals Planning Comments 
 
The proposed site is located on an area of Safeguarded Category 1 High 
Specification Aggregate (Sandstone) and Category 2 Sand and Gravel. Policy MPP3 
of Carmarthenshire LDP is of relevance, and the application would need to 
demonstrate how the proposal satisfies the criteria set out in the policy. 
 
A construction plan has been provided, however the plan focuses mostly on the 
construction traffic element of the development. It is considered that at application 
stage details on the phasing, access tracks, including their location and material, 
location of construction compounds (and the construction method for the compound), 
details on soil stripping (where soils will need to be stripped to facilitate construction 
of compounds and tracks), the storage of soils, restoration phases (including 
restoring the construction compounds and tracks where they are not intended to be 
retained) and materials balances should be provided if the proposal comes forward 
as an application.  
 
National Grid (*see also PDF with Plan of pipe through site) Comments 
 
 National Grid exercises its right to place a Holding Objection to the above proposal 
which will cross our High-Pressure Gas Pipeline.  
 

• We would draw your attention to the Planning (Hazardous Substances) 
Regulations 1992, the Land Use Planning rules and PADHI (Planning Advise 
for Developments near Hazardous Installations) guidance published by the 
HSE, which may affect this development.  

 
• To view the PADHI Document, please use the link below: 

http://www.hse.gov.uk/landuseplanning/padhi.pdf  
 

• No buildings should encroach within the Easement strip of the pipeline  
 
• No demolition shall be allowed within 150 metres of a pipeline without an 

assessment of the vibration levels at the pipeline. Expert advice may need to 
be sought which can be arranged through National Grid.  

 
• National Grid has a Deed of Easement for each pipeline which prevents 

change to existing ground levels, storage of materials. It also prevents the 
erection of permanent / temporary buildings, or structures. If necessary 
National grid will take action to legally enforce the terms of the easement.  

 
 You should be aware of the Health and Safety Executives guidance document 

HS(G) 47 "Avoiding Danger from Underground Services", and National Grid’s 
specification for Safe Working in the Vicinity of National Grid High Pressure 
gas pipelines and associated installations - requirements for third parties 
T/SP/SSW22. You should already have received a link to download a copy of 
T/SP/SSW/22, from our Plant protection Team, which is also available to 
download from our website.  
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 To view the SSW22 Document, please use the link below: 
http://www2.nationalgrid.com/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=33968  

 
 A National Grid representative will be monitoring the works to comply with 

SSW22.  
 

 To download a copy of the HSE Guidance HS(G)47, please use the following 
link:  http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/books/hsg47.htm  

 
 National Grid will also need to ensure that our pipelines access is maintained 

during and after construction.  
 

 Our pipelines are normally buried to a depth cover of 1.1 metres however; 
actual depth and position must be confirmed on site by trial hole investigation 
under the supervision of a National Grid representative. Ground cover above 
our pipelines should not be reduced or increased.  

 
 If any excavations are planned within 3 metres of National Grid High Pressure 

Pipeline or, within 10 metres of an AGI (Above Ground Installation), or if any 
embankment or dredging works are proposed then the actual position and 
depth of the pipeline must be established on site in the presence of a National 
Grid representative. A safe working method must be agreed prior to any work 
taking place in order to minimise the risk of damage and ensure the final 
depth of cover does not affect the integrity of the pipeline.  

 
 Excavation works may take place unsupervised no closer than 3 metres from 

the pipeline once the actual depth and position has been has been confirmed 
on site under the supervision of a National Grid representative. Similarly, 
excavation with hand held power tools is not permitted within 1.5 metres from 
our apparatus and the work is undertaken with NG supervision and guidance.  

 
Pipeline Crossings:  

 
• Where existing roads cannot be used, construction traffic should ONLY cross 

the pipeline at locations agreed with a National Grid engineer.                                                        
 

• All crossing points will be fenced on both sides with a post and wire fence and 
with the fence returned along the easement for a distance of 6 metres.  The 
pipeline shall be protected, at the crossing points, by temporary rafts 
constructed at ground level. No protective measures including the installation of 
concrete slab protection shall be installed over or near to the National Grid 
pipeline without the prior permission of National Grid. National Grid will need to 
agree the material, the dimensions and method of installation of the proposed 
protective measure. The method of installation shall be confirmed through the 
submission of a formal written method statement from the contractor to National 
Grid.  Please be aware that written permission from National Grid is required 
before any works commence within the National Grid easement strip.  
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•  A National Grid representative shall monitor any works within close proximity to 
the pipeline to comply with National Grid specification T/SP/SSW22.  

 
•  A Deed of Indemnity is required for any crossing of the easement including 

cables  
 
Cables Crossing:  
 

•  Cables may cross the pipeline at perpendicular angle to the pipeline i.e. 90 
degrees.  

 
• A National Grid representative shall supervise any cable crossing of a 

pipeline.  
 

• An impact protection slab should be laid between the cable and pipeline if the 
cable crossing is above the pipeline.  

 
•  Where a new service is to cross over the pipeline a clearance distance of 0.6 

metres between the crown of the pipeline and underside of the service 
should be maintained. If this cannot be achieved the service must cross 
below the pipeline with a clearance distance of 0.6 metres.  

 
All work should be carried out in accordance with British Standards policy:  
 

• BS EN 13509:2003 - Cathodic protection measurement techniques  
 

• BS EN 12954:2001 - Cathodic protection of buried or immersed metallic 
structures – General principles and application for pipelines  

 
• BS 7361 Part 1 - Cathodic Protection Code of Practice for land and marine 

applications.  
 
NG have enclosed a location map to show the location of National Grid high-
pressure gas pipeline(s) within the vicinity of your proposal. 

 

Planning Obligations / Enhancement Opportunities / Community Benefit 
 
Given the scale of the proposal and its siting within the open countryside, 
considerations should be given to mitigation and enhancement opportunities through 
a planning obligation to cover off-site improvements. Community Benefits in the form 
of financial contributions towards the local community are not planning 
considerations or a requirements of policy, however, you may wish to outline these 
proposals and the form they take as background information to the final scheme you 
submit under the DNS regime. Para 2.16 of TAN8 states that some community 
benefits can be justified as mitigation, while others may be offered not directly 
through the planning process. For example, I note the requirement in PPW10 for the 
communities to have a stake in the ownership of energy production. This is 
something you may wish to investigate further. 
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Conclusion 
 
At this stage and based on the information provided it is not possible to provide a 
conclusion on whether the development is acceptable in principle without further 
detailed assessment of the submission documents, the information detailed above 
and thorough evaluation of all issues on site. There is however, scope for a large 
scale solar development on the site given the strong policy presumption for 
renewable and low carbon technology, however, further detailed refinement to the 
scheme may be required in advance of the submission to Welsh Government to 
satisfy the Local Planning Authority. This could include more specific advice on for 
example mitigation and enhancement measures obtained from detailed site 
investigation, or a reduction in the scale of the proposal based on a constraint 
identified from further interrogation of the draft submission documents. I have written 
to you under separate cover outlining the additional pre-application services the LPA 
can provide, and I look forward to your response on whether you wish to use this 
service. 
 
This is the view of technical officers of the authority and there may be a requirement 
to report any comments officers may have to their elected members for ratification 
and formal discharge at formal DNS stage. 
 
Finally, please note that this opinion is given on a without prejudice basis and is not 
binding upon the Council and all applications will be subject to formal determination 
based upon consideration of the merits of each application, current planning policy, 
legislation, relevant consultation responses and other material planning 
considerations relevant at that time. 
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From: Lindsey Rendle
Sent: 27 September 2019 10:03
To: Gary Glenister; REG Planning Consultations
Cc: Rosie A Carmichael; Amanda E Evans; Steve Welchman
Subject: PA/16279 Penderi Llangennech - PAC Response

Dear Gary, 

Apologies for the delay in replying, Please note I am not considered a statutory consultee in respect of the Town and 
Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Wales) Order 2012, therefore please consider this email 
an informal response, in relation to ecological requirements to inform the DNS planning application on this site. In 
relation to the submitted PAC I have the following comments. 

I am satisfied with the survey work undertaken as included in Appendices 7.1 – 7.3 and consider that this 
information is adequate to support the ES and DNS application in relation to the LPA ecology remit. 

Detailed assessment of the submitted ES, Construction Environmental Management Plan and Landscape and 
Ecological Management Plan will be formally reviewed and commented on as part of CCCs statutory requirement to 
produce a Local Impact Report. 

I have previously made comments in relation to the drafts of these documents which can be found on pages 18 – 20 
of the Appendices document. I have reviewed the documents currently submitted for the PAC and note the 
following points previously raised do not appear to be addressed as part of the submission or are outstanding, these 
are as follows: 

 There are several issues I previously picked up which would be NRWs remit, however some of these may
impact, issues under the LPA remit. Until CCC are aware of NRW’s PAC comments and any requirements 
they may have, we will not be in a position to fully agree any of the aforementioned documents.  

 ES Section – 5.3.1 – I recommend the inclusion of policy EQ5.

 ES Section 5.3.10 – It is noted that the applicant has requested guidance in relation to enhancement
measures, However a site meeting and discussion was held on this topic (as noted in section 1.1.7 of the
LEMP, Section 7.2.20 of the ES), no formal minutes were issued by the applicant for agreement.

 ES Section 7.3.3 – SP14 is also a relevant policy.

 Previous submitted documents made reference to Fenland / wet areas outside the operational land and
potential for plug planting for Marsh Fritillary Butterfly (Still noted in section 4.1.67 of the CEMP – possibly
in error). During the site meeting the Fen Habitat area was considered unlikely to be suitable for MFB
following inspection from the Caeau Mynydd Mawr Site officer, however it is noted by the officer that
although the area is not likely to produce suitable breeding habitat for the Marsh fritillary butterfly, it is very
species rich and contains a variety of nectar sources used by the adult butterfly, so could be useful as
connective habitat. It is also important for a range of other invertebrates, bats, birds and mammals.
Management with summer grazing would be ideal to maintain and enhance it by preserving the species
diversity and preventing further scrub encroachment. Grazing management as a maintenance or
enhancement measure on this area would be welcomed as part of any proposal. No measures for this area
appear to be proposed in the submitted ES and LEMP.

 CEMP Section 4.1.64 we have concerns about the proposed level of supervisory involvement of the ECOW
and consider site visits and monitoring should be undertaken more regularly than on a monthly basis, for
example NRW have indicated in their scoping response that daily monitoring of watercourse quality would
be appropriate.

 I note a HRA screening matrix has been supplied but this is not under the CCC ecology remit.

If you have any questions or seek clarification on any points please contact me. 

Kind Regards 
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Lindsey 
 
Lindsey Rendle 
Ecolegydd Cynllunio / Planning Ecologist.  
Rheoli Datblygu / Development Management 
Cyngor Sir Gaerfyrddin / Carmarthenshire County Council.  
Ty Elwyn,  
Llanelli,  
Carmarthenshire.  
SA15 3AP. 
E‐bost: LRendle@sirgar.gov.uk  
E‐Mail: LRendle@carmarthenshire.gov.uk 
Ffon / Tel: (01267) 228914 
Est / Extn: 2914 
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The Highways Planning Liaison Team has undertaken a review of the transport and planning related documents 
submitted for the proposed development PAC.  This includes: 

 Site Location Plan, 
 Design and Access Statement; and 
 Transport Statement and Construction Management Plan. 

 
Comments on the proposal and associated transport related assessments, focusing on the Transport Statement and 
Construction Management Plan (TS&CMP) are provided below. 
 
The TS&CMP was prepared by Pegasus Group on behalf of Voltalia UK Ltd (the applicant) to support the installation 
and operation of the solar farm.  It describes the access arrangements that are proposed for the construction phase and 
the forecast number of deliveries associated with it.  The TS&CMP reflects recommendations made previously by 
Carmarthenshire County Council Highways Planning Liaison. 
 
Details regarding the construction programme and activities are based on the applicants experience in developing 
similar sites elsewhere in the UK. However, a contractor will not be confirmed until planning permission is obtained.  
The precise details concerning the construction programme, delivery vehicle types and temporary internal access road 
works will need to be confirmed by the appointed contractor.  Consequently, appropriately worded planning 
conditions will be required should planning permission be granted. 
 
The applicant expects that the construction programme will take approximately 20 weeks and the TS&CMP has been 
prepared on this basis. 
 
Site Location and Access 
 
The site lies to the east of the A476 and is split into three separate parcels of land, identified as A, B and C.  
 
Access to Site A is currently provided via an existing field access on the U2309 Cilddewi Road that is approximately 
4 metres in width.  The U2309 Cilddewi Road in turn accesses the B4306 to the north via a priority tee junction.  
Visibility at the U2309 / B4306 Junction is currently substandard.  
 
Access to Site B is currently provided via an existing farm track access on to the A476. The field access consists of a 
3m wide, loose hardcore surface and is bounded by a grass verge and open fields on either side. 
 
Site C has a shared access with Site B and is accessed off an internal road that transgresses Site B known as Penderi 
Lane. 
 



The A476 Swiss Valley is approximately 7.5m in width along its length and is the main route between Llanelli to the 
south and the A48 to the north via Llannon and Upper Tumble. 
 
The B4306 connects with the A476 in the middle of the village of Llannon to the north of the access to Site B via a 
priority tee-junction.  The B4306 connects to Junction 48 of the M4 via the A4138 and to Pont Abraham Roundabout 
(M4/A48(T)/A483) via the A48.  
 
U2309 Cilddewi Road is approximately 3m wide with hedgerows on either side and is subject to a 60mph national 
speed limit. It joins with the B4306 via a priority tee-junction. 
 
Traffic Surveys (Volumes and Speeds) have been undertaken by the applicant along the A476, B4306 and U2309 to 
support the TS&CMP. 
 
Proposed Access Strategy 
 

1. Site B and C 
 
It is proposed to locate the main construction compound in Site B. This will be where all deliveries are made 
throughout the construction process. Smaller vehicles will then distribute materials and plant to Sites A and C, via 
Penderi Lane to Site C and B4306 and U2309 to Site A.   
 
At the access to Site B there is a proposal to set back any vegetation within the proposed visibility splays within the 
applicant / land owners control in order to achieve minimum visibility splays of 2.4 x 160m to the nearside kerb in 
both directions; in accordance with TAN 18 requirements.  The existing access track will be widened to 6m for the 
first 30m into the site to allow 2 vehicles to enter and exit and to prevent construction vehicles from stacking onto the 
A476. Kerbed edges will be added to contain vehicles and a bituminous surface to prevent loose material entering the 
public highway.  This access will act as the only permitted access for the initial large deliveries to the development 
site. 
 
It is proposed that access to the sites will be uncontrolled as per the extant arrangements. However, the applicant states 
that should highway officers consider it necessary, access to Sites B and C could be controlled by temporary traffic 
signals applied via the appropriate licence to implement temporary works.  A decision on whether signals are required 
can be determined once a contractor has been appointed and a final Construction Management Plan is submitted for 
approval. 
 
All construction traffic will enter and exit the site in a forward gear with appropriate space within the site compound 
for vehicles to turn and manoeuvre. It is proposed that plant and equipment can then be off loaded at Site B and then 
transported to Site A using 10m rigid HGV and agricultural vehicles as necessary which can navigate and manoeuvre 
to Site A using the local road network.  
 
Site C can be accessed from Site B via existing internal tracks and roadways. It is not proposed to route any 
construction vehicles to Site C via the U2309 Cilddewi Road. 
 

2. Site A 
 
The site access off the U2039 requires improvements to allow construction vehicles 
to pass each other along the internal access road.  The improvements are comprised of full height kerbing at 125mm 
upstand with carriageway widening to 6m in a bound surface and junction radii of 12m and 3m. 
 
The U2039 is a narrow country lane with no passing places for larger vehicles. In order for the construction traffic to 
navigate the U2309 safely and efficiently, passing places must be provided with some areas of widening. 
 
It is proposed that there will be six locations for widening and/or passing places, with all proposals being in a bound 
surface and with full height kerbs. The passing places are to be a minimum of 6m wide and vary in length. The 
passing places have been provided to allow construction vehicles to pass along the existing highway network, 
avoid head on conflicts and let traffic flow. 
 
Where passing places or alterations to the highway network require 3rd party land take, the applicant will need to liaise 
directly with the relevant land owner.  The applicant should contact CCC Highway Searches 
(HighwaySearches@carmarthenshire.gov.uk) to obtain land ownership details. 



 
Due to the visibility constraints at the junction formed by the U2039 and B4306 a Temporary Traffic Management 
(TTM) scheme will be required to accommodate construction vehicles.  The proposed TTM, which has been designed 
in accordance with Safety at Street Works and Road Works Code of Practice (October 2013), uses four advanced 
warning signs with appropriate spacing from one another in both directions along the B4306, with a signal head and 
bilingual signage closer to the junction. TTM is also proposed along the U2039 in the form of one advanced warning 
sign and signal head with bilingual signage at the junction.  
 
The B4306 and U2039 also requires improvements which consists of removing ‘stop’ signage and associated road 
markings and replacing with giveaway markings and triangle in accordance with TSRGD 2016. Widening the 
carriageway to 6m in a bound surface to allow for vehicles to wait at the junction safely with full height kerbing and 
provide junction radii of 10m and 5m. There may be a further requirement to relocate the back to back national speed 
limit and 50mph signs to suit the new kerb alignment.  
 
The applicant also explains that Banksmen and escort vehicles could be utilised as and when necessary to support and 
direct heavy and large construction vehicles entering and egressing the site to minimise the impact on the local 
highway network. 
 
Whilst the above proposals are considered appropriate final approval will be required from Carmarthenshire County 
Councils Traffic Management department.  Furthermore, any amendment or alteration of an existing public highway 
will need to be undertaken under a Section 278 Agreement of the Highways Act 1980 (and TTRO’s as necessary). 
It is the responsibility of the developer to request the Local Highway Authority to proceed with this agreement and the 
developer is advised that the total costs of entering into such an agreement, as well as the costs of undertaking any 
physical works on site, shall be met by him. 
 
 
 
 
Proposed Routing and Delivery Vehicles 
 
As requested during pre-application discussions, construction vehicles will be routed to and from Site B via the A476, 
B4306, Y Geibren, and the A48 towards Junction 49 (Pont Abraham) of the M4.  
 
The number of delivery vehicles trips forecast to travel to the site during the construction phase will be low at circa 
one delivery trip per hour.  It is considered that the A476 and the local highway network (with the proposed 
improvements in place) are appropriate to accommodate the forecast trips to the site. 
 
Site working hours will be 08:00hrs to 20:00hrs Monday to Saturday. Deliveries will be outside of the traditional 
weekday peak hours (i.e. 10:00hrs to 16:00hrs or 18:00 to 20:00hrs). 
 
The construction of the Solar Park will not require any equipment / components to be delivered by abnormal load 
vehicles.  The forecast construction traffic movements are outlined in Table 1 below. 
 



Table 1 – Forecast Construction Traffic Movements 
 

 
 
 

Site Layout and Parking 
 
Whilst the layout of the site during the construction phase will depend on the contractor, who has yet to be appointed, 
the applicant states the following: 
 

 There is sufficient space within the site to allow the construction compound to remain in place throughout the 
entire construction phase; with no requirement for external operation or storage of construction materials, 
machinery or vehicles. 

 No parking by contractors, visitors or delivery vehicles will be permitted on any roads in the vicinity of the 
site or the access track leading to the site compound during the construction phase. 

 Visitors will be advised of the parking arrangements in advance of the travelling to the site. 
 Parking will be monitored by the site manager up to 4 times a day. 
 Precise details regarding the turning of articulated lorries within the site cannot be completed until a proposed 

compound plan is drawn up by the appointed contractor. 
 
The provision of the above and proposed construction traffic routing will need to be covered by an appropriately 
worded planning condition. 
 
Notwithstanding the above, the solar farm layout will include permanent four-metre-wide access tracks throughout the 
site allowing for the movement of construction and maintenance vehicles. These will be completed during the initial 
stages of construction, so temporary haul routes will not be necessary.  The internal access tracks will be constructed 
of graded stone on top of permeable matting. 
 
If ground conditions dictate, wheel washing facilities will be provided at the contractor’s compound or close to the 
three site accesses onto the local highway network.  Wheel wash facilities will be provided in the form of a portable 
automated high-pressure washer with motion sensors to conserve water. 
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Planning and Noise 
 
1. What is the aim of the guidance?  
The purpose of this document is to provide advice for developers and consultants who are involved with 
developments where planning permission is required and noise is a consideration. This document is for 
information purposes only and will hopefully provide helpful and concise advice for developers with 
regards to noise at the planning stage.  This guidance does not consider every type of development and 
noise source.   

 
2. When is a noise survey and report required?  
A noise survey and report may be required for a pre planning application or full planning application. A 
noise survey and report is likely to be required if:  
 
 the proposed development will be sensitive to noise and is likely to be affected by existing noise 

sources. For example, a housing development near to a busy road, railway or commercial activity.  
 the proposed development will create noise which may affect nearby noise sensitive properties. 

For example, a new commercial activity near existing residential properties.  
 

3. What is the advantage of considering noise at the planning stage? 

• the source of noise is fully understood and quantified  
• all nearby noise sensitive receptors have been identified  
• the impact on any receptors has been determined with reference to noise standards  
• control measures are detailed when necessary to reduce noise to acceptable levels. For example, 

the installation of different glazing so that internal noise standards are met. 
 
Whilst we appreciate that giving such consideration to noise as part of the planning application process can 
be costly and timely to the developer, it is proven that the costs of remedying any noise problems after a 
development has been completed are likely to be much higher.  
 
  
5. Who can undertake a noise assessment and provide a report?  
A noise survey must be carried out by a suitably qualified acoustic consultant. A list of consultants can be 
obtained from:  
 www.association-of-noise-consultants.co.uk, Tel: 01727 896092  
 www.ioa.org.uk, Tel: 01727 848195  
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6. Example of the information that should be included in the noise survey report include:  

• The reason for and scope of the report  
• Description of the proposed development 
• Outline of the Proposed operation hours of proposed development and site activities including 

delivery times (if applicable) 
• Location plan of proposed development and likely receptors, specifying distances between the both 
• Qualification/experiences of the person doing the noise assessment.  
• Equipment used and calibration details/certificates 
• Noise Monitoring Methodology used including location of noise monitoring, equipment used, 

weather conditions, method used to monitor weather conditions, standards followed e.g 
BS4142:2014 “Methods for rating and assessing industrial and commercial sound” 

• Reasons for deviations from standard methods  
• Predicted noise levels from proposed development including full prediction methodology 
• Proposed noise impact from proposed development on existing noise sensitive properties, or 

proposed impact of existing noise sources on proposed noise sensitive properties  

• Full table of results  
• Comparison of survey results with noise standards  
• Recommendations for noise control measures if needed N.B. This is important part of a Noise 

Assessment  
• Full calculations demonstrating the likely noise reduction from control measures that will be 

implemented  
 

 
8. Does the Council have any noise standards for developments?  
It is the responsibility of Carmarthenshire County Council to ensure that any new developments within 
Carmarthenshire do not negatively impact on the amenity of existing or proposed residential properties.  

Please note that the aim of considering noise at the planning stage is not to prevent a Statutory Nuisance 
but to protect the amenity of the existing or new residential properties. Therefore in order to achieve this, 
the following standards are ones that we would generally recommend to the Planning Authority. The 
comments Environmental Health provide to the planning department are recommendations only. It is up 
to the Local Planning Authority whether or not they include these recommendation in the planning 
permission/refusal.   

 

Construction/demolition works 

Construction or demolition works should only be undertaken between the following times, unless prior 
written consent is received from the Local Authority: 

Monday to Friday – 7:30 – 18:00 

Saturday – 08:00 – 14:00 

No noise generating works shall be carried out on Sunday, bank or public holidays. 
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Some applications will be subject to undertaking a noise assessment to determine the likely impact of 
construction/demolition noise on noise sensitive properties. This assessment should be undertaken in 
accordance with BS5228:2009 “Code of Practice for noise and vibration control on construction and open 
sites.” The assessment should also include mitigation measures that will be employed to ensure that the 
noise is kept to as low as practicable.  

For further guidance regarding what information should be included in a noise assessment relating to 
construction work please follow this link: 

 http://www.carmarthenshire.gov.wales/media/718368/Noise_complaint_section_61_information.pdf 

 

 

Residential Developments 

New or converted residential developments should meet the following internal noise limits: 

Bedrooms (23:00 – 07:00): 30dB LAeq and 45LAmax 

Living rooms (07:00 – 23:00): 35dB LAeq 

Gardens and outdoor amenity areas (07:00 – 23:00): 50dB LAeq  

These limits have been derived from the World Health Organisation guidelines for community noise and 
“BS8233:2014 Guidance on sound insulation and noise reduction for buildings.” 

 

Entertainment Venues 

Developments associated with premises used for public entertainment, including clubs, pubs, bars, 
restaurants and other recreational uses such as wedding venues, may also require a Premises License 
(Licensing Act 2003) and the applicant should approach the Licensing Authority as early as possible to 
ensure that the proposed final use of the premises complies with their Licensing Policy. 

Additionally these developments can pose particular difficulties, not least because associated activities are 
often at their peak in the evening and late at night. Therefore developers need to bear in mind that noise is 
generated within the premises and also the attendant problems of noise that may be made by customers 
in the vicinity. Disturbance that can be caused by traffic and associated car parking should not be 
underestimated.  

Please contact the Environmental Health Section for further advice 

http://www.carmarthenshire.gov.wales/home/business/licensing-permits/alcohol-
entertainment.aspx#.WhbrxOa7LIU 

 

 

Industrial/commercial/fixed plant 

Some industrial, commercial and fixed plant/machinery are likely to give rise to noise disturbance to 
nearby residents. The assessment that should be used to determine the likely impact on noise sensitive 

http://www.carmarthenshire.gov.wales/media/718368/Noise_complaint_section_61_information.pdf
http://www.carmarthenshire.gov.wales/home/business/licensing-permits/alcohol-entertainment.aspx#.WhbrxOa7LIU
http://www.carmarthenshire.gov.wales/home/business/licensing-permits/alcohol-entertainment.aspx#.WhbrxOa7LIU
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properties is BS4142 Methods for rating and assessing industrial and commercial sound. This assessment 
determines the likely noise impact by comparing the rating noise level from the proposed development 
with the background noise levels of the locality. 

Typically we would recommend that the rating noise level of developments should not exceed the existing 
background noise level, however should the assessment conclude: 

- that the rating level is between 0 – 5dB above background noise level, the noise assessment should 
demonstrate that all reasonable practical mitigation measures have been applied and the 
assessment’s conclusion includes context in accordance with BS4142 Methods for rating and 
assessing industrial and commercial sound. 

- that the rating level is 5dB above background noise level, it is likely that we would object to the 
planning application.  

 

Extraction Systems 

Often take away, restaurants, cafés require an extraction system. Environmental Health and Licensing may 
require a noise assessment to be submitted with such developments, depending on the scale of the 
proposed extraction system and proximity of proposed system to residential properties. The assessment 
required will need to be undertaken in accordance with BS4142 Methods for rating and assessing industrial 
and commercial sound.  

Environmental Health and Licensing will also require manufacturer details providing the sound power level 
and sound pressure level at a given distance from the manufacturer of the proposed extraction system 
with every application submitted. We will also require the proposed location of such system. 

 

Dog breeding/boarding kennels 

Noise from these establishments can have a negative impact on the amenity of nearby residential 
properties. Therefore, applications for such establishments will need to be accompanied with a noise 
impact assessment and mitigation plan. It is recognised that there is no specific assessment that relates to 
such developments, therefore it is recommended that the principles of BS4142 Methods for rating and 
assessing industrial and commercial sound are employed. Due to the nature of barking dog noise the LAmax 

indicator should also be included within the assessment.  A noise management plan should be included to 
detail ways in which the kennels will be managed to ensure that the level of noise is kept to a minimum, 
such as limiting feeding times, limiting visiting times, limiting time the dogs are permitted outdoors. 

 

Solar Farms 

Noise impact associated with solar farms may arise from the electrical equipment, inverters and 
transformers, typically housed in enclosures or containers around the site. Usually, for developments of 
this nature, a BS4142 type condition limiting the noise rating level not to exceed background would be 
applied. 
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Wind Turbines 

The Authority has published detailed guidance outlining what needs to be considered when submitting 
planning applications for wind turbines. The guidance document can be found following this link 
https://www.carmarthenshire.gov.wales/media/4826/wind_turbine_guidance.pdf 

 

Model Conditions 

This document sets out suggested planning conditions, which are not a “one size fits all” for every 
development but offer a guide for the use of planning conditions in the determination of planning 
applications. The list is not exhaustive and there may not be a condition that fits a particular circumstance 
or topic. A bespoke condition may be required or a condition amended to make it more appropriate to the 
development proposed. 

 

1. The rating level of the noise emitted from the proposed development shall not exceed the existing 
background noise level. The noise levels shall be determined at the nearest noise sensitive premises 
or at another location that is deemed suitable by the authority. Measurements and assessments 
shall be made in accordance with BS 4142: 2014 Methods for rating and assessing industrial and 
commercial sound. Where the background noise levels shall be expressed as LA90 1hr and the 
ambient noise levels shall be expressed at Laeq 1hr. 

 

2. At the written request of the Local Planning Authority, the operator within a period of 1 month 
shall undertake and submit to the authority a noise assessment conforming to BS 4142: 2014 
Methods for rating and assessing industrial and commercial sound to determine whether noise 
arising from development exceeds the level specified in condition 1 above. The assessment shall be 
undertaken under the supervision of the Local Authority. In the event that Condition 1 is exceeded 
then the submitted survey shall also include mitigation measures to ensure compliance with the 
noise level specified in condition 1. The development shall then be undertaken in accordance with 
the approved details. 

 

3. No deliveries shall be taken at or dispatched from the site between the hours of 23:00 through to 
07:00 and not at any time on Sundays, Bank or Public Holidays to protect the hours of sleep. 

 

4. The use hereby permitted shall not operate other than between the hours of hh:mm and hh:mm 
Monday to Friday, hh:mm and hh:mm on Saturdays and hh:mm and hh:mm on Sundays and not at 
any time on public or bank holidays. 

 

5. A Noise Impact Assessment (NIA) should be undertaken in order to predict the effect of the 
development as a whole on the surrounding area. The NIA should rank the noisiest items of 
services/plant/equipment and associated activities, their location on a plan and the duration of the 
specific noise and the predicted noise level at the various noise sensitive properties.   

https://www.carmarthenshire.gov.wales/media/4826/wind_turbine_guidance.pdf
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6. A Noise Management Plan should be submitted to the Authority prior to commencing the 
development.  The Management Plan should address the construction phase of the proposed 
development and will include the noisiest phases arranged in terms of loudness, the duration of the 
phases and details of mitigation measures to be employed to minimise the noise during 
construction on the nearby residential site. The plan shall comply with the guidance found in the 
BS5228 Noise Vibration and Control on Construction and Open Sites. 

 

7. During the demolition and construction phases, no works or demolition or construction shall take 
place other than within the hours of XX – XX Monday – Friday, Saturday XX – XX and not at all on 
Sundays, Bank or Public Holidays. 

 

8. As the proposed developments are situated in a primarily residential area, it is recommended to 
minimise noise disturbance that the construction work be undertaken in compliance with BS 5228 
Noise Vibration and Control on Construction and Open Sites. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

Public Health Services/Public Protection Division 
 

 Homes and Safer Communities 
 
 

 
M E M O R A N D U M 

 
TO:   Head of Planning 
 
FROM:    Chris Flattery, Public Health Services 
 
OUR REF: 148770  YOUR REF:      PA/16279 
 
 
 
DATE:  28/08/19 
 
SUBJECT: PA/16279  
Penderi Solar Farm 
 
 
 
 
I refer to your Pre-Planning Consultation and based on the application details 
provided I confirm that Public Protection has the following comments to make 
– 

An assessment of glint and glare is to be submitted by the applicant. This 
assessment needs to consider the likely reflective capacity of all of the 
materials used in the construction of the solar panels, with particular reference 
to the face of the solar PV panel, and the likely lines of reflection relative to 
the suns trajectory. 
 
Reason: To ensure that the amenities of occupiers of other premises in the 
vicinity are protected. 

 
Please note that reflected light from the solar panels would fall outside of the 
light nuisance statutory nuisance legislation pertaining to the Environmental 
Protection Act, 1990, S.80 as this only covers artificial light.  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
, I can confirm this section would require further details in relation to the nature of the 
proposed commercial activity prior to providing comments in relation to the said 
application. 
 
These comments do not prejudice any Environmental Health enforcement action 
required as a result of the proposals, therefore it is important that any development 
does comply with all Environmental Health legislation, particularly that of statutory 
nuisance under the Environmental Protection Act 1990.  
 



VOLTALIA UK LTD 
BLAENHIRAETH FARM  
CONSULTATION REPORT 
 

 
JANUARY 2020 | GRO | BRS.4254   
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Mae Gwasanaeth Amgylchedd Hanesyddol Llywodraeth Cymru (Cadw) yn hyrwyddo  
gwaith cadwraeth ar gyfer amgylchedd hanesyddol Cymru a gwerthfawrogiad ohono. 
 
The Welsh Government Historic Environment Service (Cadw) promotes the  conservation  
and appreciation of Wales’s historic environment.  
 
Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg ac yn Saesneg. 
We welcome correspondence in both English and Welsh. 

 

  

 

  

Gareth Roberts 
Pegasus Group 
 
By email: 
gareth.roberts@pegasusgroup.co.uk 

Eich cyfeirnod 
Your reference 
 

CV/GRO/BRS.4254 

Ein cyfeirnod 
Our reference 
 

DH 

Dyddiad 
Date 

1 October 2019 

Llinell uniongyrchol 
Direct line   
 

0300 0256004 

Ebost 
Email: 

cadwplanning@gov.wales 

Dear Mr Roberts 
 
Proposed Renewable energy scheme at Penderi, Blaenhiraeth Farm, 
Llangennech, Llanelli, SA14 8PX 
 
Thank you for your letter of 7 August 2019 consulting us in advance of submitting the 
above application for a development of national significance (DNS).  
 
Advice 
Having carefully considered the information provided, we have no objections to the 
impact of the proposed development on the scheduled monuments or listed buildings.  
 
Our assessment of the application is given below. 
 
Our role 
Details about our role in the DNS process are available online. 
 
National Policy   
Applications for planning permission are considered in light of the Welsh Government’s 
land use planning policy and guidance contained in Planning Policy Wales (PPW), 
Conservation Principles for the Sustainable Management of the Historic Environment in 
Wales, Technical Advice Notes and related guidance.   
 
PPW (Chapter 6 – The Historic Environment) explains that is important that the planning 
system looks to protect, conserve and enhance the significance of historic assets. This 
will include consideration of the setting of an historic asset which might extend beyond 
its curtilage.  Any change that impacts on an historic asset or its setting should be 
managed in a sensitive and sustainable way. 
 
Assessment  
A heritage desk-based assessment prepared by Cotswold Archaeology is included 
with the documents that will be submitted with the application. The assessment 
identifies that the following scheduled monuments and listed buildings are located 
inside 2km of the proposed development but, apart from Listed Building 21088, 
intervening topography, buildings and vegetation will block all views between them. 
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Consequently the proposed development will have no impact on any scheduled 
monument or their settings or the setting of any listed building. 
 
Scheduled Monuments CM192 Bryn Maen Standing Stone, CM265 St David's 
Colliery, CM266 Penprys Pit Engine House, CM274 Section of former 
Carmarthenshire Railway, Felinfoel and CM281 Horeb Brickworks 
 
Listed Buildings  
1871 II* Church of St Non,  1081 II Railings and Gates of St Non's Church,  1082 II 
Gravestone with Railings within St Non's Churchyard,  11881 II Drinking Fountain,  
18428 II The Old School, 1094 II The Old Vicarage,  21088 II Bridge over Afon 
Morlais,  21099 II Goitre Wen Farmhouse with adjacent Walled Yards and Garden,  
21100 II Goitre Wen Stables and Domestic Offices,  21101 II Goitre Wen Farmyard: 
Cart sheds and Styes,  21102 II Goitre Wen Farmyard: Barn Range,  20530 II 
Cwmllethryd Fawr Farm,  20539 II Ty'r Heol Farm and 21091 II Milestone near 
Penderi  
 
The proposed development will have a direct impact on the grade II listed bridge 
over Afon Morlais. This will be addressed through the application for listed building 
consent and in the first instance Carmarthenshire County Council’s Conservation 
Officer should consulted on this matter. 
 
The impact of the proposed development on non-designated heritage assets has 
also been considered in the heritage desk-based assessment and no significant 
direct impacts have been identified. The settings of two non-designated historic 
buildings Llwynon House and Blaenhiraeth Farmhouse have been assessed. This 
has concluded that the changes caused by the proposed development to the setting 
of Llwynon House will not harm its significance. The proposed development will have 
an impact on the setting of Blaenhiraeth Farmhouse as it will introduce solar panels 
into the fields associated with it, however, the field boundaries will be maintained. 
This will cause a slight, but not significant impact on the way this non-designated 
historic building is experienced, understood and appreciated. 
 
The heritage desk-based assessment does have a number of errors in regard to 
current legislation in Wales which will need to be corrected before the application is 
submitted. In particular, it is noted that Planning Policy Wales Edition 7 (2014) is 
included in Section 7, whilst Planning Policy Wales Edition 9 (2016) is referred to in 
Table Appendix 1.1 and the quote given in Section 2.6 is incorrectly referenced. 
Planning Policy Wales Edition 10 (2018) is the version of this document which 
contains the policies that the application will be considered against.  
 
Finally, Appendix 1 of the heritage desk-based assessment notes the general 
principles of heritage impact assessment, a structured process which is required to 
be followed in order to produce a heritage impact statement that should be submitted 
with an application for listed building consent. The heritage desk-based assessment 
does not follow this process, which is not a requirement for assessments submitted 
with a planning application, but a heritage impact assessment summarised in a 
heritage impact statement will need to be submitted in support of the application for 
listed building consent.   

 



 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Denise Harris 
Casework Manager 
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200 Lichfield Lane 
Berry Hill 
Mansfield 
Nottinghamshire 
NG18 4RG 
 
Tel:  01623 637 119 (Planning Enquiries) 
  
Email:  planningconsultation@coal.gov.uk 
 
Web:   www.gov.uk/coalauthority 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
For the Attention of: Mr G Roberts - Associate 
Pegasus Group 
 
[By Email: penderi@pegasusgroup.co.uk]  
 
22 August 2019 
  
Dear Mr Roberts 
 
Penderi Solar Farm, Llangennech, SA14 8PX 
The Planning (Wales) Act 2015 
The Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 
Consultation before applying for Planning Permission 
 
Thank you for your consultation letter of 07 August 2019 seeking the views of The Coal 
Authority on the above consultation. 
 
I have checked the site location boundary provided against our information and confirm that 
the proposed application site does fall within the defined Development High Risk Area; 
specifically the site is within an area of thick coal seam outcrops which may have been 
historically worked in the past. 
 
However taking into consideration the proposed development (temporary development) and 
the coal mining risks affecting this site it is unlikely that this development will result in 
significant groundworks and consequential loading placed on the ground by the solar panels 
will be less than for other forms of development.  Therefore as part of any formal planning 
application, we do not consider that requiring a Coal Mining Risk Assessment would be 
proportionate to the nature of this proposal. 
 
However, if planning permission is granted, in the interest of public safety we would expect 
the Local Planning Authority to add our Informative Note to the Decision Notice. 
  

mailto:planningconsultation@coal.gov.uk
http://www.gov.uk/coalauthority
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Please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like to discuss this matter further. 
 
Yours sincerely  

D Roberts  

Deb Roberts M.Sc. MRTPI 

Planning Liaison Manager 

 
 
Disclaimer 
 
The above consultation response is provided by The Coal Authority as a Statutory Consultee 
and is based upon the latest available data on the date of the response, and electronic 
consultation records held by The Coal Authority since 1 April 2013.  The comments made 
are also based upon only the information provided to The Coal Authority by the Local 
Planning Authority and/or has been published on the Council's website for consultation 
purposes in relation to this specific planning application.  The views and conclusions 
contained in this response may be subject to review and amendment by The Coal Authority 
if additional or new data/information (such as a revised Coal Mining Risk Assessment) is 
provided by the Local Planning Authority or the Applicant for consultation purposes. 
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Mr Gareth Roberts 
Pegasus Group 
First Floor  
South Wing 
Equinox North 
Great Park Road 
Bristol 
BS32 4QL 
  
  
Annwyl / Dear Mr Roberts 
 
Proposal:  Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) 

Order 2016.  Consultation before applying for planning 
permission.  Renewable energy scheme with the main 
elements comprising construction, installation, operation 
and decommissioning of a solar farm. 

 
Site Address:  Penderi Solar Farm, Llangennech, SA14 8PX. 
   
Thank you for consulting Cyfoeth Naturiol Cymru / Natural Resources Wales (NRW) 
on the above Development of National Significance pre-application consultation, 
which we received on 07 August 2019. 
 
We note that the proposed development comprises of the installation of a ground 
mounted solar farm with a maximum design capacity of 38MWp (megawatts peak) 
and electrical connection infrastructure.  In addition, we note the inclusion of a 
secondary consent to obtain Listed Building Consent for the laying of cables through 
the concrete overlay on Cilddewi Bridge. 
 
In summary: 

• We have concerns with the proposals which can be readily resolved through 
the submission of an appropriate Construction Environment Management 
Plan and amendments to the Construction Ecological Management Plan.   

• We have identified a few errors within the supporting documentation which 
should be revised prior to formal submission.   

 
Please note that our comments are made purely on the information contained within 
the submission, they are without prejudice to any comments we may subsequently 
wish to make, including upon receipt of further or more detailed information, which 

 
Maes Newydd 
Llandarcy  
Neath Port Talbot 
SA10 6JQ 
 
Ebost/Email: 
swplanning@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk 
Ffôn/Phone: 0300 065 3281 
 
Ein cyf/Our ref: CAS-97103-M1F1 

  Eich cyf/Your ref:  CV/GRO/BRS.4254 

 
Dyddiad/Date: 26 September 2019 
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we may need to consider in making formal comments, or determining any associated 
permit/licence applications i.e. European Protected Species Licence. 
 

1. Protected Sites and Habitat Regulations Assessment 
 
As correctly identified within the Chapter 7 of the Environment Statement (ES) the 
Afon Morlais and tributary to the Afon Dafen traverse the site and provide a direct 
hydrological link from the development site to the Carmarthen Bay and Estuaries 
Special Area of Conservation (SAC), the Burry Inlet Special Protection Area (SPA), 
the Burry Inlet Ramsar and the Burry Inlet and Loughor Estuary Site of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI). 
 
There are instances within the ES and supporting Technical Appendices where this 
hydrological link, is not acknowledged, for example, the HRA Screening Matrix 
contained within Appendix 7.4.  We advise that these discrepancies are rectified as 
part of any future submissions. 
 
As you are aware The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 
requires the competent authority, before authorising a project likely to have a 
significant effect on a European protected site, to undertake an appropriate 
assessment of the implications for that site in view of its conservation objectives.     
 
The applicant of a Development of National Significance must provide the competent 
authority with such information as may reasonably be required for the purposes of 
the assessment or to enable them to determine whether an appropriate assessment 
is required.  This information normally takes the form of a Habitat Regulations 
Assessment (HRA).   
 
We note within Chapter 7.6 of the ES (Paragraphs 7.6.4 and 7.6.12) that direct 
impacts on these protected sites are not anticipated due to the incorporation of buffer 
zones along all watercourses on site and restrictions on construction timings.  
However, we do not believe that these statements are robust enough.  We advise 
that detailed information would need to be provided on pollution prevention 
measures to be employed on site, in the form of a Construction Environmental 
Management Plan (CEMP).  This should then be detailed within the HRA Screening 
Matrix for consideration by the competent authority. 
 
Specific advice on the CEMP and otter, a feature of the Carmarthen Bay and 
Estuaries SAC are provided in the relevant sections below. 
 
Regarding the Burry Inlet SPA, we welcome the breeding and wintering bird surveys 
included in Appendix 7.2 and 7.3 of the ES.  As previously advised we are satisfied 
with the level of survey work undertaken and note that Grey Plover, a feature of the 
SPA, were only identified on site during one survey.  Following our comments 
provided at the scoping stage we note that confirmation on the timings of the 
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wintering bird surveys in relation to high tide have now been provided.  Based on this 
additional information we welcome the findings of the report which conclude that 
Grey Plover were using the site opportunistically and therefore the development is 
unlikely to impact the SPA.     
 

2. Protected Species 
 
We are satisfied with the level of survey effort as outlined in Appendix 7.1 Extended 
Phase 1 Survey and note that the site and/or habitat adjacent to the site is used by 
dormice, otters, bats and badgers.  The presence of water vole and great crested 
newt have been scoped out. 
 
Our specific comments on the individual protected species are provided below. 
 

2.1 Dormice 
 
We note from Paragraph 4.5.14 of the Phase 1 Extended Survey that the presence 
of dormice is confirmed within Gelli-Wernen Wood.  Due to good connectivity and 
abundant suitable habitat, the presence of dormice on site is also assumed. 
 
We note and welcome the Construction Phase Prescriptions as outlined in Section 4 
of the Construction Ecological Management Plan (CEcMP) (Appendix 7.5) and the 
Operational Phase Prescriptions as outlined in Section 4 of the Landscape 
Ecological Management Plan (LEMP) (Appendix 7.6).  Provided the scheme is 
implemented in accordance with the CEcMP and LEMP we offer no adverse 
comments in respect of the potential impact on dormice.  However, a European 
Protected Species (EPS) licence in relation to dormice is required for this 
development.  
  
Development should not be commenced until the applicant has been granted a 
licence by NRW pursuant to Regulation 55 of the Conservation of Habitats and 
Species Regulations (2017) authorising the specified activity/ development to go 
ahead. To undertake the works within the law, you can obtain further information on 
the need for a licence from NRW on 0300 065 3000, or at 
https://naturalresources.wales/permits-and-permissions/protected-species-
licensing/european-protected-species-licensing/information-on-european-protected-
species-licensing/?lang=en . 
 

2.2 Otter 
 
We note from Paragraph 4.5.15 of the Phase 1 Extended Survey that no signs of 
otter were recorded during the survey however, the presence of otter on the Afon 
Morlais is confirmed by several records.  Due to the presence of suitable on-site 
habitats, such as tributaries, ditches, hedgerows and woodland, the presence of otter 
on site is assumed.   

https://naturalresources.wales/permits-and-permissions/protected-species-licensing/european-protected-species-licensing/information-on-european-protected-species-licensing/?lang=en#_blank
https://naturalresources.wales/permits-and-permissions/protected-species-licensing/european-protected-species-licensing/information-on-european-protected-species-licensing/?lang=en#_blank
https://naturalresources.wales/permits-and-permissions/protected-species-licensing/european-protected-species-licensing/information-on-european-protected-species-licensing/?lang=en#_blank
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We welcome the commitment that no artificial lighting will be used on site during both 
the construction and operational phases of development.  We also welcome the 
general mitigation measures detailed in the CEcMP (Section 4) and the LEMP 
(Section 4).  However, as otters are a feature of the Carmarthen Bay and Estuaries 
SAC, as a precaution, we advise that the following good practice measures are also 
incorporated into the CEcMP and carried out on site during the construction phase: 

i. Construction materials will be stored well away from any watercourse and 
in a way that prevents otters gaining access or using them to rest in (for 
example, pipe ends will be capped or covered); 

ii. Any trenches that are left open overnight will have planks of wood placed 
at regular intervals to allow otters a way out; and 

iii. All tools, food, litter and construction materials and packaging that may 
constitute a hazard to otters will be removed daily from the site. 

 
2.3 Bats 

 
We note that it is not intended to remove any buildings or trees with bat potential 
from the site, which we support.  
 
We welcome the indication that there will be a fenced-off buffer zone between all 
hedgerows and watercourses on site. We also welcome the commitment that no 
artificial lighting will be used on site during both the construction and operational 
phases of development.  Again, provided the scheme is implemented in accordance 
with the CEcMP and LEMP we offer no adverse comments in respect of the potential 
impact on bats. 
 
Please note that our specific comments in respect of the Secondary Consent and the 
tracking of cables across the Cilddewi Bridge are provided below. 
 
In addition, please note that if the design of the scheme changes in a way that 
necessitates interference with the habitat or resting places of protected species to a 
larger extent than currently described, or if construction of the scheme is delayed 
beyond the two-year validity of protected species surveys, updated/further surveys 
may become necessary. 
 

3. Wintering and Breeding Birds 
 
We welcome the breeding and wintering bird surveys included in Appendix 7.2 and 
7.3 of the ES.  We are satisfied with the level of survey work undertaken and note 
that 51 species of birds were identified. 
 
We welcome the CEcMP and note that Section PR4: Installation of Habitat 
Enhancements indicates that scrapes will be excavated for breeding/wintering birds.  
We also welcome the LEMP and note that Section PR2: Improvement of Hedgerows 
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and Section PR7: Management of Ground Nesting Bird Areas relate to the proposed 
mitigation in respect of habitat management for ground nesting birds.  We advise 
that these measures are discussed in further detail with the Local Planning Authority.  
 

4. Protection of Controlled Waters 
 
We welcome and support the proposals to retain a 15m buffer between the 
development and the Afon Morlais and the Afon Dafen tributaries, a 7m buffer 
between development and any watercourse on site and a 4m buffer for any 
ephermal watercourses on site.  Following our previous correspondence, we note 
that these buffer distances have now been applied consistently throughout the ES.  
We have identified one discrepancy within the main ES Section 7.6.103 where 
reference to the 7m buffer has been omitted.  This should be included for 
completeness.  
 
We wish to note that Appendix 7.5 has been incorrectly referenced as a Construction 
Environmental Management Plan (CEMP).  This should be relabelled as the 
Construction Ecological Management Plan (CEcMP) and all references to it 
amended accordingly. 
 
Notwithstanding the above we welcome the commitment within the CEcMP, Section 
1.1.4 that a CEMP will be produced for the site and will address the issues raised by 
NRW in our scoping response dated 12 April 2019.   
 
We welcome the generic pollution prevention measures outlined in CEcMP Section 
PR1 (Buffer Zones, Pollution Prevention and Silt) however, given the sensitivity of 
the site and its hydrological link to protected sites it is imperative that a CEMP is 
produced for the site and submitted as part of any formal application submission.   
 
With regard to the CEMP we note that there is great emphasis throughout the ES 
and Technical Appendices that pollution incidents are unlikely to occur due to 
proximity to watercourses (relating to non-development buffers) and the timing of 
construction works during the summer months.  Whilst we welcome the provision of 
the buffers and restricted timings for construction we wish to re-iterate that this does 
not negate the need to include appropriate preventative pollution measures on site 
from site clearance/preparation through to construction.  We advise that 
precautionary pollution prevention measures be installed prior to site preparation and 
construction, such as sediment fencing, as dry conditions cannot be guaranteed.   
 
As previously highlighted reference should also be made within the CEMP to a 
monitoring programme for all watercourses on site.  As a minimum, they should be 
checked daily or more frequently dependent on the nature/location of works.  
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5. Flood Risk and Surface Water Management 
 
The Flood Consequence Assessment notes that the site is located in Zone A, as 
defined by the development advice map, referred to under Technical Advice Note 
(TAN) 15 Development and Flood Risk (July 2004).  Whilst we offer no adverse 
comments in respect of flood risks we strongly advise contacting the Lead Local 
Flood Authority, in this instance Carmarthenshire County Council, to ensure they 
have no knowledge of localised flooding within or near the site.  They will also be 
able to advise on the proposed surface water management scheme for the site and 
any requirements in respect of ordinary watercourse crossings. 
 

6. Secondary Consents 
 
The proposed secondary consent involves the laying of cables through the concrete 
overlay on Cilddewi Bridge, which has been identified as having potential to support 
roosting bats.  Whilst no bats/evidence of bats was identified during the recent 
survey we support the commitments within the CEcMP (Paragraphs 4.1.43-4.1.46) 
and note that further activity surveys will be carried out prior to any work to the 
bridge.  Should bats or evidence of bats be found then NRW should be contacted 
immediately and a licence obtained prior to works commencing. 
 
Our comments above only relate specifically to matters that are included on our 
checklist Natural Resources Wales and Planning Consultations (September 2018) 
which is published on our website at this link 
(https://naturalresources.wales/guidance-and-advice/business-sectors/planning-and-
development/our-role-in-planning-and-development/our-role-in-planning-and-
development/?lang=en).  We have not considered potential effects on other matters 
and do not rule out the potential for the proposed development to affect other 
interests, including environmental interests of local importance.  
 
The applicant should be advised that, in addition to planning permission, it is their 
responsibility to ensure that they secure all other permits/consents relevant to their 
development. 
 
I hope these comments are of assistance. If you have any queries, or if you require 
any further information, please do not hesitate to contact us at the above address. 
 
Yn ddiffuant / Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Bonnie Palmer 
 
Uwch Gynghorydd - Cynllunio Datblygu 
Senior Advisor - Development Planning 

https://naturalresources.wales/guidance-and-advice/business-sectors/planning-and-development/our-role-in-planning-and-development/our-role-in-planning-and-development/?lang=en
https://naturalresources.wales/guidance-and-advice/business-sectors/planning-and-development/our-role-in-planning-and-development/our-role-in-planning-and-development/?lang=en
https://naturalresources.wales/guidance-and-advice/business-sectors/planning-and-development/our-role-in-planning-and-development/our-role-in-planning-and-development/?lang=en


VOLTALIA UK LTD 
BLAENHIRAETH FARM  
CONSULTATION REPORT 
 

 
JANUARY 2020 | GRO | BRS.4254   
 

 
 

APPENDIX 18 
 

THE HEALTH AND SAFETY EXECUTIVE 
 



1

Gareth Roberts

From: Dave.Adams2@hse.gov.uk on behalf of NSIP.Applications@hse.gov.uk
Sent: 25 September 2019 14:43
To: Pegasus Penderi Solar Park
Subject: DNS - Penderi Solar farm - Pre-application consultation HSE Response

Categories: Consultation

Dear Pegasus Group, 
 
Thank you for your letter dated 7th August 2019 consulting HSE before applying for planning permission for the 
Penderi Solar Farm. Unfortunately, your letter was sent to the wrong location. All DNS (and NSIP) related 
correspondence for HSE should be sent to our designated email at nsip.applications@hse.gov.uk or, if hard copy, to 
Mr. Dave Adams, NSIP Applications, 1.2 Redgrave Court, Merton Road, Bootle, Merseyside, L20 7HS and not to any 
other HSE location. We did not receive this letter until 10th September.    
 
The proposed project redline areas fall within HSE public safety zones associated with Major Accident Hazard 
Pipeline(s): 
 

 28 Feeder Herbrandston to Aberdulais pipeline [Transco ref: 2768, HSE ref 14315] 
 Duffryn Clydach / Pontyates (VW040) [Transco ref: 1575, HSE ref 4132603] 

                 
Providing there will be no development which introduces populations within these HSE public safety zones, HSE does 
not advise against the proposed project. 
 
There are currently no Major Hazard Installations in the vicinity of the proposed project. 
                 
Should a new Major Accident Hazard Pipeline be introduced, or existing Pipeline modified, prior to the determination 
of the present application, then the HSE reserves the right to revise its advice. 
 
If prior to the determination of the present application, a Hazardous Substances Consent be granted for a new Major 
Hazard Installation or a Hazardous Substances Consent is varied for an existing Major Hazard Installation in the 
vicinity of the proposed project, then HSE reserves the right to revise its advice. 
 
There are no licensed explosive sites in the vicinity. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Dave Adams 

Dave.MHPD.Adams  

Major Hazards Policy – Chemicals & Land Use Planning I Chemicals, Explosives & Microbiological Hazards 
Division I Health and Safety Executive. 

Please note that on 24/9/18 I moved to 1.2 Redgrave Court. 

1.2 Redgrave Court, Merton Road, Bootle, Merseyside L20 7HS 

+44 (0) 20 3028 3408 dave.mhpd.adams@hse.gov.uk  

www.hse.gov.uk | http://hse.gov.uk/landuseplanning 

***************************************************************************************************************** 

Please note : Incoming and outgoing email messages are routinely monitored for compliance with our policy on the use of electronic 
communications and may be automatically logged, monitored and / or recorded for lawful purposes by the GSI service provider. 
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Interested in Occupational Health and Safety information?  

Please visit the HSE website at the following address to keep yourself up to date  

  

www.hse.gov.uk 

  

***************************************************************************************************************** 

  

  



COPYRIGHT  
The contents of this document must not be copied or reproduced in whole or in part without the written consent of 
Pegasus Group. Crown copyright. All rights reserved, Licence number 100042093

www.pegasusgroup.co.uk

www.voltalia.com/en


	1. INTRODUCTION
	1.1 This document and its accompanying appendices constitute the pre-application Consultation Report prepared to support a planning application for development of national significance for the construction, operation, management and subsequent decommi...
	1.2 Developments of National Significance (‘DNS’) applicants are required to undertake pre-application consultation for a period of not less than 42 days in accordance with The Developments of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016.
	1.3 This document details how the applicant, Voltalia UK Ltd, has complied with the provisions of the Order and associated legislation in relation to its statutory duties for pre-application consultation for the renewable scheme at Blaenhiraeth Farm.
	1.4 A full description of development is included within the accompanying Environmental Statement and Design and Access Statement (‘DAS’) that should be read in conjunction with this document.
	Overview of the Consultation Process
	1.5 Table 1.1 provides an overview of the phased approach the applicant adopted for the pre-application consultation process and these are detailed in the subsequent sections of this document.
	Legislative Context
	1.6 Following the notification stage and prior to submitting a full DNS application, the proposed application must be publicised and consulted on for a period of at least six weeks.  Detailed guidance on the requirements for pre-application consultati...
	1.7 The minimum consultation requirements are set out in The Developments of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 (as amended); Articles 7, 8 & 9.
	1.8 In accordance with Article 8 of the Order the applicant must publicise a proposed application by: -
	1.9 In accordance to Article 9 of the Order, the applicant must: -
	1.10 Article 9 of the Order stipulates: -
	1.11 This document duly provides: -
	 An account of the non-statutory and statutory consultation, publicity, deadlines set, and activities undertaken, including:
	i. Copies of all notices and publications used during consultation;
	ii. Declarations that the relevant notices and publication requirements comply with the Act and Order;
	iii. The addresses of those given notice of the proposed application;

	 A summary of all issues raised by any person consulted under Section 61Z(3) of the Act and Articles 8 and 9(2), including confirmation of whether these issues have been addressed and, if so, how; and
	 The particulars of all responses received from persons consulted under Section 61Z(3) or (4) of the Act, including copies of responses from specialist consultees; and the account taken of these.

	1.12 The remainder of this document is structured as follows:
	 Section 2 – Non-statutory Consultation and engagement
	 Section 3 – Statutory Consultation – list of statutory consultees
	 Section 4 - Statutory pre-application publicity
	 Section 5 – Number of responses
	 Section 6 - Responses from Statutory consultees and consequent actions
	 Section 7 – Responses from Community and consequent actions
	 Section 8 – Conclusions


	2. NON-STATUTORY CONSULTATION AND ENGAGEMENT
	2.1 The preliminary planning phase for this scheme began back in 2014 and this occurred prior to the inception of the Development of National Significance procedure.  The preliminary work included pre-application consultation with the local community,...
	2.2 The key fiscal differences between the preliminary scheme and this revivified scheme is that the development is now subsidy-free, i.e. there is no cost to the public in developing this renewable energy proposal.
	2.3 This section provides a summary of the pre-application activities undertaken prior to the stage when the Planning Inspectorate were formally notified on the development in June 2019.
	Informal Community Consultation 2015
	2.4 The 2015 community consultation comprised a leaflet drop, pubic exhibitions and meetings / presentations with the local community councils.
	2.5 A leaflet was distributed to 86 residential and commercial properties surrounding the site.   The leaflet was posted on 8 January 2015 and is included at Appendix 1.  It provided an introduction to the development proposal and provided a site loca...
	2.6 In addition to the flyer, the public exhibition was promoted via a press advert presented in the Llanelli Star (publication issue Wednesday January 7 2015) and South Wales Guardian (publication issue Wednesday 7 January 2015).  The original is set...
	1st Public Exhibition at Tumble Hall
	2.7 A head count was undertaken of all visitors entering the public exhibition event.  The exhibition was attended by 15 local people.
	2nd Public Exhibition at Llangennech Community Centre
	2.8 A head count was undertaken of all visitors entering the public exhibition event.  The exhibition was attended by 29 local people.  The footfall was steady throughout the afternoon and this ensured that all visitors were able to study the exhibiti...
	2.9 A copy of the boards is provided at Appendix 2.
	Photograph 1:  Exhibition at the Llangennech Community Centre, Friday 16 January 2015
	2.10 The consultation event generated 8 email respondents who cited their ‘in principle’ objection to a solar development at Blanehiraeth Farm.  Two feedback forms were also returned both citing their ‘in principle’ objection to the development propos...
	2.11 There were also attendees who expressed their support to the development proposal.
	Engagement with Community Councils
	2.12 Consultations were also carried out with the community councils, and this included:
	 Llangennech Community Council on 8th December 2014; and
	 Llannon community Council on 17th December 2014.
	 Llanelli Rural were briefed via a telephone call with the project team.

	2.13 All local members were advised about the development proposal prior to the meetings with the Community Councils.
	Analysis of Exhibition & Amendments to Layout Design
	2.14 Where appropriate, proposals were amended prior to the statutory consultation phase to reflect constructive suggestions contributed by respondents, these include:-
	 Sheep grazing would be introduced to the area underneath and between the arrays;
	 Robust planting plan to screen the development proposal (full details are provided within the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment);
	 Robust package of biodiversity enhancement measures (full details are provided within the Ecological Report); and
	 Sensitive routing of traffic (full details are provided within the Construction Traffic Management Plan).

	2.15 Non-statutory pre-application consultation with the Local Planning Authority has taken place at various stages and these have generated two formal responses by the Council, the first in May 2015 and the second was issued on 17 January 2019.  Info...
	Design Evolution
	2.16 Over the course of the design process, the project team have continually refined the scheme’s design to encompass stakeholders feedback at numerous junctures.   The key design change that were introduced following the visual concerns raised durin...
	(i) Removal of arrays from the northernmost field;
	(ii) Removal of arrays from the raised plateau within the westernmost field;
	(iii) Relocation of arrays to area immediate north of fen.
	2.17 Illustration showing the key changes are set out below: -
	EIA Scoping
	2.18 On 8 March 2019, the applicant submitted an EIA scoping request to the Planning Inspectorate.  This was supported by a report which set out what the applicant considered should be the scope of the ES.
	2.19 The Scoping Opinion was received by the applicant from PINS on 3 May 2019 and it included EIA responses from statutory consultees.  All issues raised in the Scoping Opinion have been considered during the EIA process and these are discussed in th...

	3.  STATUTORY CONSULTATION - LIST OF STATUTORY CONSULTEES
	3.1 Under Article 9 of the Order, the applicant must specifically consult certain community consultees, specialist consultees and relevant persons.  This section of the report provides a full list of those consulted as part of the statutory pre-applic...
	Community Consultees
	3.2 Under Article 2 of the Order, the interpretation of ‘community consultees’ is defined as: -
	3.3 The application proposal is located within the sole administrative area of Carmarthenshire County Council and crosses the administrative boundaries of three community councils, namely Llannon Community Council, Llangennech Community Council and Ll...
	3.4 A schedule of all community council consulted as part of the statutory pre-application consultation is set out below: -
	3.5 Each councillor was identified using the County council’s website.  A schedule of ward councillors consulted as part of the pre-application consultation process is set out below: -
	Specialist consultees
	3.6 Under Article 2 of the Order, the interpretation of ‘specialist consultees’ is defined as: -
	3.7 Schedule 5 of the Order provides the following schedule or authorities, bodies or persons: -
	3.8 With reference to Schedule 5 of the Order and taking into consideration the specific parameters of the development, it was decided to consult with the following organisations: -
	Identification of Relevant Persons
	3.9 The DNS Order requires that ‘relevant persons’ be consulted through the statutory pre-application consultation process.  Relevant persons deal with the need to consult those who would otherwise be responsible to make a decision on any secondary co...

	4.  STATUTORY PRE-APPLICATION PUBLICITY
	4.1 Section 61Z(3) of the Act requires applicants to publicise the proposed application in such a manner as is reasonably considered likely to bring it to the attention of a majority of the persons who own or occupy premises in the vicinity of the lan...
	4.2 In accordance with Article 8 of the Order the applicant has:
	 Displayed up to 6 bilingual site notices from 7th August 2019 for a minimum of 42 days;
	 Served written notice on owners or occupiers of land adjoining the site,
	 Published a bilingual notice in the local newspapers (Llanelli Star and South Wales Guardian, both appearing in the weekly edition published on 7th August 2019).
	 Published bilingual adverts in the local newspapers promoting the exhibition (Llanelli Star and South West Guardian)
	 Published all documents specified in Article 8(1)(b) on a website for a period of not less than 42 days.

	Requisite Site Notices
	4.3 Pursuant to Section 8(1)(a)(i), which requires the display of a site notice, in at least one place on or near the land to which the proposed application relates, a total of six notices were erected on the morning of Wednesday 7th August 2019.
	4.4 A copy of the site notice is provided at Appendix 3.
	4.5 The locations are shown on the illustration below:-
	4.6 Descriptive narrative of the locations are set out below along with a photograph of the notice on display.
	Written Notice
	4.7 As required under article 8(1)(a)(ii) and 9(2) and 9(3) Letters and Notices were sent out to owners or occupiers of land adjoining the land to which the proposed application relates together with community, relevant persons and specialist consulte...
	4.8 Specialist consultees, relevant persons and community consultees each received consultation packs containing: -
	 Covering letter
	 Notice
	 Branded USB stick containing pdf. copies of: -
	i. Site location plan
	ii. Planning application drawing
	iii. Design and access statement
	iv. Environmental statement
	v. ES Non-Technical Summary
	vi. Economic Report
	vii. Transport Statement & Construction Management Plan
	viii. Heritage Assessment


	4.9 Owners / Occupiers within and on land adjoining the application site received the following information pack: -
	 Covering Letter
	 Notice
	 Site Location Plan

	4.10 Schedule of letters and date sent is set out below: -
	4.11 Copies of the specialist consultees letters are provided at Appendix 4.
	4.12 Copies of the community consultee letters are provided at Appendix 5.
	4.13 Copies of the owner / occupier letters are provided at Appendix 6.
	Published Documents
	4.14 As required under Article 8(1)(b) a website was created (penderisolarfarm.co).  The website went live on the morning of 7 August 2019 and remains live.  Whilst the website is periodically updated, the draft planning application form, documents an...
	 Penderi Consultation Leaflet
	 Penderi Design and Access Statement
	 Penderi Agricultural Assessment
	 Penderi Economic Benefits Report
	 Penderi Environmental Statement: -
	i. Penderi Environmental Statement Main Statement
	ii. Penderi Environmental Statement Non-Technical Statement
	iii. Penderi Environmental Statement Technical Appendices

	 Penderi Heritage Assessment
	 Penderi Transport Statement
	 Penderi Draft DNS Application Form
	 Penderi Notice under Article 9(3)
	 Penderi Notices Under Articles 8 and 9
	 PINS Acceptance of Notification Letter to Applicant
	 Planning application drawings:
	iv. Penderi Boundary Detail
	v. Penderi CCTV
	vi. Penderi Fence Detail
	vii. Penderi Gate Details
	viii. Penderi Invert Detail
	ix. Penderi Mounting Structure
	x. Penderi Proposed Site Layout
	xi. Penderi Site Location Plan 1
	xii. Penderi Site Location Plan 2
	xiii. Penderi Track Detail
	xiv. Penderi Transformer
	xv. Penderi WS Elevation

	 Penderi Consultation Banners0F

	NEWSPAPERS
	4.15 The Llanelli Star and South Wales Guardian are two local papers which cover the locality and a bilingual notice was published in both papers, appearing in their weekly edition published on 7th August 2019).    The weekly editions also contained a...
	4.16 A copy of the advert is presented at Appendix 7.
	LEAFLET DROP
	4.17 In addition to the statutory consultation requirements, a leaflet was distributed to the nearest 120 properties surrounding the site.  The leaflet was posted on 7 August 2019.
	4.18 A copy of the leaflet is provided at Appendix 8.
	Public Exhibition
	4.19 The applicant originally scheduled a single public exhibition event and this took place on: -
	 Tuesday 13 August 2019 from 2pm until 8pm at the Best Western Hotel, Felinfoel, Llanelli, SA15 3PJ

	4.20 Following the exhibition, the applicant was approached by both the Llangennech Community Council and Cllr Gwyneth Thomas who asked the applicant to consider holding a second exhibition event at Llangennech.   The applicant agreed and this took pl...
	 Thursday 19th September 2019 from 4pm to 8pm at the Llangennech Community Centre, SA14 8TH.

	4.21 The second consultation event was advertised on the project website.  Llangennech Community Council also advertised the second exhibition.
	4.22 The exhibition materials included:-
	 Exhibition Boards – The exhibition boards covered a wide range of subjects including the background of Voltalia UK Ltd; need for the proposed development; the envisaged public benefits of the proposal and visualisations.  A copy of the boards is pro...
	 Key Document Printouts – including the draft planning application submission (documents and plans printed to correct scale), OS Map, project leaflet (that attendees could take with them), application form and public notices.
	 Feedback Forms – Feedback forms were made available to all attendees and all attendees were encouraged to fill in and leave the forms at the event. A copy of the feedback form is provided at Appendix 10.
	 Seating area –a tabled seating area was made available to provide a suitable environment for visitors to discuss the proposals and fill out feedback forms.   Teas and coffees were also available at the Best Western Hotel drop in.

	Community Council
	4.23 As part of the statutory notification to the community councils, the supporting covering letter advised how the applicant was willing to meet up with the community council to discuss the scheme.  Llanelli Rural Community Council requested that th...
	4.24 A copy of the community council’s minutes is provided at Appendix 11.
	4.25 In line with paragraph 5.9.20 of Planning Policy Wales, which sets out how the Welsh Government supports renewables and low carbon energy projects which benefits the host community or Wales as a whole, separate discussion have also been undertake...
	Declaration of Compliance with Act / Order
	4.26 Appendix 12 presents the Applicants declaration confirming: -
	 That the site notice was displayed around the site to which the proposed development relates for a period in excess of 42 days; and
	 That all owners of land within and adjoining the application site have been notified of the proposed development.


	5.  NUMBER OF RESPONSES
	5.1 This section details the number of responses received during the statutory consultation period.
	Public Exhibition
	5.2 A head count was undertaken of all visitors entering the public exhibitions.
	5.3 The public exhibition held on Tuesday 13 August was attended by 37 [thirty-seven] people and the exhibition held on Thursday 19th September was attended by 25 [twenty-five] people.   Photographs of both events are set out below.
	5.4 Six feedback forms were completed and returned during the first exhibition and one completed feedback forms was returned during the second exhibition.
	5.5 An additional 20 responses were received via email, letter or the project website.   This tally has included multiple representations made by one or more respondents, so the actual number of people who made comments are less than 20.  A transcript...
	Specialist Consultees and Relevant Persons
	5.6 Statutory responses were provided by: -
	 Carmarthenshire County Council (as local planning authority and highway authority) [see Appendix 14]
	 Cadw [Appendix 15]
	 The Coal Authority [Appendix 16]
	 National Resource Wales [Appendix 17]
	 The Health and Safety Executive [Appendix 18]

	Community Consultees
	5.7 Communications was received from all three Community Councils and Councillor Gwyneth Thomas.

	6.  RESPONSES FROM STATUTORY CONSULTEES AND CONSEQUENT ACTIONS
	6.1 This section of the report sets out the responses received from specialist / statutory consultees and consequent actions undertaken by the applicant.
	Coal Authority
	6.2 The Coal Authority consultee response confirmed that a Coal Mining Risk assessment would not be required to support the planning application submission. They also suggested that their standard Informative Note should be added t the Decision Notice...
	Cadw
	6.3 Comments from Cadw of 1st October 2019 refer to the Heritage Assessment undertaken by Cotswold Archaeology in relation to this proposal. The comments confirmed that Listed Building Consent following consultation with the Carmarthenshire County Cou...
	The Health and Safety Executive
	6.4 The HSE consultation response confirmed that there are no major hazard facilities in the vicinity of the proposed project and provided the development would not introduce populations within the HSE public safety zones of Herbrandston to Aberdulais...
	National Resource Wales
	6.5 National Resources Wales (NRW) was contacted through their Discretionary Advice Service and a response was received in October 2017. They highlighted that updated ecological surveys would need to be undertaken. Consequently, the 2014/5 surveys wer...
	6.6 NRW also provided a Development of National Significance pre-application response in August 2019. This identified a few reporting errors which were corrected. It was highlighted that an European Protected Species (EPS) Development Licence for dorm...
	Carmarthenshire County Council
	6.7 Carmarthenshire County Council’s response was coordinated and provide by their Planning Service. As part of their response, the Council appended their previous non-statutory pre-application advice (dated 9 January 2019) together with additional fo...
	Acoustics
	6.8 The Council requested that a Noise Impact Assessment should accompany any planning application in order to assess and quantify any noise impact on third parties.  The draft planning application documentation did not include a Noise Impact Assessme...
	Glint and Glare
	6.9 To ensure the amenity of occupiers of other properties in the vicinity of the site are protected, the council’s Public Protection Division duly request that any planning application should be supported by a Glint & Glare Assessment.
	6.10 The application submission is duly supported by a Glint & Glare Assessment prepared by Pager Power Ltd.
	Landscape
	6.11 The Council provided detailed landscape comments as part of the Non-Statutory pre-application advice and much of the information they requested at that stage was either already incorporated into the documents forming part of the statutory consult...
	Built Heritage
	6.12 As part of its statutory response, the Council advised that they had no additional comments to those made as part of their non-statutory January 2019 advice.  As part of their earlier advice, the council advised that they had no objections to the...
	Countryside Access
	6.13 As part of its January 2019 non statutory pre-application response, the Council noted how the arrays crossed public footpath 33/54.  The layout plan was subsequently amended for the statutory consultation process and the modifications included, a...
	Highways
	6.14 As part of its formal response, the Highways Planning Liaison team acknowledged how the draft Transport Statement and Construction Management Plan reflected the recommendations it previously made as part of the non-statutory consultation process....
	Ecology
	6.15 The LPA ecologist has been engaged with the process and provided detailed comments within the EIA Screening Opinion in November 2014 which directed the scope of ecological surveys undertaken.
	6.16 A pre-application response was received in January 2019 which triggered a site meeting in order to fully discuss outstanding concerns. Subsequent to this, various amendments were made including relocating a cable route to avoid impacts on trees/b...

	7.  RESPONSES FROM COMMUNITY AND CONSEQUENT ACTIONS.
	7.1 This section provides a summary of the main issues raised by community consultees including community councils and local residents during the statutory consultation period.  In considering the main issues, the changes made to the scheme following ...
	7.2 The mains issues put forward by respondents are: -
	 Concerns over the principle and need of development
	 Concerns with regards to the visual impacts of the development
	 Impacts with regards to the loss of agricultural land
	 Impacts on Biodiversity
	 Position on Community Benefits
	 Concerns over the consultation strategy
	 Impacts of the project on the Welsh Language
	 Errors in consultation materials

	7.3 Each issue is discussed in turn below.
	Concerns over the Principle and Need of Development
	7.4 There is a plethora of Government legislation, guidance and policy which support the transition to a low carbon future and the continued roll out of renewables and low carbon energy and associated infrastructure.
	7.5 The Clean Growth Strategy, published in October 2017, provides the Government's latest position on solar parks and sets out a comprehensive set of policies and proposals that aim to accelerate the pace of "clean growth", i.e. deliver increased eco...
	7.6 The impact of Brexit on UK energy and climate change policy is subject to the outcome of the Brexit negotiations. The possible consequences vary based on whether the outcome is a full Brexit deal, a sector-specific deal, or in the case of no Brexi...
	7.7 At a local level, Carmarthenshire County Council made its own Climate Change Emergency Declaration during its full council meeting on 20 February 2019.
	7.8 Turning to Planning Policy Wales (PPW), states how legislation secures a presumption in favour of sustainable development in accordance with the development plan unless material considerations indicate otherwise to ensure that social, economic, cu...
	7.9 Paragraph 5.7.7 identifies how "The planning system should secure an appropriate mix of energy provision, which maximises benefits to our economy and communities whilst minimising potential environmental and social impacts. This forms part of the ...
	7.10 With regards to decision taking, paragraph 5.9.17 states how "Planning authorities should give significant weight to the Welsh Government's targets to increase renewable and low carbon energy generation, as part of our overall approach to tacklin...
	7.11 At a local level, Policy RE3 of the Carmarthenshire Local Development Plan is out of kilter with national policy and identifies how large scale schemes in open countryside would be permitted where there is an overriding need for the scheme which ...
	Concerns with regards to the visual impacts of the development
	7.12 Some respondents expressed concerns over the visual impacts of the proposed solar PV development within the private views from individual residential properties in the surroundings the site. A separate Residential Visual Amenity Assessment (RVAA)...
	7.13 The scope and study area of residential properties included within this RVAA has been informed by the findings of the LVIA, the Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) mapping, post code data and consultation with Carmarthenshire Council together wi...
	7.14 The site layout and landscape framework plans were amended in response to the observations and findings of the RVAA including, in particular:
	 Removal of solar arrays within the layout to the north of Site A to mitigate the visual effects from Penderi Farm and Wayside properties;
	 Removal of solar arrays within the layout to the south of Site A and the inclusion of proposed hedgerows to mitigate the visual effects from Blaenhiraeth Fach; and
	 Removal of solar arrays within the layout to the south west of Site C to mitigate the visual effects from Medelfyw Farm and Fferm y Cware.

	7.15 The visual effects on Troserch Woods as a recreational resource to the south east of Site C was also expressed as a concern at the public consultation event. The woodland is enclosed by treecover although additional representative viewpoints have...
	Impacts with regards to the loss of agricultural land
	7.16 Respondents questioned why a specific soil survey had not been undertaken at the site.
	7.17 Response.  Planning Policy Wales Edition 10 notes that agricultural land of Grades 1, 2 and 3a should be conserved as the “best and most versatile”.  Footnote 53 of paragraph 3.54 links to the Welsh Government’s Predictive Map for Agricultural La...
	7.18 On the predictive map the whole site is shown to be predicted to be no better than Subgrade 3b.  Our earlier assessments had reached a similar conclusion.  Therefore the land is not capable of comprising “best and most versatile” agricultural land.
	7.19 Using the Welsh Government Predictive Map Guidance Note, also linked from Footnote 53 of PPWE10, the “survey decision flowchart” in section 4 confirms that where land is predicted not to contain any BMV grades “Survey Not Required”.  Therefore in...
	Impacts on Biodiversity
	7.20 Two respondents highlighted that the proposal does not offer biodiversity gains, however, the LEMP has been carefully prepared to ensure that there are significant gains, including creation of diverse grassland, new hedgerow planting, installatio...
	7.21 There was also a concern with regards to the detail of the habitats survey, however, this was carried out in greater detail than that set out within the Phase 1 handbook1F  (refer to Appendix 7.1 – Phase 1 Report).
	7.22 There were concerns that impacts on barn owl and woodcock have not been properly addressed; the documents have been amended to extend the assessment of impacts on woodcock and include an assessment of impacts on barn owl.
	7.23 One respondent raised the issue of the absence of bat survey data other than a desk study. The scope of bat surveys was agreed with the LPA ecologist and Natural Resources Wales; it was decided that as no trees are to be removed, impacts on hedge...
	7.24 Disturbance to dormice was also raised as a potential issue; this has been addressed in the documents and an European Protected Species licence will be obtained. This will contain a detailed working methodology to reduce impacts as far as possibl...
	Concerns over the Consultation Strategy
	7.25 Some respondents made critical comments over the consultation strategy.  In response, the applicant considers that it has carried out a robust community consultation strategy which went over and above the requirements of the DNS procedure.   This...
	Impacts of the project on the Welsh Language and Culture
	7.26 Some respondents asserted that the development hasn’t considered the impacts on the Welsh Language.
	7.27 In response, The Technical Advice Note 20 planning and the welsh Language (published in October 2017) identifies how “The Welsh Government is committed to a plan-led system where decisions on planning applications and appeals are made in accordan...
	7.28 The guidance emphasis that not all applications should be routinely subject to welsh language impacts assessment as this would duplicate the Sustainability Appraisal of development plan documents.  In this instance the application site forms part...
	7.29 With regards to development management considerations, TAN 20 sets out how the need for a Welsh language impact assessment would be limited to residential schemes (ten or more units) or commercial employment sites which generate new populations. ...
	7.30 In line with the Planning (wales) Act 2015, which requires, amongst other things, the consideration of the Welsh language at every level of the planning system, the applicant has adopted specific steps during the planning application process; the...
	 Publication of advertisements in English and Welsh;
	 Publication of a bilingual notice
	 Bilingual feedback forms
	 Allowing community communicate in welsh, by email or telephone, directly to a key member of the main project team without the need for any translation service.
	 Provision of key document in Welsh – Environmental Statement Non-Technical Summary.

	7.31 The development proposal itself would contribute to the local community by way of community benefits.  As stated elsewhere in this report, separate discussion have also been undertaken with the Community Councils with regards to community benefit...
	7.32 To reflect the linguistic character of the area and to encourage bilingual provision, the permissive footpath will be demarked with bilingual signposts.
	7.33 In addition, to reflect paragraph 4.1.2 of TAN 20, the applicant has given the development a welsh name that is linked to the locality, namely Penderi Solar Farm.  However, during the statutory consultation period the applicant received a request...
	Errors in Consultation Document
	7.34 After the first public exhibition, the applicant noted there was a typo on one of the consultation infographic banners dealing with ‘Proposed Site Layout and Key Benefits’.  The error specifically related to how much investment would be delivered...
	7.35 A copy of the consultation banners were available for all to view and download on the project website and these were amended to specify the correct figure before the second consultation event was held.

	8. CONCLUSION
	8.1 This Consultation Report demonstrates that the applicant has carried out the necessary post notification publicity and consultation as set out by Article 8 of the Development of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016.
	8.2 Stakeholders have been engaged from a very early stage including non-statutory engagement and consultation to statutory consultation and engagement.  These can be summarised as: -
	 Non-Statutory engagement and consultation - Non-statutory discussion with public and statutory consultees through extensive informal consultations. Public exhibitions over the preliminary designs were held in 2015 and non-statutory consultation were...
	 Environmental Impact Assessment Scoping Direction - Request for a Scoping Direction under Regulation 33 of the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (wales) Regulations 2017 on 12 March 2019.  The Planning Inspectorate issued t...
	 Notification - In June 2019, the applicant gave formal notification to the Planning Inspectorate of its intention to submit a planning application.
	 Acceptance Period - Notice of Acceptance provided by Planning Inspectorate on 27 June 2019.
	 Statutory pre-application consultation - The statutory pre-application consultation was carried out for 51 days, starting on Wednesday 7 August 2019 and finishing on Friday 27 September 2019.
	 Post-Statutory Engagement - Consultation and continued engagement undertaken between September 2019 and December 2019 to keep stakeholders informed of progress and to keep consultees informed on final minor refinements to schemes.

	8.3 The consultation responses have been documented and considered throughout the design evolution of the project both during the non-statutory and statutory consultation phases.  This has resulted in stakeholders having a clear influence on the devel...
	8.4 The applicant is also committed to the preparation of a Statement of Common Ground.  The Council has agreed to work together on this document during the formal post submission consultation phase.




