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1. INTRODUCTION 

 In June 2018, Cotswold Archaeology was commissioned by Pegasus Group, on 

behalf of Voltalia Group to update a previous Heritage Assessment covering a 

proposed solar park at Penderi/Blaenhiraeth Farm, Carmarthenshire (hereafter 

referred to as ‘the Site’).  

 This revised document follows a Heritage Assessment undertaken by Cotswold 

Archaeology in 2014, after which the Site boundary was amended to incorporate 

additional fields; these were visited as part of this assessment, and data from the 

appropriate repositories was requested in case any new information had become 

available in the interim. Further minor amendments were made to the report in August 

2019 as a result of further fields being incorporated into the Site boundary, although 

these were not visited as there will be no built form introduced into these fields. A 

small number of changes were then made in January 2020 to account for comments 

from the LPA and Cad, and to reflect the final position of the redline boundary.  

 The Site is centred at approximately NGR 254363, 205141, covering around 100ha 

of pastureland. This is located c. 1.8km south of the small village of Llannon and c. 

2km north-east of the large town of Lanelli. The Site covers three separate three 

areas, connected by the proposed cable routes and construction transport routes. 

The three areas have been labelled areas A, B and C for the purposes of this report 

(Fig. 1). The Afon Morlais river separates Area A from Areas B and C. Area A is 

located to the north of the river, and Areas B and C are located to the south of the 

river.  

 The surrounding landscape is hilly and rural and is interspersed with farms and small 

copses/woodlands. The rural landscape is largely pastoral. 

Summary of proposed development 

 The area within the proposed development site would contain rows of ground 

mounted photovoltaic panels, standing 2.75m off the ground on posts c. 6m apart. 

The post will intrude to c. 1.5m in depth. The arrays and transformers will be 

surrounded by a 2m high deer fence. Transformers will be constructed upon concrete 

slabs, and will be a maximum height of 2.24m. The single main substation compound 

will be positioned adjacent to the overhead pylon to the north west of the Blaenhiraeth 

Farm outbuildings, requiring the routing of cabling through a Grade II Listed masonry 

arch bridge (Fig. 3, LB6) in the east of the Site. The chosen methodology will prevent 
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any impact to the historic fabric of the structure (Appendix C). Structures associated 

with the substation will be no higher than 3.87m. 

Objectives and professional standards 

 The composition and development of the historic environment within the Site and 

wider landscape are discussed. A determination of the significance of any heritage 

assets located within the Site, and any heritage assets beyond the Site boundary that 

may potentially be affected by the development proposals, is presented. Any potential 

development effects upon the significance of these heritage assets (both adverse 

and/or beneficial) are then described. 

 Cotswold Archaeology is a Registered Organisation (RO) with the Chartered Institute 

for Archaeologists (CIfA). This report has been prepared in accordance with the 

‘Standard and Guidance for Historic Environment Desk-Based Assessment’ 

published by the Chartered Institute (2017). The approach to this assessment is 

consistent with the aforementioned guidance, which provides that, insofar as they 

relate to the determination of planning applications, heritage desk-based 

assessments should:  

‘…enable reasoned proposals and decisions to be made [as to] whether to mitigate, 

offset or accept without further intervention [any identified heritage] impact’ (CIfA 

2017, 4). 

 The guidance document ‘Heritage Impact Assessment in Wales’ (Cadw 2017a), adds 

that a Heritage Impact Assessment should:  

‘…take into account sufficient information to enable both the significance of the asset 

and the impact of change to be understood. It should be proportionate both to the 

significance of the historic asset and to the degree of change proposed’ (Cadw 

2017a, 5) 

Consultation  

 On 19th of November 2014, a specification of works was supplied to and approved 

by the Planning Archaeologist, Mike Ings, at the Dyfed Archaeological Trust. The 

assessment focuses upon the heritage resource of the site itself, although the 

heritage resource within a minimum 2km ‘buffer’ around the site has also been 

assessed in detail, hereafter referred to as the ‘study area’ (Fig. 2). A 2km study area 

has also been used to assess potential non-physical impacts on designated historic 

assets (Fig. 3). 
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 Following a review of the 2014 assessment, Mr Ings confirmed to Cotswold 

Archaeology, on 13th October 2017, that he would be recommending ‘no further 

action’ with regard to heritage at this Site. 

 Mr Ings was also contacted in June 2018, when he confirmed that the 2km study area 

from the site boundary would remain a sufficient search area of the revised report.  

Statute, policy and guidance context 

 This assessment has been undertaken within the key statute, policy and guidance 

context presented in Table 1.1 overleaf. The applicable provisions contained within 

these statute, policy and guidance documents are referred to, and discussed, as 

relevant, throughout the text. The recent provisions for heritage set out in the Historic 

Environment (Wales) Act 2016 and its supporting ‘Technical Advice Note 24’ should 

be noted. Fuller detail is provided in Appendix 1. 
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Statute Description 

Ancient Monuments and Archaeological 

Areas Act (1979) 

Act of Parliament providing for the maintenance of a schedule of archaeological remains of the highest significance, 

affording them statutory protection. 

Planning (Listed Buildings and 

Conservation Areas) Act (1990) 

Act of Parliament placing a duty upon the Local Planning Authority (or, as the case may be, the Secretary of State) to 

afford due consideration to the preservation of Listed buildings and their settings (under Section 66(1)), and 

Conservation Areas (under Section 72(2)), in determining planning applications.  

Historic Environment (Wales) Act 2016 

An Act passed by the National Assembly for Wales on 9 February 2016 which became law on 21 March 2016. The Act 

amends the above two pieces of legislation. It also contains new stand-alone provisions for matters such as historic 

place names and historic environment records. 

Technical Advice Note (TAN) 24: The 

Historic Environment 

The TAN provides guidance on how aspects of the historic environment should be considered. It has replaced the 

former Welsh Office Circulars 60/96, 61/96 and 1/98. 

Planning Policy Wales (Edition 10, 

November 2018) 

Provides the Welsh Government’s planning policies and describes how these are expected to be applied within the 

planning system. The Historic Environment is encompassed within Chapter 6.   

Cadw Best Practice Guidance 
The first titles on an intended series of best-practice guides have been published. These augment the provisions of 

the Historic Environment (Wales) Act. 

Carmarthenshire Local Development 

Plan (2014) 

The LPD set out policies and proposals that are used to determine planning applications and to guide future 

development opportunities.  

Table 1.1 Key statute, policy and guidance  
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2. METHODOLOGY 

Data collection, analysis and presentation 

 This assessment has been informed by a proportionate level of information sufficient 

to understand the archaeological potential of the Site, the significance of identified 

historic assets, and any potential development effects. This approach is in 

accordance with guidance set out in ‘Conservation Principles’ (Cadw 2011), which 

provides the basis for making informed decisions about any proposed change that 

has an impact on the historic environment. The data has been collected from a wide 

variety of sources (see Table 2.1). 

 Prior to obtaining data from these sources, an initial analysis was undertaken in order 

to identify a relevant and proportionate study area. A 2km radius from the Site 

boundary was considered sufficient to capture the relevant data, and provide the 

necessary context for understanding archaeological potential and heritage 

significance in respect of the Site now being assessed. The study area boundary is 

shown in Fig. 1. All of the spatial data held by the HER and RCAHMW – the primary 

historic data repositories – for the land within the study area, was requested. The 

records were analysed and refined in order to narrow the research focus onto those 

of relevance to the present assessment. These are provided in a gazetteer, in 

Appendix 2. Not all HER/RCAHMW records are therefore referred to, discussed or 

illustrated further within the body of this report, only those that are relevant.   
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Statute Description 

Historic Wales / Cadw Designated historic assets, namely Scheduled Monuments, Listed Buildings, and Historic Parks and Gardens. 

National Monuments Record of Wales 

(NMRW) 

Archaeological sites and events records, historic building records, and other spatial data held by the Royal Commission 

on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales (RCAHMW) and accessed via the Coflein online database. 

The Royal Commission on the Ancient 

and Historical Monuments of Wales 

(RCAHMW)  

Additional sites and events records, supplied in digital and hardcopy formats. 

Dyfed Historic Environment Record 

(HER)  

Archaeological sites and events records, historic building records, and other spatial data supplied in digital format 

(shapefiles) and hardcopy. 

West Glamorgan Archive Service 
Any historic maps and other documentary sources held at this location during the closure of the Carmarthenshire 

Archive. 

Environment Agency (EA) Website LiDAR imagery and point cloud data, available from the Environment Agency website. 

Cranfield University’s LandIS Soil Portal UK soil mapping. 

British Geological Survey (BGS) website UK geological mapping (bedrock & superficial deposits) & borehole data. 

Table 2.1 Key data sources 
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 A site visit was also undertaken as part of this assessment. The primary objectives 

of the site visit were to assess the Site’s historic landscape context, including its 

association with any known or potential heritage assets, and to identify any evidence 

for previous truncation of the on-site stratigraphy. The site visit also allowed for the 

identification of any previously unknown heritage assets within the Site, and 

assessment of their nature, condition, significance and potential susceptibility to 

impact. The wider landscape was examined, as relevant, from accessible public 

rights of way. 

Assessment of heritage significance 

 Determination of significance has been undertaken according to the industry-

standard guidance on assessing heritage value in Wales, provided within 

‘Conservation Principles, Policies and Guidance for the Sustainable Management of 

the Historic Environment in Wales’ (Cadw 2011). This approach considers heritage 

significance to derive from a combination of discrete heritage values: i) evidential 

(archaeological), ii) historic (illustrative and associative), iii) aesthetic, and iv) 

communal, amongst others. Further detail of this approach, including the detailed 

definition of those aforementioned values as set out and advocated by Cadw is 

provided in Appendix 1 of this report.    

Assessment of potential development effects (benefit and harm) 

 The present report sets out, in detail, the ways in which identified susceptible historic 

assets might be affected by the proposals, as well as the anticipated extent of any 

such effects. Both physical effects, i.e. resulting from the direct truncation of 

archaeological remains, and non-physical effects, i.e. resulting from changes to the 

setting of historic assets, have been assessed. In regards to non-physical effects or 

‘settings assessment’, the methodology presented in Cadw’s guidance ‘Setting of 

Historic Assets in Wales’ (2017) has been adopted and adhered to in this report. 

 ‘Conservation Principles’ states that: ‘The assessment of the degree of harm to an 

historic asset needs to consider the impact of any proposal on its heritage values’ 

(Cadw 2011, 31). ‘Heritage Impact Assessment in Wales’ states that: ‘Your heritage 

impact statement will need to demonstrate that you have considered the potential 

impact of your preferred approach. You will need to show how your proposed work 

will sustain or enhance the significance of your historic asset, including potential 

benefits and any harm’ (Cadw 2017, 9).  
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 Thus with regard to non-designated heritage assets, this report seeks to identify the 

significance of the heritage asset(s) which may be affected, and the scale of any harm 

or loss to that significance. 

Limitations of the assessment 

 This assessment is principally a desk-based study and utilises secondary information 

derived from a variety of sources, only some of which have been directly examined 

for the purpose of this assessment. The assumption is made that this data, as well 

as that derived from other secondary sources, is reasonably accurate. The records 

held by the HER and RCAHMW are not a record of all surviving heritage assets, but 

a record of the discovery of a wide range of archaeological and historical components 

of the historic environment. The information held within it is not complete and does 

not preclude the subsequent discovery of further elements of the historic environment 

that are, at present, unknown.  

 The walkover survey was conducted within the Site on 20th June 2018. The dense 

mist and rain on the day prevented any views beyond the Site for much of the visit, 

and were not suitable for the settings assessment. However, this report will analyse 

the conclusions of the settings assessment undertaken in 2014, and determine 

whether these are likely to have changed. 

Consultation  

 On 19th of November 2014, a specification of works was supplied to and approved 

by the Planning Archaeologist, Mike Ings, at the Dyfed Archaeological Trust. The 

assessment focuses upon the heritage resource of the site itself, although the 

heritage resource within a minimum 2km ‘buffer’ around the site has also been 

assessed in detail, hereafter referred to as the ‘study area’ (Fig. 2). A 2km study area 

has also been used to assess potential non-physical impacts on designated historic 

assets (Fig. 3). 

 Mr Ings was also contacted in June 2018, when he confirmed that the 2km study area 

from the site boundary would remain a sufficient search area of the revised report. 
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3. ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

 This section provides an overview of the historical and archaeological background of 

the study area, in order to provide a better understanding of the context and 

significance of the heritage resource that may be affected by development. This 

assessment then determines the significance of any affected historic assets and 

assesses the potential for encountering buried archaeological remains within the 

proposed allocation site and predicts their likely nature, extent and condition. 

 The HER records within 2km of the new Site boundary were requested to determine 

whether any new features had been added to the database since the 2014 

assessment. The new search yielded two additions to the HER; comprising of an 

undated ditch (Fig. 2, 37) c. 1.8km west of Area A, and a post-medieval charcoal 

burning platform (Fig. 2, 38) between Area B and the cable route. Neither of these 

features are considered to be significant to the historic development of the Site, and 

therefore there will be no further discussion of them. 

Designated historic assets 

International designations  

 No World Heritage Sites, or sites included on the Tentative List of Future Nominations 

for World Heritage Sites (January 2012), are situated within the site or study area. 

National designations 

 There are no Registered Parks and Garden’s, Registered Historic Landscapes, or 

Conservation Areas located within the study area.  

 There is one Scheduled Monument (Fig. 3, SAM1), one Grade II* Listed Building and 

13 Grade II Listed Buildings (Fig. 3, LB2-LB10). Where historic assets occur in 

groups sharing associations through virtue of their proximity or history these historic 

assets have been considered together (Appendix B).  

Geology, topography and the palaeoenvironment 

 The solid geology of the site comprises sandstone of the Brithdir Member, which was 

formed in the Carboniferous Period (British Geological Survey 2018).  

 Superficial Devensian till deposits of the Quaternary Period are recorded across 

areas of the site. It is present across the southern part of Area A, with bands 

extending north across the area, there are also bands present across the eastern and 
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western parts of Area B, and it is present across the eastern edge of Area C. No 

superficial deposits are recorded across the other parts of the site.  

 The site is located either side of the Afon Morlais. The northern part of the site (Area 

A) slopes southwards towards the river. The southern part of the site is spilt into two 

areas; Area B slopes down to the north-east in the direction of the Afon Morlais. Area 

C slopes down to the west, towards a small tributary of the Afon Morlais.  

Prehistoric Period (pre AD 43) to Roman (AD43 - c. AD410) 

Palaeolithic/Mesolithic (700,000-4000BC) 

 The Palaeolithic and Mesolithic periods in Wales span almost 250,000 years from the 

first Neanderthals to the emergence of farming communities 6,000 years ago 

(Walker, 2011). Palaeolithic and Mesolithic peoples were nomadic hunter-gatherers 

and left few traces in the archaeological record. Settlement distribution across south-

west Wales during the Palaeolithic was mainly focused in caves and in the later 

Mesolithic it was largely focused along the Pembrokeshire coast (A Research 

Framework for the Archaeology of Wales).  

 The site is located over 6km from the present coastline. During the Mesolithic sea 

levels were up to 35m below their present level (Davidson 2002), the site would 

therefore have occupied an inland location during the Mesolithic period.  

 The absence of caves within the study area and the sites inland location during the 

Mesolithic period means that there is limited potential for Palaeolithic or Mesolithic 

remains to be present within the site. 

Neolithic (c. 4000-2400BC) and Bronze Age (2400-8000BC) 

 The Neolithic/early Bronze Age in Wales is characterised by a gradual transition from 

a hunter-gatherer lifestyle to a more settled lifestyle concerned with agriculture and 

pastoralism. Archaeological sites and monuments from this period exist across the 

country tending to be associated with funerary and ritual activity rather than domestic 

settlement which may have involved sites that left little lasting trace (Burrow, 2010).  

 Early Bronze Age funerary monuments reveal a movement to upland locations (Lynch 

et al 2000). The site is located on slopes overlooking the Afon Morlais and its 

tributaries.   

 The higher ground within the study area potentially appears to be a rich prehistoric 

funerary landscape. A Neolithic Long Barrow (Fig. 2; 1), a number of Bronze Age 
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barrows (Fig. 2; 5, 6, 9 and 13) and standing stones (Fig. 3; SAM1, and Fig. 2; 2, 3, 

4, 7, 8, 10, 11 and 12) are recorded on hilltops and along ridges. However, many of 

these recorded locations are based on documentary and place name evidence. Only 

four of the records are based on physical evidence, these include the earthworks of 

a Neolithic Long Barrow located c. 390m west of Area B (Fig. 2; 1); the cropmarks of 

a possible barrow cemetery consisting of three possible barrows located c. 675m 

south-west of Area C (Fig. 2, 13); and two standing stones, one of which is 

Scheduled, located c. 1.3km and 1km north-east of Area A respectively (Fig. 2, 12 

and Fig. 3, SAM1).  

 The prehistoric use of this upland landscape predominately dates to the Bronze Age, 

with a seemingly abrupt abandonment at the end of this period (RCHAMW 1997b, 

24). The abrupt abandonment is most likely the result of increasingly inhospitable 

conditions caused by climate deterioration and over-exploitation (Caseldine 1990).  

 There are hilltop locations located within the northern part of area A, the western part 

of area B and the eastern part of area C. The topographic location of these areas of 

the site means that there is some potential for Bronze Age funerary monuments to 

be located here. However, no Bronze Age funerary monuments are recorded within 

these locations, and there is no evidence for such features from the LiDAR data (Fig. 

5), or on the aerial photographs.  

Iron Age (c.800BC – AD43) and Roman (AD 43 - c. AD 410) 

 In the Iron Age, settlement seems to have favoured sheltered lower ground, 

especially river valleys. Enclosures of Iron Age date are frequently found in the upland 

areas of south Wales (RCAHMW 1997b, 24). However, the higher ground within the 

study area contains no evidence for enclosures of this type or date. The transition to 

the Roman period resulted in little obvious change in rural settlement construction or 

patterns in Wales and many late prehistoric settlements seem to continue in use 

throughout and beyond the Roman Conquest. There are no recorded Roman features 

within the study area.   

Early medieval (AD 410 – 1066) and medieval (1066 – 1529) 

 There are no recorded features within the study area relating to the early medieval 

period. The Grade II* Listed St Non’s Church dates to the medieval period, at which 

time it was a chapelry belonging to the Deanery of Kidwelly (Fig. 3, LB2). It is located 

c. 1.7km north of Area A of the site. A medieval Holy Well, where traditionally water 
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was drawn for St Non’s Church, is located to the south of the church and c. 1.3km 

north of Area A of the site (Fig. 2, 14).  

 The earthwork remains of a medieval motte (Fig. 2, 15) are recorded c. 1.6km north 

of Area A of the site and c. 1.5km to the east of the church. An area of medieval 

Common Land (Fig. 2, 18) is recorded within the area of land between the church 

and the motte, c. 2km north-east of Area A. 

 A medieval settlement is recorded from documentary evidence c. 170m east of Area 

A at Cil-Ddewi-Fawr (Fig. 2, 16). The 1889 OS map shows that the fields within Area 

A consist of a network of small irregular fields, with the curved boundaries. These 

types of fields are indicative of assarting. Assarting is the process of clearing forest 

land for the use in agriculture. The process was carried out by clearing areas of 

woodland, leaving a hedged field. Substantial hedgebanks were present within this 

area (Fig. 15). It is possible that this process was carried out in the medieval period 

by the occupiers of the medieval settlement (Fig. 2, 16).   

 The documented site of a medieval fulling mill on the site of a later corn mill is located 

c. 1.3km south-east of Area C (Fig. 2, 17).   

 There is no evidence to suggest medieval occupation within the site; Area B of the 

site is not mapped on 1839 tithe map of Llanelli suggesting that the land was 

unsuitable farming.   

Post-medieval (1540 – 1800) and Modern (1800-present) 

 Post-medieval features are present across the study area. The majority of houses 

and farms date to this period, and the village of Llannon dates to this period (Fig. 2, 

25). By 1833 St Non’s Church was the parish church for Llannon (Fig. 3, LB2). 

Blaenhiraeth Farm is located within the mid-east of the Site, to the north of the fields 

which form Area C. The farmstead has been included within the Site boundary as it 

will be part of the cable route and an essential thoroughfare for construction traffic. 

The building dates to the 17th century (Fig. 2, 35), when it was the home of the Lloyd 

family; John Lloyd was High Sherriff in 1696. Today the house is a farm (Jones 1987). 

It is possible that the field layout to the south of the farm, including Area B of the Site 

date to the same period as Blaenhiraeth Farm. 

 An early 19th century Grade II Listed bridge crosses the Afon Morlais between Area 

A and Areas B and C (Fig. 3, LB6). The route of the cable between these areas is 
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proposed to be along the road, and across the bridge (see Section 1). The bridge 

takes the minor, non-turnpike road over the river.  

 The bridge is constructed on rubble masonry with ashlar voussoirs and is two–arch. 

The main arch is c. 7m span of deep segmental shape, with tall thin voussoirs. There 

is a larger projecting stone as keystone on both upstream and downstream faces. 

The smaller arch is of c. 2.5m span, with similar shape and detailing. The carriageway 

is about 3.6m wide between parapets (Fig. 14). 

 The study area appears to have been largely agricultural during the post-medieval 

period. During the 18th and 19th centuries enclosure of land was by means of local 

acts of Parliament, called the ‘Inclosure Act’’, the fields to the west of Llannon are 

Parliamentary field systems (Fig. 2, 33), subject to such enclosure. Parliamentary 

enclosures usually provided commoners with land in compensation for the loss of 

common rights. Parliamentary enclosure within this area may have been in 

compensation for the loss of an area of medieval common land located c. 1km to the 

east of the Parliamentary enclosures. Post-medieval strip field systems area recorded 

to the north of the B4306 c. 770m north of area A (Fig. 2, 34). 

 Quarrying and collieries also appear to be important industries during this period.  

The quarries are largely located within the northern part of the study area, around 

Llannon (Fig. 2, 28, 29 and 30), and the collieries are located within the south-eastern 

part of the study area (Fig. 2, 21, 22 and 32), although a coal mine is also located 

within the south-eastern part of the study area (Fig. 2, 23).  

 Several post-medieval chapels are located across the study area (Fig. 2, 20, 24 and 

26). It is likely that these would have served the dispersed farming and mining 

communities. 

 Area A and C are located within the parish of ‘Llannon’ and Area B is located within 

the parish of Llanelli. The Llannon tithe map demonstrates that large parts of the 

south-western study area, including Area B of the site, were not mapped. This is 

possibly because the land was not tithable due to its poor quality. It is likely that the 

land underwent improvements in the later post-medieval period and modern period 

to make it suitable for farming. A stream marking the parish boundary was very 

evident in the north of Area B during the Site visit, although no clear route of a footpath 

shown on the modern 1:25,000 OS map between the two parishes was seen. It is 

possible that this has become hidden in vegetation. The only evidence of a former 
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footpath was a tall stone fence post with a hinge attached, and two similar posts fallen 

beside in the approximate location of the path across the stream in the north of Area 

B. No corresponding fence or other boundary was present (Fig. 19). 

 A post-medieval clearance cairn is recorded in fields between proposed solar panel 

and a transport route in the north-east of Area B, and outside of the Site boundary 

(Fig. 2, 31). Clearance cairns are a collection of fieldstones which have been removed 

from land to allow for more effective agriculture. It is noteworthy that this feature was 

also interpreted as a prehistoric round barrow, although cartographic sources label it 

as ‘a heap of stones’ (OS map of 1922). 

 Additional evidence of land improvement was also witnessed during the site visit, in 

the form of modern clearance cairns. This consisted of a pile of fieldstones deposited 

on-top of a field boundary along the southern boundary of Area B of the site (Fig. 10). 

A similar mound of stones was noted in the north of Area B, on the edge of a wooded 

area (Fig. 20).  

 Some linear ditches were also observed during the Site visit, excavated in a random 

layout across a small part of Area B (Fig. 12).  On aerial photographs of the site taken 

in April 1962 and 1985 linear crop marks were visible within Area B to the south-west 

of the current ditches. No features were visible within this location on LiDAR (Fig. 5). 

It is possible that the cropmarks and ditches viewed today are evidence of agricultural 

improvement of the land. This part of the site was relatively boggy, and marshes were 

present within the area of crop marks (Fig 11).  

 Llwynon, is a post-medieval house located to the north of Area B (Fig. 2, 27). It is 

recorded on the 1839 tithe map of Llanelli and is described as a house and gardens. 

It also has several small fields surrounding it; these do not extend into the area of the 

site.  

 The A476 is present at the time of the 1839 tithe map. A Holy Well erected by Rhys 

Goring Thomas in 1883 is located by the side of the A476, to the south of Llannon 

and c. 260m west of Area A (Fig. 2, 36). Water with traditionally curative qualities for 

smallpox is piped into a late 19th century structure.  

 The full Site was viewed on the 1889 First Edition Ordnance Survey (OS) map. All 

areas of the site were split into smaller fields at this time, with Area A containing areas 

of marshland and Area B containing two small copses along its southern boundary 
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(Fig. 4). Throughout the 20th century the areas appear to have undergone agricultural 

improvement. The copses were removed from Area B between 1921 and 1951, and 

field boundaries were gradually removed and straightened within all of the areas of 

the site. Between 1951 and 1964 a track was extended halfway across Area B on an 

east-west orientation. It extended to a small structure within the centre of Area B. This 

structure was removed between 1975 and 1990 and the track was extended across 

Area B, achieving its modern-day layout by 1990. During the site visit it was observed 

that the track consisted of hard standing (Fig. 13). 
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4. ARCHAEOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE & POTENTIAL EFFECTS 

The significance of known and potential historic assets within the Site 

 Of the data sources addressed, one designated historic asset has been recorded 

within the Site boundary. This comprises the Grade II Listed bridge over Afon Morlais 

(Fig. 2, LB6), through which the cable route is proposed (see Section 1). The reasons 

for designation describe a ‘picturesque minor vernacular bridge probably of c1800’ 

(Cadw 1999, reference number 21098). The designated status of this historic asset 

highlights its significance; which, based on Cadw’s description, is primarily founded 

in its aesthetic, evidential, and historic values. 

 One non-designated historic asset has been recorded within the Site boundary. This 

comprises the house at Blaenhiraeth Farm, which originated as a country house for 

the High Sheriff Jones and his family in the 17th century (Fig. 2, 35). The significance 

of this building is therefore primarily afforded by its evidential and historic values. The 

former country house now serves as a farmhouse; the building and immediate setting 

of which has changed considerably over time to accommodate its present use at the 

core of a farm. The heritage values attributed to this asset have therefore been 

diminished to some level over time, although it would still be considered a ‘historic 

asset’. 

 The historic assets recorded within the study area have identified prehistoric activity 

in the local area, particularly Bronze Age funerary monuments in the form of round 

barrows and standing stones. Both of these site types tend to be located on hilltop 

locations or along ridgelines; topographic features which are present within the 

northern part of Area A of the Site, the western part of Area B and the eastern part of 

Area C. The topography within these areas of the Site affords some potential for the 

presence of previously unrecorded prehistoric monuments. Should such assets be 

present, they may hold a level of significance, which would be defined by the 

evidential value of the archaeological remains. There is further a potential for the 

presence of former field boundaries, and other remnants features of historic 

agricultural activity within the Site, although this is expected to be of limited 

significance, given the existing knowledge of this land use. 

 It is likely that the extant field boundaries within Area A date to the medieval period, 

and those within Area B date to the post-medieval period, the same period as 

Blaenhiraeth Farm, and those within Area C are likely to date to the late 19th century, 
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as the area of the site was not tithable in 1839. Evidence of former boundaries has 

been identified from cartographic sources, and seen within the Site during the Site 

visit; such as the stone fence post noted in the north of Area B. 

 Buried evidence of the former field layout, and the extant field boundaries represent 

the historic and modern land use. This is also well represented in the landscape 

surrounding the Site, and therefore the known and potential historic assets of this 

type within the Site are of low significance.  

 A small structure is recorded within the centre of Area B on the 1964 OS map, it was 

still present on the 1975 OS map, but had been removed by the time of the 1990 OS 

map. It is unlikely that any below-ground remains of these former buildings (such as 

foundations) would be of sufficient archaeological interest to comprise ‘historic 

assets’. 

 Historic maps and aerial photographs suggest that the site has been subject to 

agricultural improvement since the 20th century. Evidence of land improvement 

includes features such as drainage ditches, farm tracks, clearance cairns and the 

removal/ straightening of field boundaries. These features all date to the 20th and 

21st century and would not be of sufficient archaeological interest to comprise 

‘historic assets’. 

 The apparent use of the land largely for grazing since at least the time of the tithe 

map demonstrates the limited previous impacts within the Site boundary. Therefore, 

any buried archaeology may survive with a good level of preservation. 

Potential development effects 

Potential buried historic assets 

 A limited amount of excavation will be associated with the insertion of the solar 

panels. The lightweight panels are supported by frames which are held upright by a 

central pole, which is driven into the ground. This results in a number of small, isolated 

areas of impact, which typically represents direct below-ground impact to less than 

1% of the Site. However, given the temporary nature of solar panels, the removal of 

their frame structures from within the ground will result in a larger level of impact than 

their initial insertion. This is still not anticipated to result in a large overall area of 

below-ground impact but must be considered as an impact of the proposal. 
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 Excavation associated with the proposed development would be confined to 

construction activities such as ground preparation for access tracks, cable trenches, 

transformer centres, the sub-station, and any temporary compound areas.    

 Overall, the footprint of the development – piling, topsoil stripping, cable trenching 

and foundation excavation comprises a small fraction of the total area of the Site. 

However, the extent of potential impact to any buried historic assets present could be 

better understood through the results of further investigation, such as a geophysical 

survey. The results of such a survey would inform the need and extent of any further 

investigation, or mitigation. 

Known extant historic assets 

Grade II Listed bridge (Fig. 2, LB6) 

 The potential impact of directing the cable route through the Grade II Listed bridge 

(Fig. 2, LB6) in the east of the Site has been minimised as far as possible by 

proposing a method of laying the cables between the historic fabric of the bridge and 

the modern road surface. The methodology described in Appendix confirms that 

these works would cause no impact to the historic fabric of the bridge; this would 

therefore result in no change to the historic or evidential values which contribute to 

the significance of the designated bridge. Further, by routing the cable below-ground, 

there will be little change to the appearance of the bridge, or that of its setting; thereby 

maintaining its existing aesthetic value. As there will be no change to the values which 

contribute its significance, there will be no harm to this historic asset as a result of 

the proposal. 

Blaenhiraeth Farmhouse (Fig. 2, 35) 

 While this asset lies within the Site boundary, there is no direct impact proposed to 

the building itself, rather the adjacent farmyard and existing vehicular access routes 

will be utilised for construction traffic and as part of the cable route. Therefore, this 

assessment will consider whether the significance of this asset will be changed as a 

result of the proposed development within its setting, in Section 5. 

Historic field boundaries  

 The site boundaries would be retained as part of the proposed development, and the 

spacing of the rows of solar panels would allow for grass to be grown beneath the 

structures. The evidential value of the historic field pattern within the Site will therefore 

be largely retained. 
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5. THE SETTING OF HERITAGE ASSETS 

 This section considers potential non-physical effects upon the significance of 

susceptible heritage assets within the Site environs. Non-physical effects are those 

that derive from changes to the setting of heritage assets as a result of new 

development. All heritage assets included within the settings assessment are 

mapped in Figs. 2 or 3. Those assets identified as potentially susceptible to non-

physical impact, and thus subject to more detailed assessment, are discussed in 

greater detail within the remainder of this section, in line with Cadw’s ‘Setting of 

Historic Assets’ (2017).  

 The settings assessment was undertaken with access only to the Site, and publically 

accessible land in the proximity of the identified heritage assets. The information 

provided will be based on existing information, and what was seen of the assets from 

the Site and accessible land nearby. 

Llwynon house (Fig. 2, 27), non-designated historic asset 

 This is a post-medieval house at c. 260m west of the northern section of Area B. It is 

described on the 1839 tithe map of Llanelli as a house and gardens, and several 

fields are mapped around it. The fields beyond those immediately around the house 

have not been mapped, indicating the land was not tithable. The asset primarily 

derives its significance from the historical illustrative, evidential and aesthetic values 

inherent in its built fabric, which will not be harmed by the proposed development. 

 The fields surrounding the house and gardens are small and irregular in shape and 

are different to those to its south within Area B of the site. The tithe map demonstrates 

that the land associated within this house does not extend into the area of the site. 

The house, its surrounding gardens and tithable fields make an important contribution 

to each other’s historic value, as they form a visibly important historical group. These 

key relationships will not be harmed by the proposed development. The proposed 

development is therefore not considered to harm the significance of this undesignated 

asset. 

Blaenhiraeth Farmhouse (Fig. 2, 35) 

 This asset is presently used as a farmhouse, set within a farmstead and extensive 

farmland. The relationship of the field layout to the south of the Site could not be 

determined from the historic maps available, although it is possible that these 

boundaries were laid out when the house became the core of the farm.  
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 The farm is located on the western side of a ridge, overlooking a small river valley 

which is a tributary of the Afon Morlais to the west and the surrounding undulating 

landscape to the east and south (Fig. 8). These views contribute to the aesthetic 

value of the experience of the asset, and also contribute to the historical value of the 

asset as its location on side of the river valley would have been one of the reasons 

for the original siting of the house here.  

 Area C of the proposed development is located within farmland which is likely to have 

been historically associated with the farm, and would be visible within the river valley 

to the south of the farm. The farmland within the site therefore contributes to the 

historical and aesthetic value of the asset.  

 The field boundaries which represent the historic use of the farm would be retained 

as part of the proposed development, and the solar panels would be spaced in order 

to allow sheep to graze in-between. This allows the historic use of the land to be 

maintained, and therefore the change in the relationship between the house and the 

farmland. The proposed development therefore minimises the change in the historical 

value of the farm with its farmland and views would only be partially (and temporarily) 

altered. As there will be no direct impact to this historic asset as a result of the 

proposal, and taking into consideration the intention to maintain the existing field 

boundaries and allow grazing within the fields, the proposed development is 

considered to result in a very low level of temporary impact to the significance of this 

undesignated asset. 

Other heritage assets 

 Several assets were scoped out of the settings assessment during the study area 

walkover, as it was readily apparent that there was no relationship between the 

assets and the Site (visual and otherwise). In this case, the surrounding topography 

and vegetation prevented any visual relationship, which is further demonstrated by 

the Zone of Theoretical Visibility (Fig. 3). Further, no historical or functional 

relationship with the Site was apparent. Therefore, it is evident at this stage that there 

will be no change to the significance of the following assets as a result of the proposal, 

and no further assessment is required with regard to these assets. 

• Scheduled Brun Maen Standing Stone, located c. 1km north-east of Area A 

(Fig. 3, SAM1); 

• Grade II* Church of Non and its associated Grade II Listed railings and 

gravestone (Fig. 3, LB2), and three other Grade II Listed structures located  
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within Llannon (Fig. 18) over 1.5km north of Area A, including; the Fountain 

(Fig. 3, LB3), The Old School (Fig. 3, LB4) and The Old Vicarage (Fig. 3, 

LB5); 

• Grade II Goitre Wen Farmhouse and its associated Grade II Listed stables, 

farmyard and barn range, located c. 780m east of Area C (Fig. 3, LB7); 

• Grade II Listed Cwmllethryd Fawr Farm, located c. 935m north-west of Area 

B (Fig. 3, LB8); 

• Grade II Listed Ty'r Heol Farm, located c. 1.7km south-west of the Area B 

(Fig. 3, LB9); and 

• Grade II Listed Milestone near Penderi, located c. 250m west of Area A (Fig. 

3, LB10). 

 In addition, the site visit and study area walkover also identified that there would be 

no non-physical impact upon the significance of any other heritage assets as a result 

of changes to the use and/or appearance of the Site. Factors which were considered 

included intervening built-form preventing intervisibility, their distance from Site, the 

changes in topography, proximity to modern development, past impacts (i.e. changes 

in use and/or significance over time) and their clear lack of relationship to the land 

within the Site.  

 In conclusion, no additional assets in the area surrounding the Site will be assessed 

further. 
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6. CONCLUSIONS 

 This assessment has reviewed all the available information in order to ascertain 

whether there is any potential for a proposed solar park at Penderi/Blaenhiraeth 

Farm, Carmarthenshire, to result in harm to historic assets.  

 One designated historic asset has been identified within the Site boundary; 

comprising of the Grade II Listed bridge over Afon Morlais (Fig. 2, LB6), through 

which the cable route is proposed. Given that the proposed methodology for laying 

the cable at this location will not impact upon fabric of the historic asset, and will not 

be visible, there will be no harm to this asset as a result of the proposal. 

 One non-designated historic asset has been recorded by the Dyfed HER within the 

Site boundary. This comprises the house at Blaenhiraeth Farm, which originated as 

a country house for the High Sheriff Jones and his family in the 17th century (Fig. 2, 

35). The former country house now serves as a farmhouse; the building and 

immediate setting of which has changed considerably over time to accommodate its 

present use at the core of a farm. There will be no direct harm to this building as a 

result of the proposal. The significance afforded by the relationship of the building 

with the surrounding farmland will be maintained through sheep grazing amongst the 

solar panels, and the retention of existing field boundaries. 

 The historic assets recorded within the study area have identified prehistoric activity 

in the local area, focussing on nearby hilltop locations or along ridgelines; topographic 

features which are present within the Site, which may suggest there is some potential 

for such features within the Site. The significance of any features present would be 

defined by the evidential value of the archaeological remains. There is further a 

potential for the presence of former field boundaries, and other remnants features of 

historic agricultural activity within the Site, although this is expected to be of limited 

significance given the existing knowledge of this land use and its survival in the 

surrounding area. 

 The apparent use of the land largely for grazing since at least the time of the tithe 

map demonstrates the limited previous impacts within the Site boundary, which may 

have allowed for good preservation of any buried archaeological features. However, 

given limited degree of physical impact entailed by the development, any adverse 

physical impacts upon currently unrecorded below-ground remains are likely to be 

limited.  
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 A settings assessment has concluded that the proposed development will not result 

in substantial harm to the significance of any historic assets, which takes into 

consideration the retention of existing field boundaries, and the temporary nature of 

solar panels. Therefore, the proposal will be implemented in line with local and 

national planning policy with regard to the setting of historic assets. 

 In consultation with Mike Ings, at the Dyfed Archaeological Trust, it was confirmed 

that no further action would be recommended.  
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APPENDIX 1: HERITAGE STATUTE POLICY & GUIDANCE  

Heritage Statute 
 
Historic Environment (Wales) Act (2016) 

The Historic Environment (Wales) Act was passed by the National Assembly for Wales in 

February 2016 and became law after receiving Royal Assent in March 2016. It amends the 

two pieces of UK legislation – the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 and 

the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 – that currently provide the 

framework for the protection and management of the historic environment in Wales.  

The Historic Environment (Wales) Act 2016 has three main aims: 

• to give more effective protection to Listed Buildings and Scheduled Monuments; 

• to improve the sustainable management of the historic environment; and 

• to introduce greater transparency and accountability into decisions taken on the 

historic environment. 

The amendments to the Planning Act 1990 include an extension to the definition of a 

Scheduled Monument, the introduction of enforcement orders to stop unauthorised works to 

Scheduled Monuments or Listed Buildings, and the formulation of a comprehensive register 

of parks and gardens of historic interest in Wales and a statutory list of historic place names. 

Planning Act (1990) 

Under Section 1(5) of the Planning Act, a structure may be deemed part of a Listed Building 

if it is: 

(a)  fixed to the building, or  

(b)  within the curtilage of the building, which, although not fixed to the building, forms part 

of the land and has done so since before 1st July 1948. 

Under Section 7 of the Planning Act, ‘no person shall execute or cause to be executed any 

works for the demolition of a Listed Building or for its alteration or extension in any manner 

which would affect its character as a building of special architectural or historic interest, unless 

the works are authorised.’ Such works are authorised under Listed Building Consent.  

Under Section 66 of the Planning Act, ‘In considering whether to grant planning permission for 

development which affects a Listed Building or its setting, the local planning authority or, as 

the case may be, the Secretary of State shall have special regard to the desirability of 

preserving the building or its setting or any feature of special architectural or historic interest 

which it possesses’. 
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National planning policy and legislation 
 
Planning Policy Wales – Edition 10 (2018) 

Chapter 6 of Planning Policy Wales (PPW) acknowledges the importance of protecting the 

historic environment: encompassing designated historic assets (Scheduled Monuments, 

Listed Buildings, Conservation Areas, Registered Parks and Gardens, and Special Landscape 

Areas) and non-designated historic assets (including buried archaeological remains). 

Paragraph 6.1.7 states that ‘it is important that the planning system looks to protect, conserve 

and enhance the significance of historic assets. This will include consideration of the setting 

of an historic asset which might extend beyond its curtilage. Any change that impacts on an 

historic asset or its setting should be managed in a sensitive and sustainable way.’ 

Further key objectives have been extracted and reproduced below, although the full section 

on heritage provided in the policy document should be viewed in addition.  

‘6.1.6 The Welsh Government’s specific objectives for the historic environment seek to: 

• protect the Outstanding Universal Value of the World Heritage Sites; 

• conserve archaeological remains, both for their own sake and for their role in 

education, leisure and the economy; 

• safeguard the character of historic buildings and manage change so that their special 

architectural and historic interest is preserved; 

• preserve or enhance the character or appearance of conservation areas, whilst the 

same time helping them remain vibrant and prosperous; 

• preserve the special interest of sites on the register of historic parks and gardens; and 

• protect areas on the register of historic landscapes in Wales.’ 

‘6.1.9 Any decisions made through the planning system must fully consider the impact on the 

historic environment and on the significance and heritage values of individual historic assets 

and their contribution to the character of place.’ 

‘6.1.13 Applicants for listed building consent must be able to justify their proposals, show why 

the alteration or demolition of a listed building is desirable or necessary and consider the 

impact of any change upon its significance. This must be included in a heritage impact 

statement, which will be proportionate both to the significance of the building and to the degree 

of change proposed.’ 
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Technical Advice Note 24 – The Historic Environment (2017) 

A series of Technical Advice Notes (TAN) provide supplementary planning guidance to PPW. 

TAN 24 replaces the former Welsh Office Circulars 60/96 (Planning and the Historic 

Environment: Archaeology), 61/96 (Planning and the Historic Environment: Historic Buildings 

and Conservation Areas) and 1/98 (Planning and the Historic Environment: Directions by the 

Secretary of State for Wales); and provides guidance on how various aspects of the historic 

environment should be considered.  

Local planning policy 
 
Carmarthenshire Local Development Plan (2014) 

The Carmarthenshire Local Development Plan (LDP) is Carmarthenshire County Council’s 

statutory development plan, which will guide future planning decisions up to 2021. Policies 

relevant to the historic environment are as follows:  

Policy GP1 Sustainability and High Quality Design 

‘Development proposals will be permitted where they accord with the following: 

It conforms with and enhances the character and appearance of the site, building or area in 

terms of siting, appearance, scale, height, massing, elevation treatment, and detailing;  

It protects and enhances the landscape, townscape, historic and cultural heritage of the 

County and there are no adverse effects on the setting or integrity of the historic environment; 

Carmarthenshire has a rich historic and cultural heritage. The County’s historic buildings, 

townscape and landscape should be treated as an asset and positively conserved and 

enhanced for the benefit of residents and visitors alike. Further guidance on the development 

and preservation of historic and cultural identities can be found within Policy SP13 – Protection 

and Enhancement of the Built and Historic Environment and the Built Environment section of 

this Plan.’ 

Policy SP13 Protection and Management of the Built and Historic Environment 

‘Development proposals should preserve or enhance the built and historic environment of the 

County, its cultural, townscape and landscape assets (outlined below), and, where 

appropriate, their setting. Proposals relating to the following will be considered in accordance 

with national guidance and legislation. 

Sites and features of recognised Historical and Cultural Importance; 
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Listed Buildings and their setting; 

Conservation Areas and their setting; 

Scheduled Ancient Monuments and other sites of recognised archaeological importance. 

Proposals will be expected to promote high quality design that reinforces local character and 

respects and enhances the local setting and the cultural and historic qualities of the plan area.’  

Policy EQ1 Protection of Buildings, Landscapes and Features of Historic Importance 

‘Proposals for development affecting landscapes, townscapes buildings and sites or features 

of historic or archaeological interest which by virtue of their historic importance, character or 

significance within a group of features make an important contribution to the local character 

and the interests of the area will only be permitted where it preserves or enhances the built 

and historic environment.  

6.6.5 Strategic Policy SP13 identifies that historical and cultural features of recognised 

importance, including Scheduled Ancient Monuments (SAM) will be protected as a reflection 

of national policy. However, not all nationally important remains which may merit preservation 

will necessarily be scheduled. Such remains and, in appropriate circumstances, other 

unscheduled archaeological remains of local importance and their setting may also be worthy 

of protection (PPW: Edition 7 Para 6.4.2). In this regard, the above policy seeks to reflect their 

significance either as locally important sites or as currently un-designated sites worthy of 

potential national designation. 

6.6.6 Reference should be made to the content of PPW: Edition 7 in respect of SAMs. The 

locations of SAMs are shown on the Proposals Map.  

6.6.7 Listed Buildings are determined on the basis of their importance to the nation, either for 

their architecture or built quality, or for their historic associations. However, there are a large 

number of other buildings, which whilst not of sufficient quality or importance to be listed, 

nevertheless make a significant local contribution. In Carmarthenshire, there are potentially 

large numbers of buildings which could fall into this category. Therefore, whilst it would be 

inappropriate to afford these buildings the same protection as Listed Buildings, it is still 

desirable to afford them some protection, for example when they are within Conservation 

Areas, or affected by development proposals. In this regard, reference is made to appendix 3 

and the commitment to prepare SPG on Locally Important Buildings. 
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6.6.8 Proposals for the alteration or extension of a building of local importance will be expected 

to retain and conserve features of historic or architectural interest. Proposals impacting on, or 

affecting the setting of a building of local importance will be expected to respect its character. 

In those instances where demolition is granted the council may seek the recording of 

architectural features and the re-use and recycling of materials in any new development on 

the site. 

6.6.9 Due regard should be had to the impact of any proposal on the distinctiveness, integrity 

or setting of the feature, landscape, townscape or building.’ 

 
Heritage impact assessment 

Regarding the need for heritage impact assessment for the purposes of planning, TAN 24 

notes: 

‘Heritage impact assessment is a structured process that enables the significance of a 

designated asset to be taken into account when considering proposals for change. Heritage 

impact assessments should be proportionate both to the significance of the historic 

asset and to the degree of change proposed, and should include sufficient information 

to enable both the significance of the asset and the impact of change to be understood. 

The results of the heritage impact assessment should be summarised in a heritage impact 

statement which must form part of any listed building consent, conservation area consent and, 

when requested, scheduled monument consent applications. … 

It is for the applicant to provide the local planning authority with sufficient information to allow 

the assessment of their proposals in respect of scheduled monuments, listed buildings, 

conservation areas, registered historic parks and gardens, World Heritage Sites, or other sites 

of national importance and their settings. These principles, however, are equally applicable to 

all historic assets, irrespective of their designation.’ (2017, 8–9) 

In 2017, Cadw published ‘Heritage Impact Assessment in Wales’; which sets out the general 

principles to consider when planning changes to historic assets and applying for Listed 

Building, Conservation Area and Scheduled Monument Consent. 

Significance 
 
Conservation Principles (2011) 

In 2011, Cadw published ‘Conservation Principles for the Sustainable Management of the 

Historic Environment in Wales’ ; which provides the basis upon which Cadw discharges its 

statutory duties, makes decisions, or offers advice about changes to historic assets; but should 
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also be used by others (including owners, developers and other public bodies) to assess the 

potential impacts of a development proposal on the significance of any historic asset/assets 

and to assist in decision-making where the historic environment is affected by the planning 

process. 

‘Conservation Principles’ states that: 

‘The significance of an historic asset [defined as ‘individual historic features, archaeological 

sites and historic buildings as well as the landscapes in which they are found… to which people 

have given a distinctive historical association or identity’] embraces all of the cultural heritage 

values that people associate with it, or which prompt them to respond to it. These values tend 

to grow in strength and complexity over time, as understanding deepens and people’s 

perceptions evolve’ (2011, 10). 

Four categories of value are identified: i) evidential (archaeological); ii) historical (illustrative 

and/or associative); iii) aesthetic; iv) communal. Significance is derived from a combination of 

one or more of these values. 

Evidential value: This derives from those elements of an historic asset that can provide 

evidence about past human activity, including its physical remains or historic fabric. These 

may be visible and relatively easy to assess, or they may be buried below ground, under water 

or be hidden by later fabric. These remains provide the primary evidence for when and how 

an historic asset was made or built, what it was used for and how it has changed over time. 

The unrecorded loss of historic fabric represents the destruction of the primary evidence. 

Historical value: An historic asset might illustrate a particular aspect of past life or it might be 

associated with a notable family, person, event or movement. These illustrative or associative 

values of an historic asset may be less tangible than its evidential value but will often connect 

past people, events and aspects of life with the present. Of course the functions of an historic 

asset are likely to change over time and so the full range of changing historical values might 

not become clear until all the evidential values have been gathered together. Historical values 

are not so easily diminished by change as evidential values and are harmed only to the extent 

that adaptation has obliterated them or concealed them. 

Aesthetic value: This derives from the way in which people draw sensory and intellectual 

stimulation from an historic asset. This might include the form of an historic asset, its external 

appearance and how it lies within its setting. It can be the result of conscious design or it might 

be a seemingly fortuitous outcome of the way in which an historic asset has evolved and been 

used over time, or it may be a combination of both. 
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Communal value: This derives from the meanings that an historic asset has for the people 

who relate to it, or for whom it figures in their collective experience or memory. It is closely 

linked to historical and aesthetic values but tends to have additional or specific aspects. 

Communal value might be commemorative or symbolic. For example, people might draw part 

of their identity or collective memory from an historic asset, or have emotional links to it. Such 

values often change over time and they may be important for remembering both positive and 

uncomfortable events, attitudes or periods in Wales’s history. Historic assets can also have 

social value, acting as a source of social interaction, distinctiveness or coherence; economic 

value, providing a valuable source of income or employment; or they may have spiritual value, 

emanating from religious beliefs or modern perceptions of the spirit of a place. 

Setting 

All historic assets have a setting, which can be defined as: ‘The surroundings in which an 

historic asset is experienced, its local context, embracing present and past relationships to the 

adjacent landscape’ (Cadw 2011, 38). Elements of setting may make a positive or negative 

contribution to the significance of an asset (as articulated through the constellation of one or 

more of the four values identified above, may affect the ability to appreciate that significance, 

or may be neutral. Setting is not a historic asset in its own right but has value derived from 

how different elements may contribute to the significance of a historic asset. Setting comprises 

visual aspects, spatial associations and historic relationships. 

Setting of Historic Assets in Wales (2017) 

In 2017, Cadw published ‘Setting of Historic Assets in Wales’; which presents a five-step 

methodology for assessing the impact of change or development within the setting of historic 

assets. 

Stage 1 is to identify which historic assets and settings may be affected by proposed change 

or development. 

Stage 2 is to identify the key factors relating to setting that contribute to the significance of 

each historic asset (with assessing significance explained in ‘Conservation Principles’; see 

above). 

Stage 3 is to evaluate the potential impact of change or development within the setting of a 

historic asset. It is noted that the assessment and evaluation should be proportionate to the 

likely impact of the proposal. 

Stage 4 is to consider options to mitigate the impact of a proposed change or development. 
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The assessment should be documented ‘in a written report which is understandable to non-

specialist readers’ (Cadw 2017, 9). 

The settings assessments presented in this report comprised the undertaking of stages 1, 2 

and 3 only. 

Impacts 

Paragraph 6.1.5 of Planning Policy Wales states that: 

‘The historic environment can only be maintained as a resource for future generations if the 

individual historic assets are protected and conserved. Cadw’s published Conservation 

Principles [Cadw 2011; see above] highlights the need to base decisions on an understanding 

of the impact a proposal may have on the significance of an historic asset.’ 

Cadw’s ‘Heritage Impact Assessment in Wales’ states that:  

‘Your heritage impact statement will need to demonstrate that you have considered the 

potential impact of your preferred approach. You will need to show how your proposed work 

will sustain or enhance the significance of your historic asset, including potential benefits and 

any harm.’ (2017, 9) 
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APPENDIX 2: GAZETTEER OF RECORDED NON-DESIGNATED 
HISTORIC ASSETS  

CA ref 
SOURCE 
REF PERIOD TYPE EASTING NORTHING 

1 7335 Prehistoric Gelli-Wernen Neolithic Long Barrow, Earthwork 252900 205400 

2 679 Prehistoric Maenllwyd Standing Stone, Documentary Evidence 255800 206500 

3 683 Prehistoric Ty' Lan Standing Stone, Documentary Evidence 255800 207400 

4 684 Prehistoric Cefn-y-Bryn Standing Stone, Documentary Evidence 256100 207600 

5 4483 Prehistoric Cae'r Garn Ucha; Round Barrow, Placename Evidence 251600 205500 

6 4484 Prehistoric Cae'r Garn Round Barrow, Placename Evidence 253440 205480 

7 4488 Prehistoric Bryn Maen Standing Stone, Landform suggests site 255830 207040 

8 4718 Prehistoric 
Cae Maen Llwyd Standing Stone, Placename 
Evidence 255790 204010 

9 5852 Prehistoric Carn Hywel Round Barrow, Placename Evidence 253200 204030 

10 10411 Prehistoric Tai-Newydd Stone Row, Documentary Evidence 254500 203250 

11 11132 Prehistoric Caer Graig; Standing Stone, Placename Evidence 251500 205350 

12 11503 Prehistoric Bryn-Withan Stones; Standing Stone Pair. Structure,  255300 207370 

13 14343 Prehistoric 

Barrow Cemetery. Three possible barrows showing as 
cropmarks in a cereal field two of which look like square 
barrows. The Carn Hywel placename may be 
connected. 253800 203700 

14 669 Medieval 

Holy Well. A medieval well where, traditionally, Non 
drew water. It was recorded in 1967 as consisting of a 
stone built, rectangular basin measuring 0.5 metres 
square 253710 207950 

15 677 Medieval Banc Mawr, Motte, Earthwork 255300 207550 

16 10972 Medieval Cil-Ddewi-Fawr, Settlement, Documentary Evidence 254860 205760 

17 12932 Medieval 

Fulling Mill on the site of a later corn mill (PRN 16750). 
A field placename, Cae'r Pandy, indicates the location 
of a fulling mill  255400 203300 

18 13781 Medieval LLWNTEG, Common Land, Topography suggest site 255200 208200 

19 12931 
Post 
Medieval 

Fulling Mill, Flour Mill. Site of a flour mill recorded on 
the 1878 1st edition Ordnance Survey map and shown 
as disused on the 1906 2nd ed. OS 253200 207400 

20 16713 
Post 
Medieval Pisgah Chapel 253190 204710 

21 16714 
Post 
Medieval Waun-Lech Colliery, Coal Mine 254290 203200 

22 16716 
Post 
Medieval Acorn Colliery, Coal Mine 254850 202950 

23 16717 
Post 
Medieval Carn-Hyrdd, Coal Mine 254244 202484 

24 16793 
Post 
Medieval Chapel Hermon 253840 207700 

25 21472 
Post 
Medieval LLannon Village  253910 208500 
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CA ref 
SOURCE 
REF PERIOD TYPE EASTING NORTHING 

26 21518 
Post 
Medieval Mission Hall, Chapel 254000 203650 

27 23161 
Post 
Medieval 

LLWYN ON. Dwelling. Described as "houses and 
gardens" on tithe map.  253659 205518 

28 24251 
Post 
Medieval Pencwm Fawr Quarry 253565 207847 

29 24252 
Post 
Medieval Pont Cwm-Deri Cyrn Quarry 254160 207730 

30 24256 
Post 
Medieval Pen-Deri Quarry 253680 206240 

31 24264 
Post 
Medieval Llwyn-on Round Barrow 253980 205170 

32 24328 
Post 
Medieval Gotre-Wen Colliery, Coal Mine 255200 204000 

33 24415 
Post 
Medieval Parliamentary Field System 254000 208000 

34 24451 
Post 
Medieval Strip Field System 255000 207000 

35 24913 
Post 
Medieval 

Blaen-Hiraeth; Country House. In the 17th Century the 
home of the Lloyd family. F. Jones. 254290 204820 

36 102721 
Post 
Medieval 

Holy Well. Water with traditionally curative qualities for 
smallpox now piped into a late 19th century structure, 
erected by Rhys Goring Thomas in 1883. It is located 
by the side of the main A476 to the south of Llannon.  253660 206450 

37 107263 Unknown 

Ditch and irregular oval cut with a bowl-shaped profile 
recorded during a watching brief in 2006. Single fill with 
frequent charcoal flecks but no finds. 252140 206450 

38 107264 
Post 
Medieval 

A flat-based terraced cut with a scorched edge 
associated with a layer of charcoal. Although undated 
by finds this was probably a charcoal-burning platform 254450 205135 
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APPENDIX 3: GAZETTEER OF RECORDED DESIGNATED HISTORIC 
ASSETS  

CA REF SOURCE REF GRADE NAME EASTING NORTHINGS 

2 11871 II* Church of St Non 253974 208475 

2a 21081 II Railings and Gates of St Non's Church 253952 208497 

2a 21082 II 
Gravestone with Railings within St Non's 
Churchyard 253968 208498 

3 11881 II Drinking Fountain 254000 208340 

4 18428 II The Old School 253935 208451 

5 21094 II The Old Vicarage 253849 208167 

6 21088 II Bridge over Afon Morlais 254605 205224 

7 21099 II 
Goitre Wen Farmhouse with adjacent 
Walled Yards and Garden 255263 204633 

7a 21100 II Goitre Wen Stables and Domestic Offices 255262 204651 

7a 21101 II 
Goitre Wen Farmyard: Cart sheds and 
Sties 255236 204640 

7a 21102 II Goitre Wen Farmyard: Barn Range 255237 204660 

8 20530 II Cwmllethryd Fawr Farm 252616 205939 

9 20539 II Ty'r Heol Farm 251577 204370 

10 21091 II Milestone near Penderi 253671 206450 
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APPENDIX 4: CIDDEWI BRIDGE (FIG. 3, LB6) METHOD STATEMENT  

 



Blaenhiraeth	  Energy	  Farm

Proposed	  methodology	  for	  laying	  of	  3no.	  11kV	  cables	  over	  masonry	  arch	  bridge	  at	  
Cilddewi	  Bridge	  –	  Grid	  reference:	  SN	  54619	  05254

Date:	  06/06/2013

Summary	  of	  outline	  proposal

It	  is	  proposed	  to	  route	  3no.	  11kV	  triplex	  cables	  over	  the	  masonry	  arch	  bridge.

It	  will	  be	  a	  contractual	  requirement	  that	  the	  method	  below	  is	  followed	  by	  the	  contractor,	  to	  ensure	  that	  the	  
fabric	  of	  the	  listed	  structure	  is	  not	  damaged	  by	  the	  construc@on	  work.	  Any	  changes	  are	  to	  be	  approved	  by	  
the	  Local	  Authori@es	  prior	  to	  work	  taking	  place.	  The	  contractor	  will	  be	  responsible	  for	  briefing	  and	  
supervising	  all	  opera@ves.

Any	  invasive	  work	  is	  limited	  to	  the	  concrete	  saddle,	  fill	  material	  and	  tarmac	  road	  surface.	  The	  	  protected	  
masonry	  arch	  and	  parapet	  structure	  will	  not	  be	  touched.

Plant	  and	  tools	  will	  be	  selected	  to	  minimise	  vibra@on	  levels	  and	  any	  vibra@on	  created	  by	  the	  works	  will	  be	  
considerably	  less	  than	  that	  caused	  by	  vehicle	  loading	  in	  normal	  use.	  

Detailed	  H&S	  risk	  assessments	  are	  the	  responsibility	  of	  the	  contractor	  and	  are	  not	  covered	  here.

Methodology

CuOng

1. Close	  the	  road	  and	  divert	  all	  traffic	  as	  agreed	  with	  the	  local	  Highways	  Authority.

2. Carry	  out	  a	  condi@onal	  survey	  of	  the	  bridge	  structure	  including	  all	  masonry	  and	  parapets,	  and
prepare	  a	  full	  photographic	  record	  for	  submission	  to	  Carmarthenshire	  County	  Council.

3. Carefully	  drill	  a	  series	  of	  16mm	  pilot	  holes	  to	  confirm	  the	  depth	  of	  the	  road	  makeup	  at	  the	  crown,
measured	  from	  the	  top	  surface	  of	  the	  tarmac	  to	  the	  top	  of	  the	  masonry	  arch.	  A	  depth	  of
approximately	  350mm	  is	  es@mated	  at	  the	  crown.

4. Using	  a	  diesel	  powered	  self	  propelled	  floorsaw,	  make	  a	  series	  of	  parallel	  cuts	  along	  the	  line	  of	  the
trench	  at	  75	  -‐	  100mm	  (maximum)	  centres.	  Blade	  cuXng	  depth	  to	  be	  carefully	  set	  to	  keep	  at	  least
50mm	  clear	  from	  the	  masonry	  arch	  crown	  below.	  Any	  final	  material	  to	  be	  removed	  over	  the	  stone
arch	  to	  be	  carefully	  de-‐laminated	  and	  removed	  using	  hand	  tools.

5. Break	  out	  the	  road	  surface	  and	  exis@ng	  concrete	  using	  a	  small	  handheld	  110V	  electric	  breaker,
proceeding	  very	  carefully	  and	  slowly	  to	  ensure	  no	  interference	  with	  or	  damage	  to	  the	  masonry
structure	  beneath.



6. Outside	  of	  the	  area	  of	  the	  new	  steel	  coverplate,	  breaking	  is	  to	  be	  done	  using	  a	  handheld	  pneuma@c	  
jack	  hammer	  to	  a	  depth	  of	  350	  -‐	  400mm	  depending	  on	  findings	  in	  item	  3	  above.	  Arisings	  to	  be	  
removed	  by	  a	  1t	  excavator.	  (No	  other	  vehicle	  traffic	  will	  be	  allowed	  onto	  the	  bridge).

7. Lay	  pre-‐formed	  galvinised	  mild	  steel	  trunking	  for	  electric	  cables	  in	  trench,	  bedded	  on	  50mm	  lean	  
mix	  sand	  and	  cement	  blinding	  and	  separa@on	  membrane	  over	  the	  masonry	  crown.

8. Backfill	  the	  trench	  with	  concrete	  to	  the	  specifica@on	  agreed	  with	  the	  County	  Engineer.	  

9. Place	  galvanised	  mild	  steel	  coverplate	  in	  posi@on	  using	  a	  HIAB	  lorry	  which	  will	  be	  parked	  on	  the	  
bridge	  approach	  but	  will	  not	  drive	  over	  the	  arch	  structure.	  The	  steel	  coverplate	  is	  to	  be	  set	  to	  finish	  
flush	  with	  top	  of	  exis@ng	  concrete	  bridge	  saddle.

10. Road	  to	  remain	  closed	  for	  approved	  curing	  period.

11. Lay	  100mm	  tarmac	  wearing	  course	  and	  make	  good.

12. Clear	  site	  of	  any	  debris	  or	  waste.

13. Carry	  out	  a	  post	  construc@on	  condi@onal	  survey	  of	  bridge	  structure	  including	  all	  masonry	  and	  
parapets,	  and	  keep	  a	  full	  photographic	  record.	  All	  records	  to	  be	  submi`ed	  to	  Carmarthenshire	  
County	  Council.

Environmental	  Impact	  Assessment

Impact Source Control	  Measures
Pollu@on	  of	  watercourse. Dust	  generated	  by	  floorsaw. Run	  off	  containing	  dust	  from	  cut	  

tarmac	  and	  concrete	  will	  be	  
collected	  and	  pumped	  into	  a	  
se`lement	  tank	  for	  disposal	  
offsite.

Pollu@on	  of	  watercourse. Concrete	  wash	  out. Bunded	  area	  to	  be	  created	  for	  
wash	  out.	  Water	  contaminated	  
with	  cement	  will	  be	  collected	  and	  
pumped	  into	  a	  se`lement	  tank	  
for	  disposal	  offsite.

Diesel	  spillage/leaks Floorsaw,	  generator,	  excavator. Plant	  to	  be	  filled	  prior	  to	  delivery	  
to	  site.
If	  refuelling	  is	  necessary,	  it	  is	  to	  be	  
done	  using	  a	  funnel	  and	  over	  a	  
drip	  tray.	  A	  spill	  kit	  is	  to	  be	  kept	  
on	  site	  in	  case	  of	  any	  leaks.

Air	  pollu@on Dust	  generated	  by	  floorsaw. Wet	  cuXng	  only.

Air	  pollu@on Exhaust	  fumes Turn	  off	  all	  plant	  when	  not	  in	  use.
Plant	  to	  be	  well	  maintained	  and	  
to	  have	  up	  to	  date	  service	  
records.

Noise Floorsaw,	  excavator No	  out	  of	  hours	  working.	  Only	  use	  
plant	  in	  good	  working	  order.
Non	  residen@al	  area.
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View south-east from area C in the direction of the Grade II Listed Goitre Wen Farmhouse (LB7)

View north-east from area C in the direction of the Scheduled Bryn Maen Standing Stone (SAM1) 
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View north-west across area C 

View north from area B towards Llannon
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View of a modern clearance cairn located along southern boundary of area B

View west from area B 
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View of recently excavated drainage ditches within area B

View east along track through area B 
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View north-west across the Grade II Listed Bridge over the Afon Moriais (LB6)

View of hedgebank along northern boundary of area A 
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View north-west across area A

View south-east across area A
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View north through Llannon 
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Fence post in the north of Area B

Stone clearance in the north of Area B
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